


A NEW lease of life for up to eight ships which had been destined for the 
Standby Squadron in the next few years meaas more men at sea than 
had been expected. 

As a resuli of a decision made known when the Defence White Paper was 
presented in May. the destroyer HMS Glamorgan and the Leandcr-class frigates HM 
ships Penelope. Ariadne, Achilles and Apollo are expected to be among the “extra 
eight" to remain active. 

In addition, the Rothesay class frigates HM ships Rothesay and Lowestoft, which were to 
have been withdrawn next year, will also remain with the Fleet 

It still meant, however, that 
in the long term the mm will he 
a force level of .Ml destroyers 
and frigates, hut all of them 
front line This comitates wnh a 
total of about .'5 (all front line) 
now 

Manpower needed to keep 
the ships at tea will Have to 
come from shore - “a tun tier 
drive for clficiciR-y m establish 
menu ashore" n him the While 
Paper nut it, 

\s the shore training load ts 
reduced, finding mote men lot 
sea than expected will entail 
looking even closer at the shore 
training role lo see whether 
more eatings can be made and 
the task carried out with fester 
people 

In the long-term, total natal 
manpower is planned to he 
about 11 ,<XX) lower by the early 
IWH than in l*WI before the 
Defence Kcticw 
Meanwhile, a lively debate 
has broken out. including letters 
in national newspapers from 
such top officers as former First 
Sea laud Admiral of the Flee! 
Sir Henry Leach, on the siruc 
tural reorganisation planned for 
the higher echelons of MOD 
l-urthcr news of the plans » 
expected later in the tear 
Turn to bock pope 


Queen leads return 
to D-Day beaches 


IN ONE of Ihe biggest celebrations of its kind since ihc 
War. ihc Ouccn and Duke of Edinburgh were leading 
Normandy to mark the fortieth anniversary of D-Day. 

Alter sailing front Ports¬ 
mouth to Caen in HMY 


Britannia, the Royal couple 
were joining Presidents 
Reagan and Mittcrand in a 
tour of some of the old 
battlefields 

Alto participating in the 
met were members of 
i three armed services. 


View from the top 

POAF Mick Prescott gave tt» First Sm Lord (Admiral Sir 
John FMdhouse) a 'guidod tour" of an aircraft engine when 
Ihe Admiral visited RN air station Cu Id rose During a busy 
day seeing the station at work he toured a variety ol 
departments and met many personnel 

emu* dUPneq I IWm 


the County - class ilcstroyet IIMS 
F'tfc. MX) British veterans, and 
the Secretary of Stale for 
Defence. Mr Michael Ilcwhine 
(in his capacity as Chairman of 
the ('ornmonweaiih War Graves 
Commission), 

The royal celebrations started 
in Portsmouth on June 2 when 
Ouccn Elizabeth the Ouccn 
Mother opened the Church of 
England Soldiers' Saikirs' ami 
Airmen's sheltered housing 
scheme in Southsca 

In the evening she held a 
reception in the Britannia for 
members of the D-Day and 
Normandy Fellowship Hie 
Yacht's Royal Marines Band 
Beal Retreat at South Railway 
Jetty. 

The next day the Ouccn 


end of Ihe Second World 
British representation in 

dedicate a manorial window 
cuniRMMMncd Ivy the Fellow¬ 
ship loiter dial day she was 
opening Ihc D-Day Museum at 
Southsca 

Britannia 

On June 5 the Ouccn and 
Prince Philip were arriving in 
Portsmouth to visit HMS Dryad 
where the Allied invasion was 
I>1.mitc<! l-iter the same day 
they were due to embark in the 
Britannia for the trip to 


there, the royal couple were 
visiting Utah Beach with Presi¬ 
dent Reagan, the Common¬ 
wealth war graves cemetery at 
flayeux. the Canadian ceme¬ 
tery at Bcny-sur-Mer. and 
the parade of 


Turn to bock p 


SUM BY 
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Kart team prepares 
for the big push 


THREE-YEAR-OLD Julie Maguire 
took a place of honour behind the 
wheel when members of HMS Dol¬ 
phin's Grand Prix go-kart team lined 
up for a photograph to record their 
success. 

For the team from the Electronic 
Maintenance Room in Dolphin plan to 
take their triumph a step (or more) 
further by pushing their custom-built 
Formula One kart all the way to Birming¬ 
ham next month to help liver patients 
like Julie. 

Every ship and establishment in the 
Royal Navy and many outside organisa¬ 
tions have been asked to sponsor the 
150-mlle push on July 4, 5, 6 and 7. 
Proceeds will go towards Addenbrooke's 
Hospital Children's Liver Transplant 


Fund, which has been set up to provide 
desperately-needed equipment for 
operations. 

The famous case of Ben Hardwick has 
proved that liver transplants In children 
so young can be successful and Julie, 
whose father Pete works for the RN 
Armament Department in Gosport, has 
been accepted by the Cambridge hospi¬ 
tal for a transplant at some time in the 
future. 

Pictured with Julie are CCWEA 
Anthony Lea (seated) and other mem¬ 
bers of the team — from the left. WEM(R) 
Frank Diclacca. LWEM(R) Glenn Barrack. 
WEM(R) Alan Drew. CWEA Gerry 
Mansbridge. CWEA Eric Taylor. CWEA 
David Bamden and CWEA Paul Dodd. 

SS'ctalpnlo f2o«oa£2c SeoSn 


LEADING air engineering 
mechanics on the Artificers 
Course at HMS Daedalus took on 
the devil of a job when they 
decided to raise money for a 
good cause. 

Their 100-mile relay ride from 
Daedalus to Bath city centre was 
endured on a pusscr's “red devil" 
bicycle — and although it played 
"hell" with their knees (and scats) 
they covered the distance in six 

The riders, whose target from 
sponsorships was £350 for a child 
assessment unit at Queen Alexandra 
Hospital, Cosham. Portsmouth, were 
LAEMs Colin Prydc. Andy Leaver. 
Ian Barruwdough. Jess Dugard, Nick 
Ellams, Oily Holloway. Kevin 
McHalc, Martin Gibson, Chris 
Stanham and Bob Lot, with LAEM 
Steve Lawric as team trainer and 
back-up crew. 

□ □ □ 
Members of the ship's company of 
HMS Berwick had no problem dis¬ 
posing of foreign coins and notes on 
return to Portsmouth after deploy¬ 
ment. A collecting tin provided by 
CPO Jim Donnelly was filled to 
overflowing and presented to the 
Kent-based Hospice at Home organi¬ 
sation. The hospice specialises in 
converting travellers' unwanted 
foreign money into hard cash. 

□ □□ 

Thirty officers from St Vincent 


On your bike 
and ride like 



Division, Britannia Royal Naval Col¬ 
lege, Dartmouth, spent a day helping 
out at Rowaroft Hospice for the 
terminally ill at Torquay, their 

S cd charity. After working in the 
n and assisting in the wards 
presented a £3C0 cheque, raised 
by the Division, and a Britannia 


When members of the ship's com¬ 
pany of HMS Brockksby were chal¬ 
lenged to compete in a pool and darts 
contest by the regulars of their local 
pub. it was in aid of a good cause. 
Apart from a great night s entertain¬ 
ment their efforts raised over £70 for 
the Licensed Victuallers National 
Homes. 


SUN RUN FUN 


FORTY runner* and support per¬ 
sonnel from 899 Naval Air Squad¬ 
ron covered the 135 miles from 
Yeovllton to Fleet Street In 16 
hours 40 minutes In a major effort 
to raise funds for a national 
appeal. 

Averaging more than eight miles 
an hour the runners rested over¬ 


night at the Army Air Corps 
headquarters at Middle Wallop 
before completing the final, 
75-mlle stage of the run, arriving 
at the offices of the Sun news¬ 
paper to a great welcome. Spon¬ 
sorships and collections en route 
were expected to add up to £600 
for the Sun’s "Tiddlers for 
Toddlers" appeal. 


□ □ □ 

A "Wear What You Will" day 

organised by Wrens of HMS Osprey, 
with personnel paying £1 for the 
privilege of discarding their uniforms 
and dressing as they pleased, raised 
£100 for naval and local charities. 

□ □ □ 

On the homeward journey to 
Portsmouth after five months on Gulf 
patrol. HMS Glamorgan's practice 
missile-firing inspired a raffle to 
decide who would fire the last 
Seaslug. It was won by Lieut. T. 



Talk of the devil ... here's the team of leading air engineering 
mechanics on course at HMS Daedalus with the (Kisser’s “red devil" 
on which they pedalled to Bath. 


Martin, the deputy supply officer — 
the £18 proceeds being donated to 
the Jane Hodge Home for handi¬ 
capped children. 

□ O □ 

Sponsored soccer and rugby 


matches, indoor "horse" racing, 
aquatic tug-of-war, a summer fete 
and various other fund-raising activi¬ 
ties at HMS Vernon, raised more 
than £1,000 for Mary Rose House, at 
Leigh Park. Portsmouth, their 
adopted charity. 


Provost HQ 

A NEW RN Provost head¬ 
quarters has been opened in 
Churchill Square. Helensburgh, 
for members of the Regulating 
staff attached to HMS Neptune, 
Faslanc. Previously the head¬ 
quarters was in Sinclair Street, 
near the Helensburgh town 
centre 

Now the RN Provost is based 
in what were four married quar¬ 
ters. extensively altered to pro¬ 
vide additional facilities and 
with accommodation for up to 
14 Regulators. 

Starling delay 

THE commissioning of HMS 
Starling, which is being built at 
Hall Russell Ltd. in Aberdeen, 
has been delayed and is now 
expected to take place on Aug- 



BIRMINGHAM KEEPS 
DASHING COMPANY 


AFTER SEEING rather a lot of 
the South Atlantic during the 
past two summers, HMS Bir¬ 
mingham was rewarded with a 
three-month tour of duty as 
West Indies guardship. 

She took up her duties at Bermu¬ 
da In January before sailing for the 
warmer climes of Florida and the 
Caribbean. Visits were made to Key 
West and Fori Lauderdale, where 
most of the ship's company were 
able to sample the delights ol 
Dlsneyworld and Miami. 

Next destination was Belize, 
followed by a month around the 


verdant volcanic peaks of the 
Windward Islands. 

Two Sea Dari missiles were suc¬ 
cessfully fired off Puerto Rico, 
where the Birmingham exercised 
with Dutch and American ships, 
including the dashing USS Arles, a 
hydrofoil. 

Sporting activities during the de¬ 
ployment Included a ship's 100 x 1 
mile relay, sponsored cycle rides to 
raise money for Chelmsley Wood 
Hospital School, and some fairly 
hard-fought cricket matches. 

• LEFT: HMS Birmingham pictured 
at speed In close company with the 
US Navy hydrofoil Aries. 
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Galatea 
celebrates 
her 21st 


Euryalus 
feted in 


Germany 


HMS EURYALUS made the most of a thrcc-wcck rest and maintenance period at 
Wilhelmshaven. The frigate, a member of NATO’s Standing Nava^Force Atlantic, was assisted 


in the maintenance work by 
A great deal of hospitality 
was offered to the ship's com- 

S by sailors from FGS Ham- 
and by the people of 
Imshavcn. 

Two leave parties returned by 
coach to the UK in the first and 

third weeks, while the second 

week was taken up with 

preparations for and the cere¬ 

mony of change of command. 
For the first time, a German 

took charge of STAN- 

AVFORLANT. He is Kapitan 
zur See Klaus Schwabc FGN. 

Guests included the Com- 

mandcr-in-Chicf Fleet, Admiral 

Sir William Stavclcy. and the 
multi-national guard was 
knocked into some semblance 
of order by CPO(OPS)M Ernie 
Wise of the Euryalus. 


t team from Rosyth FMG led by FCMEA(P) Fox. 

Lieut.-Cdr. Mike Beckett led mony, as did Licut.-Cdr. 

a party into Berlin for a liaison ** ' —*— — n - 

visit to the 3rd Battalion, the 

Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. 

With him were Licuts. Nick 

Fletcher and Pete Cushley. 

CPOMEA(M) Mackintosh. 

PO(M) Ford, POWEM Nutter. 

MEM(M) Leng and SA 
Thompson. 


Magnificent 


During the final week at 

Wilhelmshaven. the Euryalus 

was presented with the Fleet 

Sonar Efficiency Prize for 1983. 

Representatives of Plesscy 

Marine Ltd. attended the cere- 


Sharks squadron 
snaps up trophy 

THE BOYD TROPHY, one of the Fleet Air Arm's premier 
awards, has been presented to 705 Naval Air Squadron for its 
exceptional contribution to naval aviation. 

Last year two crews from the squadron won all the trophies for 
which they were eligible at the British helicopter championships, 
including the Helicopter Pilot of the Year and Crewman of the year. 

The squadron, which flies 
Gazelles, also forms the Sharks, 
the only helicopter display team 
of its kind in the country. 

Other major naval awards for 
1983 announced recently have 

• The Kelvin Hughes Vectac 
Trophy, awarded toHMS New¬ 
castle for helicopter-borne 
torpedo attacks on submarines; 

• The Fleet Sonar Efficiency 
Award, presented by Plesscy to 
HMS Euryalus; 

• The Rolls Royer Fleet Air 
Arm Engineering Efficiency 
Trophy to the Sea King Naval 
Aircraft Support Unit (NASU) 
at RN air station Culdrose; 

• The Bambara Flight Safety 
Shield to the RN Flying Grading 
Flight, which conducts flying 
grading for BRNC Dartmouth, 
operating Chipmunk aircraft 
from Roborough Airport, 

Plymouth. 

Portland party 

THE Murihiku concert party 
from HMNZS Southland 
(formerly HMS Dido) provided a 
colourful spectacle as they 
performed a scries of songs and 
dances at Portland, where the 
ship was working up. Besides 
Mauri items, the repertoire in¬ 
cluded a (fairly) familiar nursery 
rhyme, "Sing a Song of Five 
Cents", and "My Way." 


The group of nine ships sailed 
on April 16 after the Euryalus 
had performed well on the 
sports field. The soccer team 
beat HNoMS Trondheim 9—0 
and FGS Schleswig Holstein 
10—4. and played twice against 
a local club, drawing 1—1 and 
winning 3—1. The hockey team 
lost their only match 4-»0, as 
did the rugby side, 20—t. 

But the ship's runners did 
well, taking eight out of the first 

ten places in the SNFL mini¬ 

marathon. and filling 12 out of 
the first 18 places in a fun run 

staged by HMCS Annapolis. 

Next visit by the squadron 
was to Cadiz, where the ships' 
companies took advantage of 
hot weather and nearby 
beaches. Bus trips were organ¬ 
ised to a local bodega (wine 
sho^) and the provincial capital 

The Euryalus drew 4—4 at 
soccer with FGS Hamburg and 
beat HMN1S Kortcnacr 3—0. 
and AB Mason and LMEA Fox 
were in the STAN A V- 
FORLANT team which drew 
4—! with the Spanish Naval PT 
School. 

From May 14 to 18 the 
squadron was visiting 
Rotterdam. 


RAS-tlme In the Med: A top-up for the carrier HMS llluctrioue from the tanker British Tamar. 


HMS GALATEA cele¬ 
brated her 21st birthday last 
month somewhere between 
Taranto and Venice. 

As a member of NATO’s 
Naval On-Call Force Mediter¬ 
ranean, the frigate was on a 
deployment which was due to 
take her to Gibraltar. La Spczia 
in Italy, Toulon, Palma in 
Majorca, and Venice. 

The Galatea, an Ikara Lcan- 
dcr frigate, was launched at 
Wallscnd-on-Tync on May 23, 
1963. Since visiting her affiliated 
town of Hull in January she has 
completed a period in dock and 
sea trials before joining 
NATO's activated Mediterra¬ 
nean squadron. 


Sheffield 

plaque 

unveiled 


ON May 4, the second anni¬ 
versary of the sinking of 
HMS Sheffield in the Falk- 
lands, a commemorative 
plaque was unveiled in St 
George’s Chapel of Sheffield 
Cathedral. 

The service was attended by 
survivors of the Sheffield, rela¬ 
tives of those who died, the 
Lord Mayor, civic dignitaries, 
and members of the Sheffield 
Association and the Royal 
Naval Association. 

The plaque was unveiled by 
Capt. Sam Salt, commanding 
officer of the Sheffield at the 
time of the sinking, who was 
accompanied by the ship's first 
lieutenant. Cdr. Mike Norman. 


Illustrious changes 
main engine at sea 


WHILE involved in Exercise Open Gate in the Mediterranean, HMS Illustrious passed another 
milestone with her first main engine change at sea. 

One of her four Rolls-Royce 
Olympus gas turbines developed 
a defect which could not be 
repaired on board. To allow 
continued participation in the 
exercise with full power avail¬ 
able, it was decided to exchange 
the three-ton unit with the 
"spare" carried on board. 

Under overall control of the 
senior engineer (Licut-Cdr. 
Mike Browning) and led by 
FCPO Peter Woodyard, the 
exchange was achieved by two 
teams of a dozen men in under 
four days. It was carried out in 
heavy sea and swell conditions, 
and without interfering with the 
busy flying programme. 

FIRST 

Exercises Open Gate and 
Distant Hammer involved work¬ 
ing with a variety of NATO 
units and included a first-ever 
RAS with "STUFT" BP tanker 
British Tamar — which went 
very smoothly — and an en¬ 
counter with the French Navy's 
first hunter killer nuclear sub¬ 
marine, the Rubis, which 
proved elusive. 

It was. however, not all work, 
as the ship's company took 
advantage of a sunny weekend 
between exercises to compete in 
a Saturday sports extravaganza 
of flight deck soccer, tug- 
of-war. deck hockey, cnckct 
and volleyball. 
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Ariadne 
stands 
by for 
blast-off 


SHIP'S COMPANY of 
HMS Ariadne were treated 
to a "ringside" view of the 
latest Shuttle launch when 
the frigate visited Cape 
Canaveral. Florida, from 
April 3 to 6. 

The ship is currently on West 
Indies guardship duties. During 
the deployment she has called at 
Nassau, the Bahamas. Key 
West. Belize, the Cayman 
Islands, Curacao, Barbados, 
Bequia, Monserral, St Kitts, 
and Puerto Rico, and was 
visiting Anguilla, Dominica and 
Bermuda this month before 
returning to Devonport. 

The Ariadne shared the lime¬ 
light with football star Kevin 
Keegan at the opening of 
Scunthorpe's new leisure centre 
in March. The ship has been 
adopted by Scunthorpe and a 
party of 11 visited the town for 
the opening and to attend an 
"Ariadne" swimming gala be¬ 
tween local clubs. 

Scunthorpe Sea Cadet Unit 
laid on a reception for the 
Ariadne party which was hosted 
by the swimming clubs. 


Recruits 
wanted 
for RAF 
Regiment 

THE Royal Air Force Regi¬ 
ment. needs to recruit many 
more men over the next few 
years. RN and RM members 
whose current c- 


coming to i 
consider a 
The r 




like tc 


as it affects 

the ground. Every gunner is 
trained in basic infantry skills 
and specialises in them when 
employed in a field squadron. 
The gunner may also be em¬ 
ployed in one of the regiment's 
low-level Air Defence squad¬ 
rons, which arc armed with the 
Rapier advanced missile system. 

Further details can be 
obtained from RAF Careers 
offices. 

Personnel, of any 
specialisation, may also apply to 
transfer between Services. In 
these instances application 4 
should be made through normal 
Service channels. 

Bang goes 
old mine 

PLYMOUTH Clearance Diving 
Team, working from the tender 
Instow, detonated a live 
1,0001b. German Second World 
War mine trawled up off 
Falmouth. AB(D) Richard 
Whitmarsh placed two 4ib. ex¬ 
plosive packs around the mine, 
which was detonated in 40ft. of 
water. 


• • 


High there . 

A RATING was recently found to be unemployable In a 
crane driver’s billet because he suffers from vortlgo — 
apparently establiahed on reaching about the tenth rung of 
the ladder. 

Whether or not we need a drafting category with 
altitude restrictions, or crane drivers qualified as aircrew. If 
you believe that you may have a problem which limits your 
operating level to the height of a four-ale bar or may 
otherwise affect your draftabllity, please see your doctor 
and tell Dratty — through the usual channels — before 
uuruwsn* life is disrupted. 



WRITERS' FIRST 
STOP IS THE 
PAY OFFICE 


On leaving RNSS the first draft will be to a pay 


IPIRIAIFITIYI 

Whatever we hit 
IS the target! 


•JS?- 


LAST September’s Drafty’s Corner included a plea to 
use Supplement 1 to BR 14 when expressing your 
drafting preference so that you have a clear idea 
whether you are aiming at a large or small target — or 
at no target at all. 

What, of course, the Supplement can't tell you is how 
many other people arc after the same draft. 


A recent survey of LFS 
billets available against the 
number of would-be occupants 
shows that, on the one hand, 
we have more than 11.000 
volunteers for just over 200 
billets in Hong Kong; over 
6,000 for less than 450 in 
Gibraltar and. on the other 
hand, fewer than half the 
volunteers needed for 37 
billets in Portugal. 

This is pretty broad-brush 
and takes no account of the 
availability of each individual 
at any one time, or of the wide 
variations between categories, 
both male and female. 

What it docs show, quite 
clearly, is that the most popu¬ 
lar places are considerably 
over-subscribed and that your 
chances of getting there arc 
correspondingly reduced, so 
why not consider one of the 
others? 


Improve 
your LFS 
chances 


The survey also revealed 
3.000 volunteers for LFS 
billets which no longer exist — 
nearly 2,500 of them for 
Junior Rates in the USA, 
where there aren't any! 

Drafty can only record what 
you tell him, so send in a new 
DPC or cancel the old C240 
(with another C240) if your 
last bid is not your present 
intention. 

At best it is a wasted pre¬ 
ference and at worst you could 
finish up with an unwanted 
draft — don’t wait until it 


BILLETS 200 450 ' 

BIDS 



But you promised ... 



WHEN investigating 
complaints, Drafty often 
meets phrases like: “But 
when my Dlv CPO spoke 
to the desk 18 months 
ago, the Leading Writer 
(or was It the Lieuten¬ 
ant?) definitely promised 
that I would get Bermuda 
as my next draft." 

The drafting desks are 


the phone and, unfortu¬ 
nately, Drafty cannot 
reverse or cancel a draft on 
the strength of an 
unrecorded telephone 


our quiet dayl So the only 
way to be sure is to commit 
your request for draft or 
Form C240. That 


know 

what was agreed. 

In case you think we 
spend our day counting 
phone calls, the statistic 
attained above was part of 
an exercise In trying to 
Improve our telephone sys¬ 
tem. The new system in¬ 
cludes an answer phone 
that promises everyone "fun 
In the sun" but has a self- 
destruct button for the 


Office section of the Task 
Book. 

For the remainder of Part 
IV shore service he will be 
expected to gain some SC 
Office experience. The num¬ 
ber of actual SC Office desig¬ 
nated billets is so small as to 
make it impossible to detail 
direct to them, but it is antici¬ 
pated that the balance of this 
first draft will be for between 
six and 12 months. 

Throughout this time, learn¬ 
ing to type well must also be 
pursued. This ability when the 
ex-Pan IV joins his first ship is 
an invaluable asset for which 
the ship will be extremely 
grateful, and it will also save 
nim slaving away doing a lot 
of retyping. 


LCKQC 

backlog 

should 

start 

clearing 


WAITING time for 
LCKQC has been a major 
cause of concern for a long 
time. There have not been 
enough places for those 
who have passed the PE. 

It is drafting practice to 
send ratings on course in the 
order of passing PE, which is 
considered the best way to be 
fair to everyone. However, 
this cannot always be achieved 
as a man's current draft, his 
fitness for course, and other 
reasons often prevent him 
being drafted in his proper 

STILL WAITING 

A backlog docs inevitably 
build up and there are some 
who passed the PE in 1980 
who are still awaiting course. 

The good news is that with a 
reduction of new entry classes 
this year, the RNSS arc able 
to arrange extra QCs and draft 
orders, and these arc now 
being issued. Priority will be 
given to those who have 
waited longest, and if at sea, 
men will be relieved to do a 
course where possible. 



• Minimum order 25 garments 

• Up to five colours printed 

• Only top quality garments used 

• Direct screen printing-NOT Trensfersl 

• No charge for screens' 

• Shirt colours and sizes as require 

•Super- Fast Service-48 hours! 


WHY’S EVERYBODY 
WEARING .. 

Because they're designed and 
printed with the creative 
expertise only Jim Swift - 
'National Cartoon is*' and 
Navyman can guarantee 1 | 


SHIPS m SHORE ESTABLISHMENTS 

ARMY & AIRFORCE BASES 
CLUBS*PUBS»COLLEGES 


Send cheque or Pio. Payable to: 

SWIFTSHII 

57 Chichester Rd. 

North End Portsmouth P02 ( 
Tel.691514 



C. AITKEN 

INVESTMENT 
MANAGEMENT CO. 
LTD. 

Advice on Investment 
Requirements 
(minimum £5,000) 
Whether you desire 
Tax-Free Income or 
Capital Growth 
For further details, contact the 


92, High Street 
Lee-orvSoient 
Hants P013 9DA 
Telephone 
(0705)552755 


Naval Parties 
all at sea in 
South Atlantic 


THOSE of you lucky enough to be honoured with a draft to 
a shore-based Naval Party in the South Atlantic might have 
noticed on the Draft Order that it is recorded as an LFS 
(Unaccompanied) draft. 

You will be pleased to know that this is only done because 
we cannot count it as seatime for advancement and 
professional qualification purposes. 

In all other respects you arc classed as being on Sea 
Service including entitlement to Seagoers leave and, for 
subsequent through drafting, aggregation for total period of 
current sea service. And it doesn't count as an LFS! 















NAVY NEWS. JUNE 1984 5 


SHIPS ROYAL NAVY _ No. 343 



You can depend on 
this flying 


BUILT by the Polish shipyard workers of Gdansk, 
RFA Reliant demonstrated her solidarity with the 
Royal Navy within a very short time of her entering 
service with the Grey Funnel Line. 

Conversion of the vessel Auxiliary’s operational oipabi- 


to a helicopter-laden for¬ 
ward support ship was com¬ 
pleted ahead of schedule by 
Cammed Laird in November 
last year. Two months later 
she was proving her worth 
off the coast of Lebanon 
where her presence was in¬ 
valuable during the evacu¬ 
ation of British forces and 
civilians. 

The unusual story ol the 
Reliant began in the Gdansk 
shipyards where she was con¬ 
structed for the Harrison Line. 
Bearing the name rav Astrono¬ 
mer. site was delivered in 1977 
and for five years operated a 
transatlantic container service. 

Falklands 

Her life underwent a dramatic 
change in May. 1982 when she 
was requisitioned for use in the 
Falklands war as a helicopter 
support ship, returning to 
Britain after six months’ service. 

But no longer would she ply 
the Atlantic trade routes: her 
value had been recognised and 
she was destined to serve the 
Royal Navy on a more perma¬ 
nent basis. 

She was renamed Reliant and 
1 for her specialised 
o augment the Royal Fleet 

FACTS AND 
FIGURES 

Displacement: 20,000 
tonnes. Length: 204 
metres.Beam: 30.8 metres. 
Draught: 8 metres. Aircraft: 
Up to five Sea King helicop¬ 
ters. Armament: Four 20mm 
air-defence guns, two forward 
and two aft. Propulsion: 
Sulzer 10RN90 diesel produc¬ 
ing 26,100 bhp and driving a 
six-blade fixed propeller; bow 
thruster and active stabiliser. 
Speed: 20 knots. Comple¬ 
ment: 211 Including 60 RFA 


lilies by operating up to five Sea 
King helicopters. She will pro¬ 
vide solid-stores support for 
warships in the South Atlantic 
and will supplement Navy and 
RAF operations. 

Key to her swift conversion 
is the Modular Arapaho system 
designed by the Americans to 
transform merchant ships into 
aircraft carriers. 

By the end of the year the 
Reliant had completed her basic 
operational sea training with a 
view to a long deployment in 
the South Atlantic. But her 
planned programme was 
overtaken by events in another 
dangerous corner of the world 
— the Lebanon. 

With four Sea King helicop¬ 
ters of 846 Naval Air Squadron 
embarked, the Reliant left Port¬ 
land on January 2, arriving off 
Lebanon ten days later. There 
she played a major part in the 
evacuation, operating as many 
as three helicopters on deck at 
one time. In ten hours on 
February 11, five hundred 
people were airlifted to Cyprus 
via the ship. 

Now the Reliant is under¬ 
going a docking and essential 
defects period which is expected 
to last until July. Then she is 
due to revert to the programme 
mapped out for her last year. 


squad 


RFA Reliant — an 
Invaluable addition to 
Britain's warship 

support capability 
and (left) a Sea King 


after the ship's return 


c 


staging ship for the 
evacuation of 500 

people. 
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THAT PIONEERING BREED 


AS A PIONEERING vessel, RFA 
Reliant has much in common with her 
namesake of the Fifties and Sixties. 

The earlier ship was the first air / 
victualling stores support ship capable of 
replenishing aircraft carriers at sea. and like 
the modern Reliant was taken up from trade. 

As the mv Somcrsby she was completed at 
Sunderland in 1954 and for two years traded 


as a grain carrier between Britain and the 
Gulf of Mexico. She was converted at 
Chatham for her RFA role, renamed Reliant 
and left for the Far East in 1958 to fulfil the 
concept that aircraft carriers should be able to 
spend more time at sea. independent of shore 
bases. 

The Reliant had a helicopter landing 
platform built over the poop deckhouse, had 
an endurance of 50 days' steaming at 16 knots 


and carried 40,000 different patterns of 
aircraft spares and naval stores. Besides 
which her clean lines made her one of the 
best-looking RFAs ever to serve the Fleet, 
earning her the nickname of "The Yacht." 

With the rundown of the Royal Navy's 
carrier force and the entry into service of 
purpose-built replenishment vessels, the 
Reliant became superfluous to requirements 
and in 1972 entered reserve at Rosyth. 
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D-Day 

gunfire 

shattered 

French 

illusions 

IN REFERENCE to the search 
for 1944 vintage contraceptives 
(April), yes I have to say it was 
a sigh) to be remembered as 
Landing Craft Personnel 
approached the Normandy 
beaches, line abreast, with rows 
of 303 rifles deployed port and 
starboard, protruding over the 
sides with those appropriate 
muzzle covers. 

Were the covers perhaps 
returning home? It was prob¬ 
ably wishful thinking to imagine 
the sound of female oo's and 
ah’s from behind these beaches. 

Alas the first rounds fired 
destroyed all illusions in more 
ways than one. — Nobby Hall 
(ex-46 RM Commando). 
Southwick. Sussex. 

Among the 
□ youngest 


AMUSEMENT AND ARGUMENTS 
OVER BRANCH TRADITIONS 


SOME of the traditions of branch 
structures in the Royal Navy have 
always amused me, and I read the 
letter about "Rear* Chiefs and Tiffs 
Mechs. 

This has always been the topic of 
explosive arguments In chiefs' messes. 
Possibly the Introduction of the title CPO 
and calling all tradesmen Tiffs" was 
meant to kill two birds with one stone: 
• It could be that to call Tiffs CPOs was 
to explain to the "Real" chiefs that 
although they had not waited In line 


and obtained qualifications they were 
entitled to live In the CPOs' mess. 

• To call all tradesmen "Tiffs" was to 
reduce the rivalry between “Tiffs" and 
"Mechs"; after all there are good and 
bad “Tiffs" In all branches. 

The change from PO to CPO (B13) Is 
quite exciting — the way No. 8s and 
overalls are discarded and replaced by 
the blue suit; becoming automatically a 
senior chief (acting); the privilege of 
accommodation In the CPO messes; 
being taken off duty lists (CWEMR 
disregard), and becoming part of the 


ship's management team. With all this is 
It worth becoming a “Tiff"? Money Isn’t 
everything! 

In this high technology age It Is a 
shame more Is not done to update some 
of the antiquated anomalies that exist In 
the RN. 

Although |ust a suggestion, this task 
could be done by the same people who 
keep reorganising the ME WE technical 
branches. Speaking from personal expe¬ 
rience these branches need a rest! — R. 
Fllby (ex-’’L", ex-OE, ex-MEMN(L), now (I 
think) CPOMEA(L)), HMS Challenger. 



Write to Navy News, Barham Block, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POl 3HH. 

A case or two of 



HAVING been told of a search 
for the youngest person in¬ 
volved in the D-Day landings, I 
believe that I was certainly 
among the youngest. 

I was a member of “C" Troop 
No. 3 Bombardment Unit, and 
was born 21.11.25, making me 
18 years 6 months 16 days on 
D-Day. 

Our party consisted of a cap- 
lain and bombardier. Royal Ar¬ 
tillery. and three Royal Navy 
wireless operators. Our job was 
to direct the ship's gunfire by- 
radio. — Donald Geoffrey, 
Pcartrcc. Manningtrcc. Essex. 

Not quite 
□ 100 proof 

THE MARCH issue mentioned 
that Mr. Billy Mills of Birming¬ 
ham. aged 101. still relished the 
odd "tot" of 100 proof rum. 

However the Royal Navy- 
issue of “ncaters” was in fact 
95.5 proof. The Admiralty did 
not issue 100 proof rum. — J. 
Glanz, Wallington, Surrey. 


night starvation 

SURVEY ROLE 
FOR WRENS? 


NAVY rules for after-hours victuals for watch-keepers are 
very much out of date — as indeed arc rules regarding meals 
for a lot of serving members. 

For example, a department packet of Naafi biscuits and 

which has ten after-hours watch- drunk your three gallons of tea. 

keepers will get ten times 36Vip 

allotted to them nightly , while a It does seem strange that the 

department which has two after- Service will give a person three 

hours watch-keepers will get good meals within a working 

two times 36Vip. day. but will not do so for 

This means that the depart--'-*" 1 -**'“** 

ment with ten will get a gener¬ 
ous amount of after-hours 
victuals, while the department 
with two will receive little. 

By belonging to a big de¬ 
partment you will get fed; while 
in a small unit, doing a 13-hour 
night watch, your stomach will 
feel as if your throat has been 
cut. after you have eaten your An official reply points out 
that the cost ol feeding visitors 
to naval messes is recovered. 
In the same way as casual 
meal charges, either from MOD 
funds, the individuals or the 
hosts, depending on the type ol 
visit. 


HAVING just read with interest about members of 
the Women’s Royal Naval Service at Royal Arthur, 
it brought to my mind that old chestnut about 
Wrens at sea. 

Why not kill the lie about Wrens being not truly equal 
to sailors because “they don't know what It’s like at sea," 
and train them to take on the seagoing role of (say) the 
Hydrographic Inshore ships? And I mean every Job in 
the ship. 

Then the skills of our Wrens would not be wasted and 
they would be fully Integrated, and equal, at sea. — AG 
Fowler. (CPO). HMS Rooke. 

I HEARD on the radio that the first member of the 
Women's Royal Naval Service to serve in a ship was on 
board HMS Hermes at Devonport. 

In 1942 I was serving in HMS Medway, the submarine 
depot ship, at Alexandria. On board were two Wrens 
operating coding machines, and when the ship was 
ordered to Haifa they requested to remain on board to 
continue their duties. 

The Medway was sunk by enemy action. The Wrens 
not only showed courage and discipline, but one of 
them was awarded a Mention In Despatches for saving 
lives and assisting with medical attention to survivors 
aboard the destroyer which rescued them. — James H. 
Williams (aged 79), Chatham, Kent. 

On the same subject, a letter to The Times gave a 
reminder that First Officer Barclay. WRNS, served on 
board the mainly French-crewed HMS Fidelity which was 
lost with all hands when the ship was torpedoed In mid- 
Atlantic on December 31. 1942. "7 he Fidelity was 
probably the only RN ship In which a female held an 
executive officer's post." said the correspondent. 


Perhaps if Ihc Navy cut down 
on feeding the hundreds of 
visiting people and school chil¬ 
dren there might be enough left 
in the kitty to feed the serving 
people. - (LRCXT)). 


LEAD CRYSTAL 
Captain’s Decanter Set 
Plus FREE Whisky Decanter 


There has to be some control 
of expenditure in the form of 
allowances for all daily feeding 
and supplements. It is pointed 
out. Eligibility for some of these 
must also depend on whether 
the individual is accommo¬ 
dated or not But within these 
rules, it should be possible to 
maintain an adequate and fair 
standard for all 

The advice Is: "U you feel this 
is not happening, then your 
best course ol action is to 
represent it within your ship or 
establishment ." — Editor. 


Why PoWs were exchanged 


PERHAPS 1 can throw some 
light on the "prisoners ex¬ 
change" mystery referred to in 
the Tetter from Lcn Careless 
(April issue). 

1 was one of the prisoners in 
the British-Italian exchange in 
March 1943. having been cap¬ 
tured at Tobruk in September 
the previous year. 

The total number of British 
prisoners exchanged was 862, 
including men from HMS Sikh 
(more than 200), air crews from 
HMS Ark Royal, and crews 
from the submarines Oswald. 
Tempest. Cachalot and P32. 

The Italian prisoners had 
been interned in Saudi Arabia, 
where they were a considerable 
embarrassment due to shortage 
of food, and eventually it was 
agreed that they should be 


exchanged in a Turkish port for 
British prisoners. — L. P. Wil¬ 
son (ex-Sikh). Bedford 
Other letters on this subject 
included those from men in the 
exchange: ex-bunting tosser 
Reg MUIer, Warrington, W. 
Wright (ex-Sikh). Southampton, 
who would like to see a Sikh 
get-together: Stanley Muir. 
Heckmondwike. who has 
already been in touch with 
mates from the Sikh; and J. H. 
Stembridge (ex-Zulu), Torquay. 

Making an 
□ impression 

IN ANSWER to Percy Cullum's 
letter "Pressing Inquiry" 
(March). I was serving in the 


battleship Hercules in 1912-14, 
and this method of pressing 
clothes was used in the broad¬ 
side messes of those days. 

By using a flat piece of wood 
about four inches wide and two 
feet long with a handle like a 
cricket bat, and wrapping the 
item to be pressed round a 
rolling pin. it was then rolled 
out on the mess stool. 

Good results were obtained 
by this method. It was usually 
used to smarten up the blue 
Jean collars prior to Sunday 
divisions and other special 
occasions. — L. A. West (ex- 
CPO GI). Lymington, Hants. 

Several other readers have 
confirmed the use ol this press¬ 
ing method in HM ships and 
training establishments. — 
Editor. 


PAP Iwnan SAVE POUNDS 

.«*-** I Tim D So includes 

..J!*-** 1 Oapuin’s Decanter and 
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nu. w-i, n^rr 


HAMPTON CRYSTAL COMPANY 


Ball is 
now in 
this 
loser's 
court 

WHILE fisning 50 miles north- 
cast of Scarborough (I am crew 
on board the fishing boat Pros¬ 
pector). we picked up a 
battered suitcase on which was 
painted by hand the words 
"HMS Zulu”, and at the bot¬ 
tom. "Stiriinc". 

Inside the case were: one 
mat clot's hat minus hat band, 
one pair black socks, one pair 
underpants, and one T-shirt 
with the slogan "Tennis players 
have fuzzy balls." 

The hat is now a trophy in 
Scarborough RNA Club, of 
which I am a member. If the 
loser of the said articles calls at 
the club 1 would like to buy him 
a drink and find out the sad 
story of his loss. — Anthony 
East, Scarborough. 

MY OLDER cousin, who is a 
fisherman, was fortunate 
enough to find a bottle with 
such contents as a US visa 
information form: a Hong Kong 
tourist information form; some 
Chinese money; Royal Navy- 
recreational tour ticket; a 
tribute to submarines, written 
by Winston-Churchill, with the 
mime Robert Lennon attached; 
photographs of Bob Lennon 
and of HMS Kina George V; 
and a Submarine Old Comrades 
Association paper from 
Merseyside branch. 

1 am anxiously awaiting your 
reply to receive the reward 
offered. The finder's name is 
Ferdinand Williams. — Andy 
Durrani, Broughton District. 
Little London P O . 
Westmoreland, Jamaica. WI. 

Interesting, but we re afraid it 
doesn't mean anything to us. 
Anyone with any information 
should write direct to Mr. 
Durrani. — Editor. 

Dainty suit 

□ ruined! 

READING about HMS Dainty 
certainly stirred my memory — 
with great affection. 

She picked up our survivors 
from the Calypso, sunk only a 
few hours after Italy entered the 

I would be pleased to hear 
from the shipmate who gave me 
his immaculate No. 6 suit to 
wear (I was naked and covered 
in oil fuel when I reached the 
Dainty). I am afraid I ruined 
the suit for him. — V. E. Ford 
(e.x-PO Tel). Bristol. 

Praise for 

□ Corsair 

UNDER "Books" in the April 
issue, reading the review of 
"Naval Wings '. I was surprised 
to read of the Corsair, "one of 
the less suitable planes." 

1 flew from carriers during my 
seven years as a pilot from 1942 
and though I did not fly a 
Corsair. 1 did fly Seafircs. and 
there was no doubt in my mind 
that the Corsair was the better 
fighter. — J. A. H. Braidwood, 
Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear. 

Torquay 

□ and Suez 

REGARDING the caption to 
the Bulwark-Hcrmcs picture in 
your May issue stating that the 
Bulwark was the Royal Navy’s 
only remaining survivor of ihc 
1956 Suez operation, 1 would 
suggest that unless something 
drastic has happened to HMS 
Torquay recently she might still 
carry the distinction. 

I've got a GS Medal (red and 
white) with Suez clasp to prove 
it and I'm sure about 200 cx- 
Torquays will probably have 
told you so also — W. Clark, 
Cdr (Retd.). Corstorphinc, 
Edinburgh. 
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DROPPING OF 
COURSE IS 



DON’T MISS THE JACK CARTOON BOOK — SEE BACK PAGE 


'BEWILDERING 


AS a prospective petty officer stores accountant, I am 
bewildered by the dropping of the POSA qualifying courses. 
Surely it must be realised that the biggest step for many 
ratings is that from leading i— D/ "* 

The rate introduces full man¬ 
agement. and the possibility of 
becoming in charge of a small 
ship's stores set-up. 1 would 
have thought that a six-week 
course would have been essen¬ 
tial to function well as a POSA. 

The study guide seems to be p, 
an inadequate way of getting — 

POSAs qualified, especially as 
on board operational ships most 
LSAs would find it difficult to 
be able to study in depth. — M. 

Kaminski (LSA). HMS 
Arcthusa. 

Recalling the economies im¬ 
posed by the Government s 
1961 Defence Review, an offi¬ 
cial reply explains that the 
Admiralty Board, in order to 
maintain front-line strength, had 
to cut support and training 
costs ashore to the barest 
minimum. 

The chop was pretty severe 
- about 40 per cent, -andall ** emy 
branches of the Service were 
affected A decision had to be 
taken on whether to abolish 
leading rate or PO level 
courses, and the best solution 
was found to vary between 
branches. In the case of the 
Stores Accountant, profes¬ 
sional training at leading rate 
level was regarded as the most 
vital. The loss of the POSA 
course was a severe but un¬ 
avoidable blow. 


This fooled 
D no one 


l years' service in the 
vy, even an elderly 

,- ..slices that jackstay 

transfers are now earned out in 
an alarmingly new way if the 
picture (April) of HM ships 
Londonderry and Torquay is to 
be believed. 

I know that Fleet tactics must 
not be made public, but I would 
be very surprised if those pic¬ 
tured were not trying to pass a 
tow! — J. A. Jack (lieut.-cdr.). 
Office of the Flag Officer Scot¬ 
land and Northern Ireland. 

And everyone else would be 
surprised too. Though it was 
the April edition, there was no 
intention to play the fool. Sorry 
“- Editor. 


Pension anomalies 
for a charge chief 


Harwich here 
□ we come! 


AS another wartime Harwichite 
I would like to second the 
excellent suggestion by David 
Welsh (March issue) for a 
reunion to be organised perhaps 
by the local Royal Naval Asso¬ 
ciation branch. 

Wasn’t there a young two- 
striper called Philip Mountbat- 
ten in one of the old V and Ws? 
Certainly the now Rear- 
Admiral P, F. Powlctt was in 
command of HMS Shearwater, 
in which I was a very ordinary 
telegraphist in 1940-41. 

A reunion could be quite an 
occasion. — Maurice K. Tither, 
Chesterfield. 

I ALSO have grand memories 
of Harwich and would like to 
return there one day if a 
reunion could be arranged. — 
Tom Vann, Leicester. 


AS 1 AM in my final year of 
service, I decided to investi¬ 
gate the facts concerning my 
pension as a charge CTO. 

MOD Naval Pay and Pen¬ 
sions "Short guide to ratings' 
pensions" states that "II per 
cent is deducted from the 
comparator remuneration to 
take into account the superior 
superannuation benefits that 
ratings will enjoy." This means 
that when ratings' pay is calcu¬ 
lated against comparable civi¬ 
lian rates of pay for the job. 11 
per cent is taken away and the 
remainder divided by 365 to 
give a daily rate of pay. Effec¬ 
tively 11 per cent is taken away 
from pay to pay for the pension. 


same pension as their non. tech, 
equivalents. 

Surely an increase in pension 
for the charge CPO would not 
create any serious administra¬ 
tive difficulties. After all, the 
Royal Marines, the Army and 
the' RAF all manage to pay their 
warrant officers second class an 
improved pension. 

I believe the anomaly is 
known about, but the question 
is being ignored at the expense 
of artificer senior rates, particu¬ 
larly the charge CPO. — B. M. 
I). Elliott, Charge CPO. HMS 
Neptune. 


this question has been raised in 
the past is that a charge CPO is 
still only a CPO and not a 
warrant officer second class. 
The terms of reference of a 
charge CPO, the responsibility 
and authority invested in him 
belie this statement. 

The fact that a directive has 
been made to divisional officers 
to encourage CPOMEAs of 
several years experience to take 
the relevant charge qualification 
also belies this statement. 

This anomaly docs not only 
apply to the charge CPO but all 
tnc way through the artificer 
structure. The Fleet CPO art. 
and the tech, warrant officer 
first class both receive the same 
pension and pay the same con¬ 
tribution yet both pay more for 
their pension and receive the 


would have other ramifications. 

A charge chief, although 
receiving more pay than a 
chief, remains a substantive 
chief. Our correspondent who 
feels strongly that anomalies 
exist will not be overjoyed to 
hear that there is no knowledge 
of any present plan to change 
the system of tying pension to 
substantive rate. — Editor. 


the Stores Branch is beginning 
to benefit from the OASIS 
programme, and pre-loinlng 
training tor senior stores ratings 
had been increased from one 
week to two. The study guides 
wit be reviewed based on 
experience of use — Editor. 


I READ with Interest In Newsvlew (March) that: "Some have 
lurid tales to tell of what happened during the long refit of HMS 
Nonsuch — with emphasis on the long." 

There was a German destroyer renamed Nonsuch (D 107) In 
which I served as a stoker from 1947-49. Is It the same ship — 
if so, I would be pleased to hear what happened to her. 

The refit did take some time, what with experimental 
translation of German to English. 

When the day camp to put to sea for trials she looked spick 
and span, and photographs taken from the air showed how 
much work was put in by the crew and dockyard. There was 
Nunsuch like the Nonsuch! — R. C. Wells. Ex SM. Aylesbury, 
Bucks. 

Interesting to note that the Nonsuch refit did take "some 
time" but we have to admit that ours was a mythical Nonsuch 
as, we hope, most readers appreciated. Next time well have to 
make It "HMS So-and-So" (and trust there wasnT a real ship of 
that name). 

To clarify the matter, the reference books show Mr. Wells' 
Nonsuch was the German destroyer Z38, captured and named 
HMS Nonsuch In 1945. Eventually she was broken up In 1950. 
There have also been a number of other Nonsuches In the 
Royal Navy — Editor. 


Representative 

It was explained to us that 
Armed Forces pensions are 
based, not on an individual's 
personal pay. but on a repre¬ 
sentative rate of pay common 
to all Servicemen of the same 
rank, ensuring that all with the 
same length of service receive 
the same pension. 

The 11 per cent deduction is 
not regarded as a contribution 
from individual Service pay 
towards pension benefits but 
an adjustment to comparator 
earnings as part of the process 
of formulating rates of pay. 

It is. we are told, an across- 
the-board deduction which is 
the measure of the greater 
value of the Armed Forces 
Pension Scheme, taken as a 
whole, compared with the 
value of the average civilian 
comparator scheme 

One suggestion sometimes 
voiced is that the charge chiel 
should be created a warrant 
officer 2 but this, we are told. 


First World War 
□ cutlasses 


Paying more 


Drawing up a tabic compar¬ 
ing pensions, daily rates of pay, 
annual payment of 11 per cent, 
and the pension shown as a 
percentage of pay. highlights 
several anomalies. 

A charge CPO is paying sub¬ 
stantially more for his pension 
than a non-tech. CPO, yet both 
receive the same pension. 
Taken as a percentage ol gross 
annual pay. the charge CPO is 
receiving J8.18 per cent and a 
non.tech, is receiving 33.2 per 


1 WAS interested to read 
(March edition) about the use 
of cutlasses in the Royal Navy. 

I was an ordinary seaman in 
HMS Royal Sovereign when 
German ships were scuttled at 
Scapa Flow after the First 
World War. When the Germans 
were picked up, the seamen 
guarding them wore cutlasses. 

It may be that this was the 
last occasion on which cutlasses 
were issued by the Navy on 
service. — R. N. F. Leo, Deal. 
Kent - 


Your prayers 
□ sought 

AS AN ex-shipwright In 
HMS Flsgard s S46 entry, 
may I ask to be remem¬ 
bered in prayer by all 
those who have known 
myself and my family? 

I am to be ordained 
deacon In the Church of 
England by the Bishop 
of Bath and Wells at 
Wells Cathedral on Sun¬ 
day July 1 and then to 
eerve the people of the 
parish of St John the 
Baptist. Wellington. — 
Geoff Walsh. Wellington, 
Somerset. 


This anomaly is compounded 
when the comparison between 
the charge CPO and both the 
tech, and non.tech, warrant 
officer second class is made. 
Both classes of warrant officer 
pay less for their pensions, yet 
receive larger pensions than the 
charge CPO. 

The standard answer when 


1943 - THE YEAR WE 
SHELLED THE U.S. 
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I WONDER if your readers 
can help to complete the 
record of how many British 
ships were guilty of firing 
shells on United States terri¬ 
tory during 1943. 

During my researches on the 
Captain-class frigates (US- 
built). two of my correspon¬ 
dents have described such 
incidents. 

Frank Phelps of Gloucester 
recalls that when HMS 
Bayntun was carrying out gun 
triuls off Boston. Mass., in early 
1943 there was a "hang fire" in 


one of the 3in. guns, resulting in 
the gun firing on a dangerous 
bearing and the shell landing 
(harmlessly as it happened) in a 
local cemetery. 

Local papers proclaimed “RN 
ship fires on US territory for the 
first time since the War of 
Independence.” 

A similar occurrence is also 
reported to have happened on 
board HMS Braithwaitc, which 
commissioned in November. 
1943. 

Having served as an ordnance 
artificer in one of these ships 
(HMS Cubitt), 1 remember that 


there were early problems with 
a firing mechanism plunger on 
the rather primitive breech of 
the 3in. guns, causing the 
plunger to stick at embarrassing 
moments. 

This resulted either in the gun 
firing unexpectedly as soon as 
the breech was closed, or at 
some (delayed) period, after the 
gunlayer pressed the firing 

It is quite possible that other 
incidents happened before the 
various ordnance artificers gave 
the plunger more clearance. — 
D. Collingwood, Wantage. 
Gxon. 
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HMS Wakeful prepares to help HMS Undlsfarne with a tow out of harbour. 


Wakeful pulls her 



A GOOD SPOT 
TO DO YOUR 


weight in Manx visit 


A VISIT by HMS Wakeful to the Isle of Man 
proved a great success. Events included a 
wardroom reception for the Lieutenant Gov¬ 
ernor. Rear-Admiral Sir Nigel Cecil and 
Lady Cecil, the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Douglas, and the First Deemster. 

A soccer match arranged with Douglas Fire 
Brigade resulted in a sound thrashing for the ship's 
XI, but there was great compensation in the after- 


match celebrations. 

A children’s party was held for 15 youngsters 
from the National Children's Home in Ramsay — 
and was as much enjoyed by the'ship's company as 
by the children. 

While at the island the Wakeful had the chance 
to demonstrate her towing prowess. HMS 
Lindisfamc had suffered a mechanical breakdown 
and the Wakeful was involved with an ocean-going 
tug in getting her out of harbour at Douglas. 


APPOINTMENTS 


Admirals swop jobs 


REAR-ADMIRAL H. L. 
O. Thompson, Director 
General Marine Engineer¬ 
ing,- is to succeed Rear- 
Admiral M. A. Vallis as 
Director General Surface 
Ships on August 24. 

On the same day Rear- 
Admiral Vallis takes over as 
Director General Marine 
Engineering from Rear-Admiral 
Thompson, and will continue as 




All our flowers are presented in a superb gift box. 

We send our flowers to addresses throughout the U.K. 
Orde ring is simple • just fill in the coupon below in 
LOCK LEI IERS PLEASE. For additional orders make ot 
your own coupon. 

Urgent orders can be telephoned to 0481 65055 anytime 
quoting all the details on your coupon. 


EXERCISES 


SOUTH ATLANTIC deployments arc being increasingly regarded as an 
opportunity for training in many fields, and the Task Unit led by HMS Liverpool 
has been involved in one form of training or another ever since the group left 
British waters back in January. 

On their way to Gibraltar the ships were subjected to intensive air defence exercises 
with the assistance of the Royal Air Force, the Fleet Air Arm and French aircraft. 

As they made their way down Ops. Room teams became to carry out seamanship evolu- 
.u- * better acquainted with RAF and ’■* -* ' - - - 

Army procedures, while the 
gunships took advantage of 
West Falkland's uncongcstcd 
ranges. A week with the Fleet 
Target Group enabled anti-air 
firings of gun and missile sys¬ 
tems against unmanned target 


the Falklands via Ascension 
Island the emphasis changed to 
the practising of close 
manoeuvres, steaming 
darkened, and tactics and pro¬ 
cedures to be used on patrol in 
the Protection Zone. 

Once on station the ships 
found frequent opportunities to 
track and engage RAF Phan¬ 
toms, Harriers and Hercules 
aircraft, returning the compli¬ 
ment by towing splash targets 
for the fighters to bomb. 


Training in shiphandling and 
coastal navigation for bridge 
teams around the Falklands is 
almost without parallel, and the 
ships report numerous chances 


Mechs commiserate 

GRYTV1KEN. South Georgia, was the unusual venue for a small 
ceremony at sunset on April 1 to mark the first anniversary of the 
passing of the Mechanician rate. 

Present were a group of ex-mcchs from HMS Nottingham, 
including KCPO Brockerton, CPOs Davies, Chapman. Harrison, 
Nichols, Pritchard, Broom, Miles, Bradbury, Cooper and Tapson, 
and POs Richardson and Midgely, rx-Mceh Lieut. Appleton, the 
Nottingham’s commanding officer, Cdr. Essenhigh, and 
Lieut.-Cdrs. Jackson (WEO) and Wright (MEO). 


lions with their boats, towed 
devices and danbuoys, and 
almost every method of 
replenishment. 

A consequence of all this has 
been the rapid progress made 
on task books. Ships returning 
to the UK after months in the 
South Atlantic have many can¬ 
didates for advancement and 
promotion boards. The amount 
of free time that has to be spent 
in the ships has also meant 
greatly increased numbers 
studying for exams or attending 
classes. 

Probably the roost noticeable 
and demanding aspect of train¬ 
ing in the South Atlantic is the 
requirement to adjust to five 
months of almost continuous 
operations and weapon availabi¬ 
lity, with manpower at a high 
suite of readiness and precious 
little chance for serious or long 



roara her defiance at HMS Penelope aa the Leander frigate secure* 
to a buoy In Leith harbour. South Georgia. 


A female elephant 
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Alacrity 

honours 

sister 

ships 


TOP QUALITY J 
BRITISH SHIRTS' 
Minimum quantity 
only 12 shirts printed 
with your oun design 


Return 
of the 
Ajax 
tooth 


Crowns for wounded 


THE 777 British Servicemen wounded in the Joan Middleton and Mrs. Daisy McKay, shop 

Falklands war are to receive a special Falklands assistants at the town's West Store. 

thc^islands' 6 ^ '° C ° mmem ° ra ' C Ac libcra,k>n ° f They handed over the crowns to Major General 
Three Falklandcrs raised £1,942 on the island (o Commissioner and Force 

buy the crowns, which will be flown to Britain for Commander. 

distribution by the Ministry of Defence. The The crowns arc worth 50p as legal tender in the 
money was raised by Mrs. Betty Ford, a Port Falklands, but are sold in special presentation 

Stanley telephone exchange operator, and Mrs. packs for £2.50. 


Penelope 
gets to 
trigger 
island 
at last 


A MOUNTED whale's tooth 
has been returned to HMS Ajax 
nearly 35 years after it had gone 
missing. It was presented to the 
Second World War cruiser HMS 
Ajax by the people of the 
Falkland Islands, South Georgia 
and the South Shctlands in 
January 1937. 

The tooth, from a South 
Atlantic whale, was mounted on 
a wooden ink blotter inscribed 
to commemorate visits by the 
Ajax to the islands, and her part 
in the rescue of a survey party. 
ANONYMOUS 

When the Ajax was scrapped 
in 1949 the tooth disappeared, 
only to emerge last year when it 
was sent anonymously to the 
Daily Telegraph. On May 3. 
Mr. A J. Mcllroy of the Tele¬ 
graph visited the present Ajax 
at Portsmouth to hand over the 
tooth to the commanding offi¬ 
cer. Capt. Peter Abbott. 

ALso present was Capt. Doug¬ 
las Woolf RN (retd.), who 
served in the previous Ajax 
from 1937 to 1940. 


HMS PENELOPE arrived at 
South Georgia in early March 
just after the first, picturesque 
dusting of winter snow. It was 
a ease of "third lime lucky," 
for the frigate had missed out 
on a visit to this unique island 
on her two previous tours of 
duty in the Falklands. 

Just over two years ago a 
group of Argentine scrap mer¬ 
chants landed at Leith in 
South Georgia, triggering the 
events which led to war. 

Task unit ships now 
regularly call at South Georgia 
for periods of five days to 
make sure there is no repeti¬ 
tion — and to let their com¬ 
panies ashore for a “leg- 
stretcher." 

SHORE PATROLS 

Army patrols arc landed at 
key points along the coast 
normally inaccessible to the 
resident infantry detachment 
based at Grytviken. the aban¬ 
doned whahng station. 

These patrols arc aug¬ 
mented by sailors keen to 
experience the Army way of 
life in such a forbidding, gla¬ 
cial environment, while their 
places on board are filled by 
soldiers eager for a change of 
scenery. 

All the ships of Group Kilo 
visited South Georgia, where 
more than one leg-stretcher 
found he was not as brave as 
he thought when the inquisi¬ 
tive scab, moved in to investi¬ 
gate. Elephant and fur seals, 
reindeer and penguins on the 
island arc surprisingly 
unafraid, and almost as curi¬ 
ous as their human visitors. 


Two new 
Hunts to 
sign on 


South Georgia. The cloud formation should 


Libertymen from HMS Nottingham head towards King Edward Point. Grytviken, 
Interest meteorologists. 


There's room 
to roam in the 
wide outdoors 


ANYONE who served in the 
Second World War Hunt-class 
destroyers Middleton and 
Chiddingfold is invited to attend 
the commissionings of two new 
mine countermeasures vessels 


HMS Chiddingfold is nearing 
completion at the Woolston 
yard of Vosper Thomycroft and 
is due to be accepted and 
commissioned next month. Old 
Chiddingfoldiuns should contact 
the Senior Officer, HMS 
Chiddingfold. Vosper Thorny- 
croft Ltd., Silvermere House. 
Obelisk Road, Woolston, 
Southampton, Hants. 

HMS Middleton is due to 
commission at Portsmouth on 
August 10. and her "old boys" 


THE LACK of pubs and clubs on the Falkland Islands helps to concentrate the 
mind on the wide outdoors. The mountains of West Falkland, the many rivers and 
inland waters, and the open countryside arc a ready-made adventure playground 
for the nature lover. 

Ships' companies of nigby championship, achieved peted for at an Olympiad held 
Group Kilo hav/ged every ^ 

opportunity to take part in Twic k cn ham encounter between by HMS Nottingham, but sub- 

maratnons. orienteering, i he two old rivals, and a 20 0 scqucntly changed hands several 

_j---*——-- • “ • ■ times as soccer, squash and 

rugby challenges were laid down 
and accepted. 

There arc two other trophies 
for ships on station in the South 
Atlantic; the Corporate Cup 
and Kelly's Garden Shovel. The 
Shove) was made from a 4.5in. 
she [lease recovered from HMS 
Antelope and presented by 
HMS Cardiff in 1983 
The original Shovel has now 
left the islands. When the 2nd 
Battalion Royal Regiment of 
Fusiliers, who were affiliated to 
the Antelope, returned to the 
UK in March, they asked if they 
could display the trophy at their 
Regimental Headquarters in the 
Tower of London. 

REPLICA SHOVEL 
HMS Liverpool, last winners 
of the Shovel, made a replica 
which will continue to inspire 
sporting competition bet wean 
units based in the San Carlos 
Area and visiting ships. 

The islands abound with wild¬ 
life. for they arc the main 
breeding grounds for numerous 
species of sea birds which roam 
the southern oceans. Seals and 
scalions survived the depriva¬ 
tions of the sealers, although 
sadly commercial whaling left 
little trace of these fine mam¬ 
mals in the South Atlantic. 


HMS ALACRITY marked her 
return to the Falkland 
Islands for the first time 
since the war by paying 
tribute to the dead ol her 
sister ships, HMS Antelope 
and HMS Ardent, at a 


Campito Hill on March 18. 

A memorial on the hill 
overlooking the graves of 
both ships was constructed 
by the companies of Type 
21 frigates Involved In the 
conflict, and is maintained 
by successive task units. 

Six of the Alacrity's ship's 
company were survivors of 
the two frigates, and with 11 
fellow survivors serving 
with other ships of Group 
Kilo joined 100 men from 
the Alacrity to pay their 
respects at the memorial. 

SERVICE 

A service was conducted 
by the Rev. Christopher 
Jarman, the Task Unit 
chaplain and Mr. Jerry 
Downing, canteen manager 
In the Alacrity and an Ante¬ 
lope survivor, read the 
lesson. 

Wreaths were laid by 
Capt. Patrick Rowe, Com¬ 
mander of the Task Unit 
commanding officer of HMS 
Liverpool, and a former 
commanding officer of the 
Antelope, by Antelope sur¬ 
vivor Lieut.-Cdr. Richard 
Govan, and by LMEM lan 
White, who nearly lost his 
life in the Ardent. 


Find out what quality's about 


C FLIGHT of 82 fi Naval Air Squadron returned to the 
Falklands in late February- after a six-month break at 
home. They relieved B Right. 

Task of the flight's five Sea King helicopters Ls to provide anti¬ 
submarine cover for warships in the Protection Zone around the 

DAILY SEARCH 

Four Sea Kings have been embarked in RFA Fort Austin, the 
other detached to RFA Tidespring. Working closely with other units 
of Group Kilo and elements of the RAF. C Right has searched the 
FIPZ every day to identify shipping. 

Inter-Service liaisons led to an invitation to fire live Rapier 
missiles ashore, and the flight was able to repay some Falkland 
Islands hospitality by lifting a fresh water tank to Sea Lion Island 
from a neighbouring settlement. 

Some flight members were sailing home in RFA Tidespring via 
Barbados and Puerto Rico, while others had to be content with a 
tour of South Georgia before being relieved by A Flight. 
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HIGH AND DRY 




I Hello, Holbrook 


SUPPORT YOUR 
LOCAL FIELD 
GUN CREW! 



Some of the worst wounds... 



are the ones that don’t show 

It used to be called shell-shock. Now we know more. We know that 
there are limitations to the human mind. 

Soldiers. Sailors and Airmen all risk mental breakdown from 
over-exposure to death and violence whilst in the service of our 
Country. Service... tn keeping the peace in Northern Ireland 
no less than in making war. 

We devote our efforts solely to the welfare of these men and 
women from all the Services. Men and women who have tried to 
give more than they could. 

Some are only 19, a few are nearly 90 years of age. 

We help them at home and in hospital. We run our own 
Convalescent Home and. for those who are homeless and cannot 
look after themselves in the community, our Hostel gives 
permanent accommodation. For others, a Veterans' Home where 
they can see out their days in peace. 

These men and women have given their minds to their 
Country. If we are to help them, we must have funds. Do please 
help to repay this vast debt. It is owed by all of us. 

~Thty‘vr given more than they could- pirate give at much at you con." 

CX-S6RUICCS 

mam welfare society 

Broadway House. The Broadway. Wimbledon SW191RL Tel: 01-543 S333 


A PARTY from HMS 
Manchester, liaison ship to 
the Royal Hospital School 
CCF, dropped in on 
Holbrook by helicopter to 
meet the cadets and team of 
the school training 
programme. 

They were greeted on the 
parade ground landing area 
by the chief naval Instructor 
at the school (Cdr. J. R. 
Lamb) and also met the 
headmaster (Mr. M. A. B. 
Kirk). 

In the picture the flight 
commander (Lieut. P. G. 
Muller) explains helo. 
workings to some of the 
cadets. The rest of the 
visiting party comprised the 
Manchester's commanding 
officer (Cdr. S. Taylor), the 
pilot (Lieut. D. R. Russell), 
the liaison officer (Lieut. I. 
M. Crabtree) and — visiting 
his old school, where he 
was a member of Cornwallis 
House — Lieut. Cdr. T. E. 
O'Brien. 


SAFAB CAN 


REACH YOU 


A PLEA over providing news for families 
when ships were diverted — and an outline 
of the way this matter is handled by the 
Naval Personal and Family Service — has 
produced further words on the topic from a 
chief who operates from one of the Navy's 
major Sailors' and Families' Advice 
Bureaux. 

Writing from the HMS Nelson SAFAB. CPO 
Dave Measom says, "A letter in the May edition 
of Navy News from a Hampshire sailor expressed 
his concern that when ships are diverted due to 
operational reasons, families arc left in the dark. 

"1 would like to point out that the SAFAB in 
HMS Nelson is geared up to provide a service 
whereby families can be informed, and has been 


:rvicc has been promulgated in the pas 
:d, is well used, often in conjunctior 


with the Link Families set-up if the ship has 
arranged one. 

"However, our crystal ball is not working too 
well and we have to rely on ships informing us of 
these changes, and whom they want us to inform. 

"We can reach not only the officer's wife who 
n on the telephone, but also the junior seaman's 
mum who may not be. If they live in Land's End 
or John O'Groals we can get the message 
through, provided we arc told about it.” 

Clyde Base families’ 
day is called off 

FAMILIES, particularly those in Scotland, 
should note that the Clyde Submarine Base 
families' day planned for Saturday July 7 (and 
mentioned in last month's Navy News) will not 
now take place. 



SWIM AIDS 
CHILDREN 


•warn hl« half mile In survival ktt isd 
M j f a cto L 

Together (hay have raised u*r 
C300 In sponsorship money by their 
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FOR FAMILIES 



Plymouth wives help 


SINCE its establishment seven years ago, the Naval Personal 
and- Family Service has developed into a fully-fledged 
organisation, with the Falklands conflict seeing its theories 
and practices firmly put to the test. 

But NPFS staff constantly look at new ways to improve not only 
their efficiency and usefulness but also their approachability. writes 
Meg Baxter from Plymouth. 


COPE certificates are presented by Commodore Richard Husk to the wives. From the left: Sheila Lancaster, Joy Eustice, 
Alyson Arnold. Maureen Byrne. Joy Warner. Jan Sims, Pam Bennett. Christine Kean, Diane Johns and Jane Taylor. Back left 
Is senior social worker Margaret Porter. 
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Interprint 


As a result, the Service 
recently took another step in its 
evolution by incorporating the 
help of those best equipped to 

themselves. 

The experiment is taking 
place in Plymouth, where nine 
naval wives and one other have 
already taken a 16-week course, 
which all passed with flying 
colours. They were presented 
with certificates to mark their 
success by Commodore Richard 
Husk, of HMS Drake. 

But their biggest test is yet to 
come as they actually start put¬ 
ting into practice all they have 
learned. 

KEY WORD 

The course was run by Stuart 
Williams (community social 
worker on the Plymouth NPFS 
staff) in conjunction with a 
national organisation called 
COPE. And cope is the key 
word, because the ten wives arc 
natural "copers" who will be 
trying to help less experienced 
naval wives who are having 
difficulties in coping with home¬ 
making, child-reanng and Ser¬ 
vice life. 

During their training the ten 
wives have made visits to Social 
Services' departments, chil¬ 
dren's homes and special clinics, 
and have studied child care, 
household management and 


safety in the home. They have 
learned from each other basic 
skills such as knitting, 
crocheting, flower arranging 
and sewing that they will now 
be able to teach others. 

What they aim to do is to 
encourage those wives who have 
been referred to them by Social 
Services to come along and join 
in “family groups.” Here they 
will all mull over their problems 
and try to find solutions to¬ 
gether, a kind of group therapy. 
After all, they do say that a 
problem shared is a problem 
halved and in Service life we 
have all at some time probably 


experienced the same kind of 
problem. 

That Ls the beauty of this 
experiment — that the ten wives 
will be doing what comes natur¬ 
ally to most women, helping a 
neighbour out of trouble. The 
only difference being that now 
she has a certificate to say she is 
qualified to do it! 

The true essence of what 
COPE is all about is best 
summed up by a civilian group 
leader, who has been involved 
in the scheme for some time 


'the street'; to what existed in 
the street before the wives went 
out to work. I have a picture in 
my mind of what I'm trying to 
create; people helping each 
other who arc neighbours in 
streets. 

"People did it in the past 
without books or anything. 
People who came into the street 
conformed to what was in the 
street. They weren't all put on 
estates — all brand new tenants 
with no rules or regulations. 
Young mums watched how the 
established mums dealt with 
situations. They didn't have to 
go to ‘agencies to find out how 


"I think that's what family 
groups arc. You are bringing 
back what existed in the street, 
but on neutral territory." 

Could it be that NPFS is 
leading us back to old fashioned 
values and behaviour — to a 
time when we eradicate the 
"I'm all right Jack” attitude and 
start helping each other again 
and stop relying so heavily on 
outside agencies? 

If the work of these ten wives 
catches on — who knows, 
maybe eventually even NPFS 
will be redundant and a thing of 
the past . . . 


No. 359 31st year 
Editorial and boat net* 
office: 

H.M.S. Nelson, 
Portsmouth. 

Portsmouth 822351 
oxts. 24194 and 24163 
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ext 24226 (business). 
GPO line: 

Portsmouth 826040 
Editor: 

John Tucker 
Deputy Editor: 
Chris HOTTOCka 
Assistant Editors: 
John Elliott, Joan .Kelly 
Anton Hanney 


"It was my intention through 
the family group to go back to 


AFTER sailors from HM ships 
Blckington, Alderney and 
Hydra had taken part in a 
Gibraltar Rock Race, 
LMEM(L) Bob McPherson 
(who was placed second) and 
nine volunteers from the 
Blckington were inspired to 
pull a theatre trolley (plus live 
“body") to the top for charity. 

Here Bob presents the £90 
raised to Mrs. Gerry Weaver, 
the RN Playgroup supervisor. 
With them are Ueut. Cdr. P. J. 
Hay (Base instructor officer) 
and some of the participants 
— AB(MW) Dave Burnett, 
AB(R) “Donna" Summers (the 
"body"), CK Jim Orr and 
LS(MW) John Merrill — with 
children of the playgroup. 

LA(Phoc) Chn» North 


Business Manager: 
Miss Maureen Brown 


THE NAUTICAL COLLEGE 
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Request time 


FAMILIES will be pleased to 
learn that the British Forces 
Broadcasting Service is produc¬ 
ing another scries of music 
request programmes for ships at 


Those who would like a 
request played should write, 
naming the sender and recipi¬ 
ent. together with the request, 
to: Ships Requests, BFBS Lon¬ 
don. PO Box 1234, London. W2 
1LA. 

The name of the ship should 
be given on the top left-hand 
corner of the envelope. 


BRUSH UP ON THOSE 
DECORATING RULES 


WELSH 

WALKS 


NAVAL personnel and 
families are Invited to 
take part in the non¬ 
competitive Welsh Inter¬ 
national Four Days 
Walks at Uanwrtyd Wells 
in September. 

In the spirit of the 
famous Nijmegen 
Marches, the Welsh 
Walks offer a variety of 
courses In beautiful 
countryside for teams or 
individuals. Details from 
the Secretary, Welsh 
International Four Days 
Walks, Uanwrtyd Wells, 
Powys, Wales (tel. 
059-13-517). 


avoiding unnecessary expendi¬ 
ture on houses already main¬ 
tained to generally-accepted 
standards. 


within the guidelines have been 
advised to commands and 
should be available locally. 

Those wishing to undertake 
self-help rcdccoration should 
obtain prior approval from the 
local Service nousing manage¬ 
ment. Paint in a wide range of 
colours will be supplied free by 
the PSA, but brushes and other 
materials and equipment have 
to be provided by die occupant. 

The scheme docs not include 
wallpapering or exterior 
decoration. 


PEOPLE living in married 
quarters arc allowed to 
decorate their homes on a 
self-help basis, but the 
scheme nas a number of 
rules. 

An official announcement ex¬ 
plains that the scheme operates 
in conjunction with the Property 
Services Agency and aims to 

P rovide a reasonable balance 
etween the freedom of occu¬ 
pants to decorate married quar¬ 
ters to their own taste, while 


normally redecorated by the 
PSA at intervals of not more 
than four ycats (three years for 
kitchens and bathrooms), says 

Self-help rcdccoration is 
regarded as a supplement to this 
routine and not as a substitute 
for it. Detailed means of 
implementing the procedures 
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Passer's is a Registered Tracks Mark 


'BATTLESHIP' 


ACTIVE 


Newcastle's 


new trophy 


HMS ACTIVE had a lot to live up to when she transited the 
Panama Canal during her five-month deployment to the 
United States and the Caribbean 


The thin's rugby team, due to 
play at the Pacific end of the 
canal, bad been billed as coming 
from “the Bnlith battleship 


beaches. About 
1.000 Mexicans visited the ship. 
— 1 i party for 25 orphans was 


by the Panam. _ 

Authority, who referred to the 
Active throughout as “that 


a pre-arranged i 
the P A O finer 


/Viter leaving Portland, the 
Active mode her first call at San 
Juan, capital of Puerto Rico, 
where her ship's company were 
warmly entertained by the 
British Commonwealth Society. 

Exercises 

En route to the Panama 
Canal the ship exercised with 
the Puerto Rican Air National 
Guard (PRANG), whose Cor¬ 
sair aircraft proved somewhat 
faster and more able adversaries 
than the Hunters and Canberra! 


night cor Ik. 

The canal transit was meant 
to be a priority passage, taking 
at most 12 horns. In the event it 
took nearly 20 hours, and wa» 
achieved at an average speed of 
two knots. 

After refuelling at the US 
Naval Base at Rodman, the 
Active sailed for Acapulco, 
enjoying uo the way a flat calm 
in which whales, •lolplims and 
flying fish were much in evi¬ 
dence around the ship. 

Charity activities, including a 
garden fete on the flight deck. 


hispassctigen 

Tile Active gave a display 
which included a replenishing 
approach and some fast 
manoeuvring before sailing off 
to San Diego for a programme 
of exercises with the United 
States Navy. 

Fox on 
target 

HMS FOX. the coastal 
survey vessel, did exception¬ 
ally well in the Plymouth 
and Scotland areas Skill at 
Arms meeting in HMS 
Raleigh. The Fox. by far Ihc 
smallest ship in ihc competi¬ 
tion. finished second overall. 

All<SR) Chris Hodge won 
the tyro class and 1.WTR Stuart 
Thomas was a dene second in 
the A category for ovcr-25s. 
POfSR) Stuart Elliott was third 
in the Pool Bull, which was an 
open event, while MEM(M) 


company 
high div 


ivers of La Quebrada selected to shoot at llislcy 


CHATTY 

CILIA 


Into RN air staff. 
CuldroAo with a London 
Weekend Tele vision crew 
to film for hor show *Sur- 


when the friendly star 
found time to chat with 
members of 771 Squad¬ 
ron, Including POACM 
Wally Wallace (left) and 
POACMN Scouse Stator. 
The film was due to be 
shown thfa month. 

maun LmPtwo Jam HkMn 


HMS Newcastle has a new trophy — a silver napkin ring from 
the Second World War cruiser of the same name. 

Mr John Wanffle (73). a 
member of the Eastbourne 
Royal Naval Old Comrades' 
dun. found the ring in a 
second hand shop in the town. 

When he read about the 
Newcastle reluming to Ports¬ 
mouth from patrol off the Falk¬ 
land IdamK he sent his find to 
the destroyer's wardroom 
president 

Lieut.-Cdr. Bruce Trenthara, 
the ship’s executive officer, 
invited Mr. War die and his wife 
Kay. a Second World War 
Wren, to lunch on board and 
tour the ship, which is in dock¬ 
yard hands having new cquip- 


Top communicators 

STOCKTON Communications 
Training Centre won the Duffy 
Trophy for 1984 in competition 
with seven other Royal Naval 
Reserve teams from Leeds, 
Manchester. Nottingham. Shef¬ 
field and Preston CTCs, and 
Mersey ami Tyne Drvhians- 


Welcome, 

Waveney 


HMS WAVENEY, first of 
the Royal Naval Reserve's 
new River class mine¬ 
sweepers, was handed 
over to the Royal Navy on 
May 2 at the Lowestoft 
yard of Richards 
(Shipbuilders) Ltd. 

As trie White Ensign re¬ 
placed I bo Red. Mr. Joe Bell, 
managing director of 
Richards, handed the ship 
over to Commodore Andrew 
Buchanen, Commodore Naval 
Ship Acceptance. 

An all-RN ship's company 
commanded by Lieut.-Cdr 
John Wiseman RN win carry 
out the shakedown trials 
before handing HMS Wave¬ 
ney to the RNR 

EXCLUSIVE 

The River* are the first 
class of ship to be designed 
exclusively for RNR uee and 
they will replace the Ton¬ 
eless ships. 

The Waveney displaces 900 
tons and he* a length end 
beam of 156ft and 34ft re¬ 
spectively. With a comple¬ 
ment of 30, she is powered by 
two Ruston diesel engines to 
givers top speed of about 16 

Among those pictured on 
board me ship during the 
ceremony were Mr. Bell, 

Commodore Buchanan. 

Lieut-Cdr. Wiseman and Mr. 

A. E. Sharp. Assistant Direc¬ 
tor Technical Services tvs** uwtmjcmi» 
(Warships). OOtHT It tteWv : Saemn 







































SINCE 1980, I he Royal 
Navy group of the Handi¬ 
capped Children's Pilgrim¬ 
age Trust (HCPT) has wit¬ 
nessed a miracle. 

They have succeeded, thanks 
to contributions from HM ships 
and shore lvises, and individual 
and team efforts, in raising 
money for up to 12 handicapped 
children of naval families, and 
from homes adopted tsy the 
Navy, to have the holiday ol a 
lifetime in Lourdes. in the south 

Hut the miracle does not end 
there Every year, volunteer 
helpers give up their Easter 
leave to care for the children 
during this special week The 


volunteers mcci their own 
expenses of up to £150 

On Easter Monday, 12 happy 
and excited children (eight ol 
them Irom naval families) 
accompanied by Fathci Ron 
Brown. RC chaplain HMS 
Raleigh, a team of naval nurses 
Irom RNH Stone house, and RN 
and WRNS officers and r.Hines, 
set off for Lourdes on the 
annual pilgrimage organised by 
the HCPT 

For the group's leaders. 
Father Jim Allen. RC chaplain 
HMS Collingwood, and 
CMEM(M) Andy McDonald, ol 
HMS Defiance, the group's 
founder membet. it was one of 
their most successful 
pilgrimages. 


It was exciting for Mark 
Hayden, aged |4, whose father. 
CTO Bill Hayden, serves at 
HMS Cambridge His visit to 
Ijourdcs was made possible by 
the Senior Rates' Mess of HMS 
Drake, who sponsored him 

A 24-hour disco, organised by 
the junior rates of Tnc Drake 
Club, helped Roy Padoc (10) 
from their adopted home of St 
Hlazcy. Cornwall, to share this 
special holiday with Mark and 
the other children. 

The RN group joined 5,000 
other handicapped children who 
■ravelled to L ourdes on three 
special HCPT trains Those 
unable to nuke the overland 
journey flew to Lourdes in a 


Go tell it on the mountain ... 


distinctive ted, white and blue 
Boeing 747. 

The children soon settled ui 
to enjoy the week's activities, 
which included treats ranging 
from donkey rides to outings to 
Gavamic. high in the Pyrenees. 

Hotch and guest houses ex¬ 
tended a great welcome to the 
young pilgrims, providing every 
facility, including special diets 


stay, the children had the bene¬ 
fit of day and night medical 
care 

If the )ob of helper is 
demanding, it is aho very re¬ 
warding The canng and sharing 
is very much a two-way effon. 
friendships being established 
which do not end when the 
children return home 

Anyone serving in the RN. 
RM. WRNS or OARNNS can 
volunteer to he a helper And 
anyone can apply to nave then 
handicapped child (8 to 18 
years) share this special holiday 


soil have the opportunity to 
discover a holiday centre where 
they feel completely at home 
For details of the RN(HCPT) 


Springtime In the Pyrenees ... and a posy of bright 
daffodils for little Kim Vivien, whose father Is a serving 
CPO. With her Is FCPO Pete Reilly, of HMS 
Collingwood. 

Plcturse: LX Phot) Qeofl Holland 


Royal Navy group members end helpers on a picnic day at Gavamie. Among them la 
Father Ron Brown. RC Chaplain at HMS Raleigh and soon to become Principal RC 
Chaplain ol the Navy, who celebrated Mass amid the scenic beauty of this idyllic 
spot In the Pyrenees. 
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Rnvulnnrl Mnnaa Lamhswool Sweators hv 


Rowland House Lambswod Sweaters by 
Elfordleigh Wolsey 

Plympton Sports/Casual Shirt 

Plymouth Wolsey 

Devon Hats 


FREE 


• DESIGN 

• DELIVERY 

Orders delivered to your ship anywhere. Ploaae send lor pr 
SHIPS IN PLYMOUTH 

Wo will be on board nt your oonvonlonco within 24 hours (or 


x less) at your request 
























EW instructions amended 


A CHANGE in the management of electronic 
warfare in the Royal Navy has resulted in an 
announcement amending instructions origin¬ 
ally promulgated in 1979. 

According to the statement. "The present 
structure of the Operations Branch gives a 
satisfactory basis for the conduct of electronic 
warfare at rating level. 

"Furthermore, the Introduction of the Special 
Duties (EW) provides a number of |unior officers 
with deep specialist knowledge. 

'However, the present division ot responsibility 
for EW between the Assistant Warfare 
Officer/Principal Warfare Officer (A) and the 
AWO PWO(C) has resulted in neither officer 
developing the necessary experience or deep 
expertise in all aspects of EW to use at staff level. " 

The statement goes on to explain that to 
achieve a central core of expertise among warfare 
officers, the PWO(C) will be given further EW 
training and henceforth be the officer who has the 
prime responsibility for EW. 


This responsibility will extend through middle 
seniority staff appointments to higher management 
levels. 

Within MoO the Chief Naval Signals Officer is 
now formally recognised as the professional head 
of EW in the Royal Navy, and will provide a focal 
point for EW matters, as he currently does for 
Communications. 

Captain SMOPS remains the titular head of the 
EW Sub-branch, as he is for all sub-branches of 
the Operations Branch. The EW section at 
SMOPS. HMS Dryad, remains part of the "A" 
Faculty. 

The present responsibilities that Director of 
Naval Warfare has for EW among an aspects of 
current warfare will remain unchanged, and the 
present dose liaison will be maintained with 
CNSO. 

“The intention of this change." says the 
statement, "is to provide a sound management 
structure for EW and to provide the expertise 
which is crucial to meeting the escalating chal¬ 
lenges in this field of warfare. 


“It is however acknowledged that EW pervades 
the various warfare disciplines and it will be 
essential for all warfare officers to maintain a 
thorough knowledge of the tactical application of 
EW." 

Training in EW officers' career courses has 
been increased with the introduction of the 
streamlined PWO course and an additional five- 
week module for the PWO(C). The present EW 
Module will be increased to indudo advanced 
radar band and intelligence-related EW training 
and be known as the "EW Adqual." 

Depending on his first appointment as a 
PWO(C), an officer will undertake the EW Adqual 
either immediately after his PWO course or after 
his first PWO sea appointment. 

This adqual is pnmanly for the PWO(C) but will 
be open to non-PWO(C) streamed officers in order 
to increase the number of specialists in the EW 
field and fill those billets involving EW responsibili¬ 
ties for which PWO(C) or SD(EW) officers are not 
available 
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j GET WISE DCIs 


☆ Language 
school 

IN JANUARY next year a 
new Defence School of 
Languages will come 
Into operation at the 


Block on 

branch 

transfers 



TRANSFER between branches 
following the annual review 
requirements. Details are: 

Obsolescent branches — 
Transfer into OPS(UW) (SM). 
NAM(O). WREN TSA. and 
WREN Educ has ceased. 

Overborne branches — 
Transfer into the following 
branches will not be allowed for 
at least a year: Medical assis¬ 
tant. caterer, cook, aircraft 
handler, air engineering 
mechanic; and In the WRNS. 
cook, stores accountant, air 


will be subject to limitations, 
of manpower and future 

engineering mechanic, photo¬ 
grapher, meteorologist, dental 
surgery assistant, and enrolled 
nurse (general). 

Sideways entry branches 
— The following are overborne 
and no entries will be accepted 
before March 31. 1985: Physi¬ 
cal trainer, photographer, quar¬ 
ters assistant. The following are 
over-subscribed and only out¬ 
standing candidates will be 
considered: Regulating. 



seaman. 

Underborne branches — 

Approval to transfer out of the 
following categories, except into 
sideways entry branches, will 
only be allowed in exceptional 
circumstances: Operations 
(diver), operations (electronic 
warfare), operations (radar), 
weapon engineering mechanic, 
and writer. WRNS: Writer (G). 

DCI (RN) 16884 


MEAKINS 


INDIVIDUAL ORDERS 

Yes we do complete individual orders, 
please send a S.A.E. for our 
individual order memo which will give 
all the information necessary to complete 
your order. 

I.E. sizes, colours, prices, designs 
available. 


la, Munster Read, North End, 
Portsmouth. Hants 0705 690711 

Please send for our bulk order colour catalogue 
and price list for an immediate superb range of 
embroidered and screen printed garments. 

D-DAY ANNIVERSARY 
SWEATSHIRTS & 
T-SHIRTS 

Sweatshirts (SS).£5.50 + 75p p&p 

T-SHIRTS (TS).£2.50 + 50p p&p 

Sizes 26 28 30 32SMLXL 
Colours SS: White. Navy. Grey. Sky, Red. Black 
Colours TS: White. Navy. Sky. Red. Black 

-'S«‘ Pto**» tend sa.e. tor torn and tnhrmaBon 

D-DAY 

( ANNIVERSARY 

X » A S/S & T/S 


NO 

WNCWAY 

1 . 66/84 


☆ New gloves 
and hoods 

AS FORESHADOWED last 
year, durably-proofed anti-flash 
gloves and hoods will shortly be 
coming into general issue in the 
Royal Navy, replacing current 
patterns on a wastage basis. 

The gloves and hoods are 
given a flame-resistant treat¬ 
ment during manufacture. This 
treatment will not wash out 
during the life of the garments 
and will remain effective pro¬ 
vided they are kept clean and 
are property laundered. 

DCI (RN) 160 84 
NEW-PATTERN flight deck 
helmets incorporating impact 
and bump protection are now 
available. They are intended for 
wear by Fleet Air Arm Engineer¬ 
ing (AE) and Aircraft Handler 
(AH) personnel in aircraft em¬ 
ployment serving in ships and 
units which regularly operate 
naval aircraft. 

Issues are to be on personal 
loan. 

DCI (RN) 18984 


Safer 
rig is 
issued 


BLUE working shirts and 
trousers in flame-resistant 
all-cotton material are being 
introduced for male officers 
and ratings in place of 
existing patterns in polyes¬ 
ter / cotton. 

Both in action and in the 
event of accidental fires, the 
new garments give greater pro¬ 
tection against heat, flash, and 
flame than is afforded by the 
present patterns. 

However, like all cotton 
garments, they will require more 
care and effort to wash and 
iron, with some shrinkage. Cor¬ 
rect washing is essential in 
order to retain the flame- 
resistant properties. 

The new garments have been 
redesigned to incorporate a 
number of improvements. 

Polyester/cotton shirts and 
trousers are no longer to be 
worn afloat, but may continue to 
be worn ashore in conditions 
where flame-resistant proper¬ 
ties are not essential. 

Because of the free issue of 
new garments. Kit Upkeep 
Allowance will be abated over a 
16-month period from June 
1984 to September 1985 by 
about £1.50 per month. 

DCI (RN) 18584 

☆ Sign of times 

AS a result of experience 
gained in the Falklands war. 
new instructions have been 
issued on safety signs and 
colours in HM ships and estab¬ 
lishments. especially in relation 
to luminiscent signs. 

DCI (RN) 158 / 84 


GRANT INCREASED 




AN INCREASE from £1.800 to 
£1,900 in the maximum grant 
has been agreed by the 
Trustees of the Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines Dependants' 
Fund to take effect from August 
1. 1984 

The annual report for the year 
ended July 31. 1983 (just 
issued) states that in the period 
under review 4,500 new sub- 
scnbers joined the fund, and 
3.800 left on release from the 
Service. 

This gave a total membership 
of 58.151, representing 95 per 


reported to the fund during the 
year, all but two of them being 
members. Road traffic acci¬ 
dents (23) and natural causes 
(18) were the major causes of 
reported deaths. 

In the case of the officers' 
fund for the same period. 680 
new subscribers joined and 726 
left on retirement from the 
Service, leaving a membership 
of 8.443 (85 per cent of eligible 
personnel). 

Eleven deaths were reported, 
all but one being a member. 

The amount of the maximum 
grant has also been increased 
in line with the ratings' fund. 

(Announcwmnl dead April 13. 1M4) 


Embroiderer and Screen Printer to the Royal Navy and Services 


Aim ot this regular feature Is to give i 
the new Defence Council Instructions 
service, but in the event of action bel 
text should be stud 
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Turbulent signs on 


HMS TURBULENT, second of the Navy's 
new class of nuclear-powered Fleet subma¬ 
rines, commissioned at the Barrow- 
In-Furness yard of Vickers Shipbuilding and 
Engineering on April 28. 

The Turbulent has carried out an exten¬ 
sive programme of trials off the West Coast 
of Scotland in recent months. Third subma¬ 
rine of the class, HMS Tireless, was 
launched last month and a further two 
boats are on order. 

The new Turbulent Is the fifth ship to bear 
the name. Vice-Admiral Sir Anthony Troup, 
executive officer of the Second World War 
submarine Turbulent, attended the com¬ 
missioning. Principal guest was Lady 
Cassldi, wife of the C-Tn-C Naval Home 
Command, Admiral Sir Desmond Cassldi. 
Lady Cassldi launched the Turbulent In 


Other guests Included Rear-Admiral Sir 
John Woodward, Flag Officer Submarines, 
and the mayors of Warrington and Barrow- 
in-Furness. The submarine is affiliated to 
Warrington. 

A commissioning cake eras cut by Mrs. 
Wendy Ughtoiler, wife of the commanding 
officer, Cdr. Tim Ughtoiler, and the young¬ 
est member of the crew, MEM John Ardron. 

• Members of HMS Turbulent's wardroom 
were entertained by the board of Rolls- 
Royce and Associates In Derby on March 22 
to mark the part played by the company in 
the design and procurement of the subma¬ 
rine's nuclear power plant 

Cdr. A. T. Ughtoiler, the commanding 
officer, was presented with the Rolls-Royce 
"Spirit of Ecstasy" figure and an engraved 
silver trey. 


PLASTIC 

HULL 

SAVED 

LEDBURY 


THREE SAILORS have received commendations for 
bravery during separate incidents which could have 
resulted in the loss of a ship and of life. 


MEM David Lavellc and 
MEM Alistair Craigic were 
presented with Commandcr- 
in-Chicf's commendations 
for their part in locating, 
attacking and finally extin¬ 
guishing a serious engine 
room fire in HMS Ledbury 
last September. 

And a commendation from 
the Commander British Forces 
Falkland Islands has been pre¬ 
sented to LPT Vic Parsons for 
his actions when an assault craft 
capsized during an adventurous 
training expedition. 

HMS Ledbury, in company 
with other ships of the Standing 
Naval Force Channel, was 
riding out a force eight gale 12 
miles off Zccbruggc when the 
fire broke out. 

FIVE HOURS 

MEMs Lavellc and Craigic 
fought the fire for nearly five 
hours, going back time after 
time into the smoke-filled com¬ 
partment to direct their hoses 
onto the ship's smouldering 
glass reinforced plastic hull. 

The operation took so long 
because the plastic had to be 
cooled to a point at which it 
would not rc-ignite. To keep 
men on the hoses in the engine 
room required a major effort to 
supply air for the fire-fighters' 
breathing apparatus. 

Other ships of the squadron 
flew cylinders in by helicopter, 
and the Ledbury even utilised 
her divers’ bottles. As the ship 
had to drop anchor to fight the 
fire, all this was accomplished as 
she pitched in the storm. 

MAJOR FIRE 

It was the Navy's first experi¬ 
ence of a major fire in a GRP 
ship and many lessons were 
learned. It is thought the ship 
would have been a total toss if 
she had been of wood or metal 
construction. 

The fire was caused by a 
design fault in an engine ex¬ 
haust system which is to be 
corrected in all the Hunt-class 
mine hunter-sweepers. The 
Ledbury has been repaired by 
Vospcr Thorncycroft in Ports¬ 
mouth and is expected to rejoin 
the Fleet next month. 

LPT Parsons was leading a 
party from the Joint Service 
Adventurous Training Centre. 



LPT Parsons 


Hill Cove, West Falklands. 
when things went wrong. 

His party were on their way 
to an island in Hill Cove when 
their assault craft rapidly filled 
with water and capsized. LPT 
Parsons immediately took 
charge in the choppy sea. gave 
his lifejacket to a weak 
swimmer who was having diffi¬ 
culty with his own lifejacket, 
and sent off the stronger 
swimmers the 160 yards to 
shore. 

Realising that the upturned 
boat was moving no nearer to 
the shore, he set off with the 
three weaker swimmers, helping 
them physically and by encour¬ 
agement to safety. There he 
gase instructions for treatment 
on hypothermia and shock, 
before hurrying to the nearest 
settlement to prevent the local 
boatman, who had answered the 
call for assistance, from putting 
himself in danger. 

LPT Parsons is now serving in 
HMS Excellent. 



One of the first of the Armed Services Youth Training Scheme entries to find his way to sea, 
16-year-old JS Harry Harrison receives Instruction from HMS Alderney's gunnery officer, Sub- 
Lieut. A. M. Goodall, during a live-firing exercise off the Scillles. ABs Pony Moore and Doc 
Finlay look on. men**: lmui r. m He*, hms AM*m*y. 

Fish ships take 
sunshine break 


AFTER three weeks on fishery protection 
duties in the English Channel, HMS Bicking- 
ton, in company with HMS Alderney, sailed 
to Gibraltar for maintenance. 

At the Rock there was a lively social and sports 
programme, with several soccer games against 
HMS Rookc and between the two ships. A 
volleyball match versus Rookc Ladies proved 
particularly popular. 

Some members of the ships' companies took the 
opportunity to fly wives or girl fnends out for a 
holiday in the sun. 


There was a Top of the Rock race led by the 
respective commanding officers — Lieut.-Cdr. P. 
F. Southon (Alderney) and Licut-Cdr. P. Astle 
(Bickington). Altogether about 45 took part, 
including some from HMS Hydra. 

In sailing from Gibraltar to resume fisheries 
patrol around the UK. the Bickington covered 
1,036 miles in 72Vt hours, an average speed of 
14V4 knots, and wonders if this is a record for a 
30-ycar-old Ton-class sweeper. 

After several weeks on patrol both ships were 
returning to Rosyth, the Bickington for her final 
refit. 


Trident 


design 

agreed 

DESIGN of the UK Trident 
submarines has now been 
decided, so has basic config¬ 
uration of the D5 missile 
and of the strategic weapon 
system. 

Although bigger than the 
Resolution class, the Tridents 
will follow the same pattern of a 
centrally-situated missile com¬ 
partment based on a US design 

— in this case a scaled-down 
version of the Ohio class — 
between British-designed and 
equipped forward and after 
sections. 

The former will house a new 
tactical weapon system while 
the latter will accommodate a 
new nuclear propulsion plant, 
according to the Defence white 
Paper. 

MAJOR ITEMS 

Initial long-lead orders for 
steel and some other major 
items have been placed, and a 
start made on modernising con¬ 
struction facilities at Vickers, 

It is hoped to order the first 
of the four submarines by the 
end of next year. 

Estimated cost of the Trident 
programme is about £8.7 
billion, of which about 55 per 
cent will be spent in the UK. 

• More White Paper details 

— page 16. 

POP STAR 
DROPS IN 

POP star Gary Numan opened 
the Fleet Air Arm Museum's 
"Aero Jumble" sale after pilot¬ 
ing his own aircraft to 
Ycovilton. 



Ivy’s back 


Sir Alec Rose pauses in front of LMEM(M) Williams while 
inspecting the ship's company of HMS Iveston during her 
rededication In HMS Vernon on April 6. Also pictured are 
LWEMfR) Pearson (left) and AB(MW) Harper. 

The Iveston has rejoined MCM2 after a major refit at 
Rosyth to extend her life Into the Nineties. She Is the first of 
a number of Ton-class MCM vessels selected for this 
treatment. 


WELCOME BACK ... LADS 

Want to get up the line quicker and cheaper?? 
Try these special offers for size ... 


£1240 £1109 
Cl699 Cl599 
£1840 £1709 
£2849 E249S 

(Pnces exclude P.D.I.. plates, delivery, tax and insurance) 

Abovo is a selection of limited special offers from our vast range of machines 
(some oftors are restricted only to Navy News). A small deposit will secure any 
machmo for immedwte delivery upon your rotum to the U K. — write now with 
your details lor exact quotation inducing insurance etc. by return — remember 
service personnel do not require guarantors — we can arrange everything and 
we otter bettor attor sates with our 30% discount labour scheme 

RAFFERTY nVwm7nT67oRCYCLE GROUP 


^ 0705)^7 


West Street 
_J0329^35039_ 


Portsmouth 

_J0705^826T4! 










Defence White Paper spells out value-for-money aim 


MAXIMUM value for money, redistribution 
of resources from overheads to the front line 
and a new tighter management structure in 
MOD . . . these expressions featured promi¬ 
nently when the 1984 Defence White Paper 
was presented in May . 

Outlined was a defence budget of £17 billion — 
next year It will rise to £18 billion, a real increase of 
nearly 20 per cent from 1978-79 leaving aside 
Kulklands expenditure. 

“But the resources which we can afford to devote 
to defence are finite.” said Defence Secretary Mr. 
Michael Heseftlnc. “My task Is to secure the 
maximum value for money for the sums we spend. I 
intend to get the greatest possible output of front¬ 
line capacity from the Inputs of money, manpower 
and equipment.” 

Proposals already announced (or the reorganisa¬ 
tion of MOD, and now being worked through, 
constituted “the greatest single overhaul of 


machinery for developing and co-ordinating defence 
policy for two decades.” 

In this, what Is known as MINIS (Management 
Information System for Ministers and top manage¬ 
ment) was the essential starting point, be said. 

This system, said the White Paper, enabled top 
management to familiarise themselves with, and 
scrutinise the activities, costs and efficiency of all 
aspects of the department. 

High quality 

“The Ministry Is far from Inefficient — as the 
mounting and support of the Falklands operation 
showed — and the quality of military and civilian 
stafr is very high. But it is dear that the 
organisation must be changed to cut overheads, 
improve accountability and encourage delegation 
and the more efficient use of resources." 

The White Paper goes on to outline the plans to 
create a combined Defence Staff (already reported 
in Navy News). 


Later, dealing with specific points, it mentions 
that all Service musician training b to be concen¬ 
trated at a single location. 

A study b being made into the Defence Medical 
Serv i ces to determine the most efficient and 
economical arrangement for headquarters organisa¬ 
tion and administration and the most cost-effective 
use of the medical resources available to the 
department, including the National Health Service 
and the private sector. 

The dockyards would continue to play a vital role 
in warship refit activity but the plan to offer two 
vessels for refit by contract following competitive 
tender, would "open up the market, help us gauge 
its likely sire and capabilities and enable us to 
compare the performance of the commercial yards 
during the refits with similar refits being under¬ 
taken in tile dockyards.” 

In the Royal Navy the cost-effective ness of 
contracting out six’ sample support activities. 


currently done “In bouse,” would be tested. 
Successful experience in putting a helicopter refini¬ 
shing task to competitive lender had encouraged the 
Navy to put much more of (his work out to tender 
and to explore other possibilities of the same kind. 

“Generally, we shall seek to apply the principle 
that the only work carried out within our own 
defence support organisation should be that which 
is essential for dearly-proven operational reasons or 
where there if financial advantage for the taxpayer. 

“The department Ls thus seeking to improve 
competition in a number of wavs; through pri¬ 
vatisation. contracting-out, hiving-off or partner¬ 
ship with private enterprise. 

“For operations that remain within the public 
sector we are seeking greater Involvement of 
commercial expertise through consultancies, 
through developing potential for commercial exploi¬ 
tation, and through exchanges with and 
secondments to industry and commerce." 



Keeping 
'em out 

AMONG the wMe 
variety of w ea ponry 
tor the Royal Navy 


Tower of strength 


UP TO EIGHT ships due to go to the Standby Squadron from 
1986 onwards arc now to remain with the operational Fleet. 
In addition, two Rothesay-class frigates due to be withdrawn, 
next year will remain in the Fleet. 

The manpower needed will be found through "a further drive for 
efficiency in establishments ashore," it was stated when the new 
Defence White Paper was presented in May. 

This year there will be about 55 front-line destroyers and frigates 
in service, with no ships in the Standby Squadron. In the longer term 
the aim will continue to be a force level of 50 destroyers and frigates, 
but all of them front-line and none in the Standby Squadron. 

By the early 1990s total naval — _ 

manpower numbers arc planned f\ / y—v ■ M * y—v w 

to be some 11,000 lower than in / W A-M/l/ PJ 

1981 before the Defence » W V V f 

Review. 

Saying that within individual _/ __ 

Services the shift from the fj f #1/ 

support areas to the front-line is / / v ( 

gathering pace, the White Paper 

.tiM’ZnW national commitments by up to 

arAT. sszrs a »•■>— — 

TOcrcm»o»S7.mhl|»o» 

omv ^ Im fnrmT^f ordcr for ,hc Ro > al Nav >- 

SSsaffisrSi ^cawsrsc 


DESIGN AND 


more on order. A further ordcr 
is expected shortly. First of the 
new class of conventional diesel- 
electric submarines, the Type 
2400, was ordered last 
November. 

The order for the Type 23 
first-of-class ship would be 
placed shortly. 

Seven Type 22s arc on ordcr, 
including three replacements for 
ships lost in the South Atlantic. 
Two more, including the final 
replacement, will be ordered 
shortly. This will bring total 
number of Type 22s for the 
Royal Navy to 14. 


Closures 

"Three shore establishments 
will have closed by the end of 
1985 and others will dose later. 
The search for greater efficiency 
will continue in the longer term; 
in the five years after 1988 a 
further fall of 15 per cent, in 


These economies will contri¬ 
bute directly to our defence 
preparedness, says the While 
Paper. The decision on the eight 
ships would enhance the num¬ 
bers of destroyers and frigates 
which would be available at 
short notice for NATO or 


policy that two carriers should 
be operational at any one time, 
with the third in refit or on 
stand by. 

Steps had been taken to pro¬ 
vide interim organic helicopter- 
borne AEW, and they were 
working on a longer-term solu¬ 
tion based on a development of 
this system, which would allow 
them to deploy a flight of AEW 
helicopters in each of the two 
operational carriers. 


Fishery Protection Squadron to ensure RN Clearance Diving teams disposed of a 
that fishing equipment and catches total of over 52,900 explosive Items during 
comply with fisheries legislation. 1983. 
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PEOPLE u A. NEWS 


Youngest of 
the breed\ 
Part Two 


HMS PHOEBE'S claim that 26-year-old PHILIP SHEPHERD is the youngest 
CPO(OPS)(M) afloat has been holed by a broadside from HMS Avenger. 

.Not so. says the Avenger, who put forward 25-year-old CPO(OPS) (M) Richard Gough 
as the youngest of the breed. s 


Richard picked up his buttons 
on March 4. 1984. after only 
eight years and seven months 
in the Navy. 

Not only is he the youngest.' 
wntes the ship, "but he is also 
probably the first 
CPO(OPS)(M). having joined as 
a junior seaman operations and 
started training as a missileman 
in 1975." 

So there you have it. unless 
you know better 


Old man of 
the sea! 


From the young and bold to 
the old and bold LWEM Mick 
Ballingall said farewell to 
Devonporl on May 18 alter 34 
years with the Royal Navy. 
Mick, who was referred to as 
Naiad s otd man of the sea" on 
his last ship, is off to sunny 
California to start a new life with 
Professor Phyllis Kaplan, whom 
he married in February 

Their long-distance relation¬ 
ship began in 1979 when Mick's 
ship HMS Eskimo, called at Rio 
de Janeiro. Phyllis was there 
researching for post-doctorate 
studies. 

It was 18 months before the 
Eskimo returned to the eastern 
side of the Atlantic and the two 
could see each other again. 
Phyllis flew to meet the ship at 
Puerto Rico and. to the com¬ 
manding officer's amazement, 
was on the jetty to meet the 



Eskimo every time she put in on 
the eastern seaboard of the 
United States. 

Phyllis Is now a professor at 
the State University of Califor¬ 
nia. and Mick is hoping to work 
as an electrician when he joins 
her in San Francisco. 

Salute 
to Sid 

There was a surprise in store 
for CPO Sid Blain when he 
arrived at Britannia Royal Naval 
College. Dartmouth, for his last 
Divisions after 31 years in the 
Royal Navy. 


The Captain. Commander 
and parade ground staff had 
arranged lor him to take the 
salute. His wife, Sytvla, had 
arrived secretly to watch, as 
had a group of Sea Cadets from 
TS Torquay, of which Sid was 
once first lieutenant 

Window on 
the Medics 

To mark the centenary of the 
RN Sick Berth Branch. 
Lieut.-Cdr. (MS) Ian Latimer 
has created a stained glass 
window which he presented to 
the Senior Rates' Mess. RN 
Hospital Haslar, on April 17. 

The window depicts a 
Medical Branch rating support¬ 
ing a wounded sailor in the 
palm of a huge hand rising from 
the sea. It was designed by Mr 
Eric Middleton ol Haslar's 
Medical Graphics Department 

Lieut.-Cdr. Latimer took a 
week-end course in glass¬ 
cutting at Oxford a year ago. He 
retired from the Royal Navy on 
April 17 after 33 years' service. 

Meg's Admirals 
say goodbye 

Mrs. Meg Darby, Personal 
Assistant to Flag Officer Scot¬ 
land and Northern Ireland, and 
husband Tim were invited to 
lunch by her boss. Vice-Admiral 
Nick Hunt, to mark her 
retirement. 



Ready for take off ... 


Sub-Lieut. Howard Brown takes off on a 6ft. unicycle to celebrate the award of his wings. He 
graduated from RAF Valley, Holyhead, on April 18, after completing Advanced Flying Training 
at the end of 18 months with the Royal Air Force. 

Howard will now train on Sea Harriers. His unicycle was particularly appropriate, because 
he was the only student on course “100." 



Meg has been Personal 
Assistant to nine FOSNIs since 
1966, and to her great surprise 
seven of them were waiting lor 
her at the farewell lunch in 
Admiralty House. 

They presented Meg with an 
antique gold pendant watch 
engraved with the words: "Meg 
— from her Admirals. " 

The admirals present were 
Admiral Sir John Hayes, Vice- 
Admirals Sir Anthony Troup, 
Sir Cameron Rusby, Sir Tom 
Baird, Tubby Squires and 
Nick Hunt, and Rear-Admiral 
David Dunbar - Nasmith. 


Rescuers' 

reward 

MEM Miles Hedley of HMS 
Manchester swam 400 yards 
out to sea to assist a man 
swept off Weymouth beach on 
an inflated tube. For his part in 
the rescue last September. 
Miles has been awarded a 
Royal Humane Society 
Testimonial. 

It was presented to him by 
Rear-Admiral H. L. O. 
Thompson, Director General 
Marine Engineering. Miles 
hopes to become a ship's diver 
in the near future. 



Mick Ballingall ... Naiad's old man of the sea. 


Another very 
Ancient Mariner 

More from the Ancient Mari¬ 
ners department: Following our 
stories about three ex-Navy 
centenarians, we hear that 
former CPO William Jury has 
celebrated his 103rd birthday at 
Alton General Hospital, where 
he is not only the oldest but 
also one of the liveliest of 
patients. 

"Skipper" Jury, as he is 
known to his 20 grandchildren 
and 32 great grandchildren, 
joined the Royal Navy in 1896. 
was a torpedo instructor on the 
Channel patrols In the First 
World War. and fought in the 
Dardanelles campaign. 





ZIPPO LIGHTERS 

ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH YOUR SHIP’S CREST 

THE ORIGINAL PETROL 
W1NDPROOF LIGHTERS 

1. , | GUARANTEED FOR LIFE OR 

|| ' | REPAIRED FREE OF CHARGE 

! DELIVERED DUTY PAID UK OR 
rpr,., -z* DUTY-FREE OVERSEAS 

MINIMUM ENGRAVED ORDER 

50 

For full details complete the coupon below and send to: 

W. A. INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD. 38 HERTFORD 
STREET, LONDON W1 

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo 
lighters engraved with my ship’s crest 

NAME. 

ADDRESS. 















18 NAVY NEWS. JUNE 1984 


Advice 


Tribute to 
a unique 
achievement 

NO APOLOGY is needed lor the space 
devoted in this edition to events taking place 
this month to mark the fortieth anniversary of 
D-Day and to stories and pictures recalling 
the part played by ships and men of the 
Royal Navy and Royal Marines in the 
enormous enterprise of 1944. 

Most people in today's Navy were not then 
bom. Even so they, as well as many readers 
who were directly concerned in D-Day, will 
pause to contemplate the significance of that 
great occasion. 

D-Day undoubtedly represents one of the 
great turning points of history. Had it failed, 
with incalculable results, who can tell where 
Britain and all its citizens would stand today. 

Those present at D-Day or dosely in¬ 
volved will have their abiding personal 
memories. So will those who lost loved ones, 
either at the landings or in the campaign 
which followed. 

The Navy's magnificent contribution has 
long since passed into the annals of the 
Service, and now the prayer is that there will 
never be the need to perform deeds in such 
an awe-inspiring operation again. 

Today's Navy, sadly experienced in a 
more recent campaign, will this month 
remember those events of 40 years ago. 
They will join in the tributes to those in all the 
Services who bridged the Channel in unique 
fashion to restore to Western Europe a 
freedom which it is still a Service duty to 
guard jealously today. 


Men for ships 

WHILE the D-Day anniversary is properly 
attracting much attention, a current talking 
point in the Fleet will be the Defence White 
Paper announcement that up to eight ships 
due to go to the Standby Squadron will be 
staying front-line, while two more fngates 
planned to be withdrawn will now be staying 
on. 

Implicit in this is extra sea time, something 
viewed from different standpoints by men of 
different age, marital status, rank, rate and 
trade. But more front-line hulls in the water 
than anticipated can only be good in principle 
— always assuming that the manning 
demands created in an already tight man¬ 
power situation ashore do not prove too 
formidable. 


30 years on: The 


way we were ... 


THIRTY years ago this month the first Navy 
News hit the messdecks — or, to be more 
precise, the first 12-page Portsmouth Navy 
News. (Part of Its front page Is reproduced 
here.) 

Since then It has grown In size and 
scope, In design and distribution. Yet while 
style and presentation have changed. It 
retains much of the approach and kind of 
material which characterised Its early days. 

Taking a glance at that very first issue, 
this article may stir a few memories, 
especially for those who were then serving 
— some of whom, of course, continue to 
serve today. 

IN A MESSAGE welcoming the first 
Portsmouth Navy News in June 1954 the 
Commandcr-in-Chief Portsmouth’ Com¬ 
mand (Admiral Sir John Edclstcn) said, 
"I am quite confident that this project is 
about to fill a long-felt want and will 
provide a means of producing a lot of 
news interest for the sailor, the Royal 
Marine, officer and man, pensioner or 
retired, and for the families and friends of 
all of them. 

"The newspaper sets out with the avowed 
object not to make record sales, not to make 
capital or put over propaganda, but with the 
simple approach which recognises that we all in 
the Navy depend upon each other and in that 
spirit to give the best value and benefit to the 
largest number of readers." 

The first front page was dominated with a 
story headlined "HMS Albion — new carrier 
joins the Reel." Accompanying was a picture 
of the carrier on full-power trial, while the 
other page one picture showed some very 
modest Windmill girb being taken for a ride 
(on their equipment) by Portsmouth's field gun 

From the start, topics and places which are 
still regularly covered were featured. There 
was, for instance, a write-up and picture of the 
Portsmouth Royal Sailors' Home Club. And a 
major column about drafting, though not yet 
entitled “Drafty's Comer,’ appeared right 
from the start. 

The first drafting column recorded the 
introduction of the General Service Commision 
Scheme. Young readers will note with interest 
that one of its main effects was that the longest 
period abroad for all unmarried men and those 
married men whose wives were not with them 
on station was reduced from two-aml-a-half 
years to 18 months. 

Another effect was that most seagoing ships 
would no longer be in running commission. 
Instead the ship's company would all recommis¬ 
sion the ship on the same day for a fixed 
commission, during which the number of 
drafting changes would be as few as possible. 

The column recorded that between May and 
July that year the Portsmouth depot was 


PORTSMOUTH 

Navy News 


H.M.S. ALBION—NEW CARRIER! 

JOINS THE FLEET. 

\ Iai lest Improvements in Messing y 

-• > and Accommodation j ' 


commissioning HM ships Newcastle and 
Modcste for foreign service on the Far East 
Station and HM ships Albion. Glasgow, Saintcs 
and Chevron for general service. 

Explained, too, was, "We always try to gise 
a man six weeks' notice of draft to foreign or 
general service, and at least two weeks' notice 
of a draft to home sea service or of a move in 
port service." 


Family matters played their pan in the paper 
and under the headline "Have you a personal 
problem?" there was a letter relating sadly how 
a sailor had returned from foreign service to 
and a drawerful of unpaid bills amounting to 
£60. (Wonder what that represents today?) 

Advice was given about debt and liability, 
and these words of wisdom were offered: 
“Choosing the right moment, 1 think you must 
have a word with your wife about these debts 
and try and find out what caused her to get into 
this difficulty.'* 

There followed funher advice about consult¬ 
ing the Family Welfare Officer and. possibly, 
the Legal Aid Officer. 

The first paper contained a big feature on the 
Royal Tournament which was just about to 
take place; there were lots of Command news 
items; and some dockyard notes starting with 
such basics as "What is the dockyard?" 


Among the advertisers were some well- 
known naval tailors like Bernard. Daufman. 
Blair, Reming. Baun. and Unifit. There was, 
too, an advertisement for New Mobilgas 
Special, '•powered by the most efficient combi¬ 
nation of chemical’ additives ever put into 
petrol." 

The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust had an 
ad, as did Uoyds Bank. Tavern Ale and Gale 
and Polden, printers and stationers (who then 
printed the Navy News itself at Aldershot). 

When it came to small ads there was plenty 
of accommodation offered in the Portsmouth 
area, such as: 'Two furnished rooms, use of 
kitchen and bathroom. One child accepted, 40s. 
per week." 

So a range of life as it affected the sailor of 
the 50’s was portrayed. And the back page 
signed off with this wry comment in verse by 
"H.G.M." on the matrimonial scene and, 
presumably, in the cause of re-engagement: 
An able sailor, though resettled, 

Found himself completely nettled. 

For his proud, determined spouse 
So employed him in the house 
That never had he been so tired 
Since his naval time expired. 

Then strong words he harshly muttered; 

He knew where his bread was buttered. 

And though his missus stormed and raged 
He hurried off and re-engaged 
Knowing that the domestic tension 
Would ease before he took his pension. 
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“I COUNT on ever)- man 
to do his utmost to ensure 
the success of this great 
enterprise which is the cli¬ 
max of the European war.” 
With these words Admiral 
Sir Bertram Ramsay 
unleashed the naval might 
under his command for 
Operation Neptune, the 
assault phase of the largest 
amphibious invasion ever 
undertaken. 

After more than two years of 
planning — and before that over 
a year with nothing to sustain 
them but hope — the free 
nations were at the point of 
driving a stake towards the heart 
of Hitler’s Europe. 

Overall title for the Allied in¬ 
vasion was Operation Overlord, but 
the date of its execution — June 6, 
1944 — has become known univer¬ 
sally by the military's alliterated 
jargon for all such assaults . . . D- 
Day. 

The immense forces involved; the 
great complexity of the problems facing 
the Allies and the courage required to 
surmount them have gripped the hearts 
and minds of the generations from the 
men who fought to the people who 40 
years on arc the heirs of European 
peace. 

By the summer of 1944 France had 
been held in the vice of Nazism for four 
years and latterly, when invasion from 
Britain became inevitable, the enemy 
began constructing an Atlantic Wall of 
guns, emplacements, minefields and 
beach defences around the most 
threatened zones of their crumbling 

•file first, crucial problem for the 
Allies was how and where to get ashore. 
But to make a hole in the wall would not 
be enough; victory in France and 
ultimately over Germany could only be 
won if the forces thrown into the 



Admiral Sir Bertram Ramsay. Allied Naval 
Commander-In-Chief on D-Day. His 1,100 
pages of orders were carried out almost to 


beach-head could be reinforced and 
resupplied faster than the Germans 
could build up their defending divisions. 
And the more Allied troops and vehicles 
committed to the beaches, the greater 
the task of supply. 

They needed a port, but the costly 
raid on Dieppe in 1942 had taught D- 
Day planners that an invading army’s 
seed com would be expended on taking 
such an installation, which even then 
might be so badly damaged as to make it 
unusable for months. 

Deception 

That lesson was not lost on the 
Germans, who with stiff logic blinded 
themselves to Allied flexibility and in¬ 
genuity and banked on their enemies’ 
need for the swift capture of major port 


difficulty in deciding where the 
would strike — and were divided on how 
to react. Field Marshal von Runstedt, in 
overall command, wanted to keep his 
armour reserve back until it was dear 
where the blow would fall; Rommel was 
convinced that tanks should be deployed 
to rcplusc the enemy on the beaches. 

Even after D-Day. the Germans were 
kept guessing. Clever deception had 
convinced them of a great build-up of 
forces where few existed — and that 
they were poised to strike across the 
shortest route. Even after the Normandy 
landings the German High Command 
awaited the main blow at the- Pas dc 


Calais, where a whole army was held 
kicking its heels as much as six weeks 
after D-Day. 

In fact, the Allies had only one major 
target — a 30-mile stretch of coastline in 
the Bay of the Seine. Normandy, almost 
at the limit of effective fighter cover 
from Britain. Here, although formidiblc, 
the German defences were unfinished 
and were mostly weaker than those to 
the north. 

There was no targe harbour available 
in the immediate area, but by June 1944 
the Allies did not need one. In complete 
secrecy they had devised a system of 
huge, floating jetties, blockships and 
transportable breakwaters which would 
be installed off the beaches to form the 
most remarkable unnatural harbour in 
the world. 

Two such installations — oodenamed 
Mulberries — would be set up within a 
few days of the initial assault, and as 
events unfolded they proved vital to the 
success of the whole operation. 

One would be destroyed in the fierce 
gales which battered the Normandy 
coast a fortnight after D-Day. but the 
other, together with the underwater 
pipelines codenamed Pluto, kept the 
Allies supplied for months, even after 
the eventual capture of Cherbourg 
(which took 90 days to dear of debris 
and explosives). 

Innovation and inventiveness were the 
keys to success. Weird and wonderful 
machines of war were devised to over¬ 
come particular problems. Landing craft 
were built or converted to carry anti¬ 


aircraft guns, rockets, tank turrets, naval 
guns or even locomotives shipped from 
Britain to be used on the French 
railways. 

Tanks were equipped with flails to 
beat paths through minefields, with 
waterproofing to "swim" ashore, with 
95mm mortars to blast to smithereens 
concrete emplacements or with huge 
rolls of matting to ease progress over 
sand. 

Among the most successful of the 
"new weapons” were the DUKWs. 
landing craft with wheels which could 
transport men and materials from ships 
far offshore to points well inshore. 

Awesome task 

Getting forces ashore, covering their 
landing, and subsequently protecting 
their supply lines was primarily the task 
of the Royal Navy. Under the Allied C- 
in-C, American General Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, the man chosen to direct 
the naval phase of operations was 
Admiral Ramsay who four yews before 
had organised the evacuation from 
Dunkirk. 

His was an awesome task, and the 
complexity of Operation Neptune may 
be gauged by the fact that when he 
issued his final orders in April 1944, they 
amounted to 1,100 pages. 

Those orders dealt with 138 bombard¬ 
ing ships — including battleships 
Warspitc, Ramiilics and Rodney. 221 
escorts, 287 minesweepers, more than 
4,000 landing ships and craft, 423 


ancillary ships and craft and 1,260 
merchant ships. Seventy-nine per cent of 
the combatant vessels sailed under the 
White Ensign. 

Their assembly points ranged 
throughout southern Britain and 
beyond; they would gather at Ports¬ 
mouth. Southampton, Weymouth and 
Plymouth, in harbours great and small 
from Oban in the Western Highlands to 
the White Giffs of Dover. 

The great armada would be divided 
into Western and Eastern Task Forces, 
the Western group under Rear-Admiral 
A. G. Kirk USN and the Eastern group 
under the command of Rear-Admiral Sir 
Philip Vian. Admiral Kirk’s force would 
cover and effect the landings of two US 
divisions on beaches axle named Omaha 
and Utah, Vian’s ships the landing of 
two British and one Canadian division 
on Sword. Gold and Juno beaches. 
Inland 18,000 paratroops and glider- 
borne forces would be dropped on key 

What date? 

Softening-up of the coastal defences 
and subsequent artillery support would 
be undertaken by the big-gun battle¬ 
ships, monitors, cruisers and destroyers 
whose firepower would be directed from 
hundreds of reconnaissance fighters or 
by Army / Navy forward observation 
teams who would land with the first 
waves of troops and forge inland. 

"Sailors in khaki" would also join in 
the dangerous tasks of identifying and 
neutralising beach obstacles festooned 
with mines, and of organising the beach 
traffic. 

Overhead, the invasion would be 
preceded by the dropping of 5,000 tons 
of British bombs, followed up by the 
bomb loads of 1,630 US aircraft. In all 
the Allies were to be sustained by 6,000 
aircraft flying 14,600 sorties in the 24 
hours of D-Day. 

Those were the plans. The forces were 
mustered, the orders written and for 
Eisenhower all that was left was to name 
the day. Even that was fraught with 
complications and pitfalls. 

The choice was subject to the correct 
conjunctions of moonlight, sunrise, 
weather and tides. Ideal conditions 
Turn to rmrt p»g« 
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And the walls came 



Crew of one of the Warsplte's 15ln. gun turrets ram home a shell. During 
D-Day the battleships averaged a rate of fire of 85 rounds an hour. 


“Every battalion and brigade 
landed according to plan and without 
disabling casualties. To this fortunate 
result the power and accuracy of the 
naval and air bombardment made an 
essential contribution" — from the 
report of Rear-Admiral Sir Philip 
Vian, Naval Commander Eastern 
Task Force. 

THE FIRST massive blows to 
Hitler’s Atlantic Wall were 
delivered from the vast fleet of 
warships which appeared with¬ 
out warning at the dawn of D- 
Day. 

A huge weight of shell fell around 
the Germans, breaking their nerve 
as well as their weapons. 

Most famous ship in the armada was 
the old battleship HMS Warspite. 
scarred and seasoned by scraps from 
Jutland to Salerno, and in her third 
decade an expert at bombardment. 

PO Ronald Martin, in charge of the 
port-side director, felt the ship's plates 
tremble beneath him as the Warspitc's 
15-in. guns opened the account by firing 
on an enemy battery at Villcrville to the 
cast of Sword Beach. 

It was the overture to a very long 
symphony of salvoes that would batter 
Fortress Europe during the next days 
and weeks, bringing the walls tumbling 
.down. Most powerful of the Royal 
Navy's bombarding vessels — the 
Warspite and HMS Ramillics — were 
allocated to the support of the beach¬ 



A destroyer (In the foreground) escorts HMS Warspite (left) and HMS Ramlllles during Operation Neptune. 

Return Impwwl Ww Mutaum 



head’s eastern flank which was highly 
vulnerable to German Tire and counter¬ 
attack. 

The Warspite had been at sea since 
June 2, having sailed from Greenock. 
She reached the Eddvstonc Light on 
June 5 but by then D-Day had been 
postponed to the following day. 

Martin, an inured sailor who had 
served in the battleship since early 1942. 
remembers feeling sorry for the sea- 
tossed troops in the landing craft who 
were afflicted cruelly by sickness. 

Unfortunately for Martin and his men. 
mat de met did not affect a portly 
Chinese NCO who, with an odd collec¬ 
tion of war correspondents, photo¬ 
graphers. foreign observers and a 
general, were embarked in the mighty 
battleship. 

The corpulent Chinaman was allo¬ 
cated to the port-side director and 
somehow managed to cat the D-Day 
action packs intended for the whole unit. 
He thought they were all for him. 

Meanwhile the ship was beginning to 
head slowly for France, surrounded by 
landing cratt as far as the eye could see 
and preceded by 40 minesweepers. 

By 0510 she was II miles west of Le 
Havre and proceeded to give the 
menacing battery at Villcrville the what- 
for. Not long after that the Warspite, 


and the Ramillics ahead of her, them¬ 
selves came under attack from German 
torpedo boats which had taken advan¬ 
tage of smoke laid by the Allied vessels 
as a screen against heavy guns at Lc 
Havre. 

Two torpedoes passed between the 
Warspite and the Ramillics and one hit 
and sunk the Norwegian destroyer 
Svenncr. Although she broke her back 
and sank rapidly, most of her men were 
picked up. 

Revenge 


The Warspite, however, took some 
measure of revenge. Martin, directing 
fire at the raiders as they bolted for 
safety, helped to destroy one of the 
torpedo boats at a range of 14,000 yds. 

Throughout that day and the next the 
battleship pounded away relentlessly at 
German positions, despite being harried 
by air attacks and return fire. She 
expended 400 15-in. shells before 
returning to replenish at Portsmouth on 
June 8. 

"During the all-night loading the 
Americans specifically asked for 
Warspite at the Western end," recalls 
Mr Martin. “Then on June 11 we 
switched back to Gold Beach and demol¬ 
ished a large concentration of enemy 
troops and tanks in a wood. 




. a tank landing craft converted to transport locomotives across the Channel. As the Germans 
retreated the engines were used on the French railways. tvar. Roy«i m»» uoms 


THE GREAT ENTERPRISE 


From preceding page 

(apart from weather) could only be met 
on a small number of days each month, 
and the only such days in June were the 
5th to the 7th and the 18th to 20th. 

On May 25. Eisenhower confirmed 
D-Day as June 5, but bad weather 
forced him on June 4 to postpone for 24 
hours. At 0415 on June 5 the weather 
was still bad but with a prospect of 
improvement, and there seemed no 
possibility of a postponement until June 
7 because the ships, many already at sea. 


would run into fuel problems. It was 
June 6 or June 18-20. 

After listening to all opinions in what 
is now the wardroom bar at Southwick 
House, HMS Dryad, the General 
launched the operation with three 
prosaic words: "OK. we'll go." 

Admiral Ramsay subsequently re¬ 
marked: "A postponement of one more 
day would in the event have proved 
disastrous owing to the conditions of sea 
off the beaches. The problems arising 
out of a postponement of 12 to 14 days 
to the next suitable period arc too 
appalling even to contemplate." 


For by that time some ol the worst 
summer gales on record were sweeping 
the Channel, and though they caused 
much devastation on and off the landing 
beaches, it was by then too late for the 
elements or the Germans to knock the 
Allies off their perch. 

With only a few exceptions the plan 
was executed as ordered, catching the 
enemy completely by surprise. Brave 
flotillas of minesweepers, some merely 
trawlers, carved safe swathes through 
Allied and German minefields alike; as 
dawn broke on June 6 the shells and 
shocks of the great ships blasted Hitler 
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Sub-lieut. Desmond Cassidl. Now 
an admiral and a knight, he helped 


s secondary armament blast the shore. In 
multiple pom-pom anti-aircraft weapon. 


turn 


sional sips of brandy from their hip 
flasks to keep at bay the chill and the 
butterflies. 


Vast procession 


Lower down in the ship another young 
officer kxikcd out in wonder at the 
crowded sea. Sub-Lieut. Desmond 
Cussidi had seen nothing like it . . . 
"Ships were coming from everywhere — 
a vast procession; hundreds eventually." 

l-iter. the heavens seethed with acti¬ 
vity. too. "All these years after. I can 
still clearly recall the major uir landing 
which began soon after dawn — the sky- 
full of aircraft, mainly Dakotas towing 
gliders, and the continuous stream of 


was the new boy, having joined the ship 
the previous month after what he 
describes as a surfeit of concentrated 
courses ashore. 

He was on board to obtain a 
watchkccping certificate and. as standby 
navigation officer, had been proud to 
play a small part in preparing the 
Ramillics' route to the beaches, lie and 
his fellows knew they were helping to 
map the course of history. 

In the dawn attack by the torpedo 
boats, the Ramillics had at first owned 
fire with her 6-in. armanment. Then, 
when the persistent enemy pressed on, 
Mid. Dinnis observed the big ship's 


Turn to next page 









































1)-MY OPERATION NEPTUNE 




“THE standard of discipline on 
the beaches was not wholly 
satisfactory. This was 
manifested, as in previous opera¬ 
tions, not only in laxity of dress 
but also in men working on the 
beaches and crews of landing 
craft proceeding inland on 


unauthorised sightseeing and 
souvenir-hunting expeditions." 
Perhaps it was scenes like this 
that prompted a senior officer to 
deliver that brickbat. The sight is 
certain to bring tears to the eyes 
of any self-respecting Master- 
at-Arms, but this ragamuffin 


group may have had some little 
excuse. They are Royal Navy 
Commandos and had the 
unenviable task of going ashore 
in the first wave to defuse mined 
beach obstacles. In several 
places they worked under fire. 
Many were killed. 


SAILORS 


Face to face 


FOR Petty Officer Telegraphist 
Reg Clarke, the end of his 
participation in Operation Nep¬ 
tune came abruptly on June 7 
when he found himself under the 
88mm gun of a German Tiger 
tank — six miles inland. 


For a year he had been trained to act 
as the long-range eyes and cars of the 
Fleet. At the time he little realised what 
that would mean; he had no thoughts of 
heroics, for as a veteran of the Battle of 
the Atlantic he had contemplated the 
possibility of being killed, and he wanted 
none of it. 


Rosaries 


As he embarked in Landing Craft 
Infantry No. 300 on June 5. 1944 he was 
still unsure as to whether it was all just 
another exercise, und was at First ignor¬ 
ant of the vast size of the invasion fop* 
being assembled. 

Around him. men of the 3rd British 
Division played cards, read nervously or 
fingered rosaries or crucifixes; officers 
and men joined in small talk about their 
families and jobs in Civvy Street. "Men 
of all ranks were equally vulnerable that 
day.” he recalls. 


PO T«l. Reg Clarke (centre) with two 
other "sailors In khaki" In Marlag 
naval prison camp, Bremen. 


balloons fixed to many craft as if they 
were there to help the heavily-laden 
vessels remain afloat. That amusement 
turned quickly to annoyance when, for 
the tirst time in his naval career he was 
seasick. 

There was little consolation for him in 
blaming the shallow-draught landing 



And the walls came tumbling down 


From preceding page 

15-in. “bricks" being hurled out to 
dissuade them. 

As with the Warspite, E-boats were 
not the only problem to confront the 
Ramillics. On one occasion return fire 
from the shore got a little too close for 
comfort and Sub-Lieut. Cassidi was 
treated to another impressive sight: that 
of an R-class battleship going full astern 
as she changed position. 

Anchorage mined 

With darkness came the renewed 
threat of E-boat attack and the Ramillics 
was ordered to spend the night among 
anchored merchant ships. But it was not 
going to be as snug as Mid. Dinnis, and 
many others, expected. "A short while 
after we had dropped anchor the mer¬ 
chant ships upped theirs and steamed 
away. To add to our problems the 
anchorage was mined during the night 
and, consequently we had to manoeuvre 
at anchor until the sweepers had cleared 
the area." 

Unruffled by her experiences, the ship, 
returned to her bombarding positions for 
Day Two. amazing and amusing the 
troops heading for the beaches by 
holding an impromptu Royal Marines 
band concert on her Fc'sle. 

Worn guns 

After days of action, the Ramillics 
carried out an all-night bombardment of 
German defences around Caen. Every¬ 
one became fatigued as the night wore 
on, and Sub-Lieut. Cassidi was no 
exception. He was even able to snatch 
some sleep near a busy 15-in. gun. 

That last bombardment had completed 
the exhaustion of the ship's guns: the 
rifling of four of them protruded from 
the barrels and she had to return to 
Portsmouth for the worn weapons to be 

For her ship's company it meant five 

days leave, but there was no solace for - T --- 

Desmond Cassidi. He chose to spend his Fills the turret . . . next cordite char 
time-off with an uncle who was in the hoist . . 

Guards Depot at Catcrham. and found Time after time the process 
that 'he new VI attacks on London were repeated in the Marincs-manned ti 


far worse than anything he had experi¬ 
enced off Normandy. 

It was not surprising that the 
Ramillics' guns had given out. Off the 
beaches the battleships were going 
through 15 to 20 years of gun life in as 
mans hours. On average the 15-in. 
vessels poured out shells at the rate ol 8> 
per hour, while cruisers kept up a 
barrage of three shells a minute. 

After the operation. Admiral Vian 
reported: “Better results were achieved 
in Operation Neptune than had been 
expected from the Intcr-Scrvicc Com¬ 
mittee's report on Ore support and 
seaborne landings . . . Firing broke the 
enemy's nerve and no accurate return of 
Ore was experienced during the assault 
period . . . 

"The retention of battleships in any 
future assault is considered necessary. 
The range and hitting power were of 
decisive value to the Army on several 


HMS Diadem. Action station for Marine Leslie Garrett (left) was In the 
aftermost turret. At one point he thought the ship was being sunk. 

the cordite and carried it out on to the sounds of destruction. In the haze to the 
quarterdeck. cast he saw the wreck of the Svcnncr, its 

Garrett followed him. whereupon the back broken and sinking in a defiant V- 

sergeant thrust the still warm casing into shape; the shoreline was shrouded in 

his arms and gave him a terse order to smoke interspersed with flashes, while 

“Ditch it!" the guns and rockets of hundreds of 

_ vessels blasted away. 

Deafened 

Deafened by the din of war, he 
The sergeant returned to the turret reached the ship’s rail and heaved the 

and left the young marine alone with his unstable charge over the side. Out there, 

problem. Glancing apprehensively alone, he was overwhelmed by the 

towards six depth charges stacked on the feeling of being ridiculously exposed to 

stern nearby, he edged towards the danger He suddenly idcntiFicd with a 
starboard rail. Above him X turret character from a poem he had been 

Marines blazed away and his own gun taught at school. Recalling those lines 

now recommenced firing. A great which he had learned not so long before, 

"SWOOSH!" startled him as ahead a he recited “The Boy Stood On the 
rockct-Firing landing craft discharged its Burning Deck" to sustain himself as he 
weapons towards the shore with a roar made his way back to the relative safety 
of flames. Garrett was impressed but not of the turret. 

amused. With the heavier cruiser HMS Belfast 

All around him were the sights and close by to the west, the Diadem 


After an hour of that Garrett began to 
ache and sweat, his white flash-proof 
gloves smeared by dirt and oil. 

Suddenly his gun stopped firing, failed 
to recoil. At gunnery school they had 
taught him to wait 20 minutes for the 
barrel to cool before removing a dud 
charge — but war is not always played 
by tnc book. 

The sergeant in command of the turret 
shoved the perplexed lad aside, opened 
the breech gingerly, carefully extracted 
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IN KHAKI 


Masters of the beaches 


engage (he enemy in Lebiscy Wood, 
north of Caen, FOB 81 was with them to 
direct fire from the Arcthusa. 

The attack ran into immediate confu¬ 
sion. Clarke's vehicle, advancing with 
Bren carriers in a sunken lane between 
woods, was ambushed with the rest of 
the column. It was impossible to turn 
around. There was no alternative but for 
the radio vehicle to be driven ahead into 
Lcbiscy. less than two miles from Caen 
and well inside enemy-held territory. 
FOB 81 was heading into a village which 
would not fall to the Allies for another 
month. 

They managed to escape the ambush 
in the lane, but were merely out of the 
frying pan. As they drove into open 
country the vehicle was halted by a 
mighty explosion. The Army captain in 
the front scat and the man beside him 
were killed. The vehicle and radio 
equipment were wrecked, but Clarke 
and Parker managed to tumble out of 
the back where they were immediately 
surrounded by German soldiers. 


craft, or in the fact that almost to a man 
the 3rd British Division had thrown up 
shortly after pulling out of Newhavcn 18 
hours earlier. 

So when LCI 300 finally beached. 
Clarke greeted Normandy with relief — 
at first. The shore at Lion-sur-Mer. 
Sword Beach, was under terrifying fire 
and no sooner was he on the strand than 
Clarke dedicated himself single- 
mindcdly to getting off it. 

Eventually, by mid-morning, he and 
Parker managed to rendezvous with 
their soft-topped vehicle in an orchard, 
and Clarke exchanged his weighty, back¬ 
pack radio and morse key strapped to his 
thigh for more sophisticated equipment. 

Havoc 

From now on he. Stan Parker, two 
other men and a Royal Artillery captain 
would form Forward Observation 
Bombardment Party 81. 

For the rest of that day and much of 
the next they helped to cause havoc 
among the Germans, transmitting target 
information to the Fleet, then watching 
as the shells ruined down with great 
accuracy. A single, well-placed salvo was 
often sufficient from such ships as the 
Ramillcs. the Arcthusa and the Warspitc. 
all of which were directed at times by 
FOB 81. 

D-Day has been described as the 
longest day. but for Reg Clarke it passed 
quickly. It was only the harrowing 
moments which seemed to last an age. 
and for the petty officer the afternoon of 
June 7 was about to become one of the 
longest in his life. 

When the 2nd Battalion the Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment was ordered to 


A Royal Navy Beachmasters HQ on th« Normandy beaches. Theirs was a trying and dangerous job. 


him "The task that confronts Beachmasters 
, he on first landing is superhuman. The 
. 30 beaches are long and difficult to inspect 
— quickly or easily. The beach parties . . 

ce are extremely vulnerable. Things are 

icm happening very quickly on all sides." — 
slit f Tom ,he report of the Naval Common- 
and der. Sword. Rear-Admiral A. G. 

: he Talbot. 

>urs IN EARLY 1944, Lieut. Ronald 
Paterson RN was standing by his 
•acn firsl command — Landing Craft 
the Gun (Large) 831 building on the 
ions Clyde. She was not honoured 
r £ c with the title HJV1S, yet was not 
“ y an insubstantial vessel, mounting 
two 4.7-in. guns, nine Oerlikon 
cannon and with a crew of three 
officers, 40 Royal Marines and 

As planned the British launched their 12 sailors, 
ceaseless bombardment, and Clarke Among the complement was a 
drew little comfort from the fact that he French chief petty officer who, in 

was sharing with the enemy the terrify- ' -*- - 1 -**- 

mg ordeal of being at the sharp end of a 
British onslaught. 

He survived, however, and with about 
100 other prisoners under dose escort 
picked his way out of Caen through an 
ceric, early morning scene of death and 
destruction. 

So began a long, three-month trek to 
the German navy's POW camp at 
Bremen where other dangers and 
distresses awaited him. At first his 
captors threatened to shoot him because, 
they asserted, he was wearing the wrong 
uniform in breach of the Geneva Con¬ 
vention. As it was, he spent several 
months in forbidding jails. 


officer of a destroyer sunk in Arctic seas, 
had survived in the water for more than 
an hour, because, he said. "I knocked 
back a bottle of whisky before I 
jumped." As a result he ordered all his 
staff to cany a bottle of scotch when 
they landed. 

Task of the Royal Navy beach parties 
was to synchronise the discharge of all 
craft and shipping, provide communica 
tions for the job. dispatch ships and craft 
after discharge, supervise repairs and 
administer naval personnel ashore. 

High casualties 

Assistant Beachmasters. such as Lieut. 
Paterson, would take the first step in 
setting up the beach organisation by 
landing with the assault infantry — and 
taking proportionately heavy casualties 
in the process. 

Principal Beachmasters, accompanied 
by the remainder of the RN beach 
commandos, would follow about half- 
an-hour later and start their thankless 
task of reducing the initial chaos left by 
the assault forces. 

Ronald Paterson reported for his new 
duties at HMS Vectis, Cowes, two 
months before the landings. He had in 
his care invasion maps, was in liaison 
with 3rd Canadian Division and the staff 
of the Pluto oil pipeline at Shanklin. He 
took part in trials and exercises. He slept 
at his desk. 

On June 3 he collected his unfamiliar 
khaki uniform, his pistols and survival 

Turn to Page 26 


continued pounding away with her eight 
5.25-in. guns throughout the day. During 
an evening lull Garrett watched Allied 
aircraft attacking over the Ome estuary, 
heavy flak bringing down four Marauder 

In the last hour of D-Day the cruiser 
was herself attacked by six enemy 
aircraft and the dog-tired gun crews were 
in action again. With pom-poms and 
Oerlikon cannon joining the cacophony, 
the ship shuddered so much that the men 
in Y turret thought she had been 
mortally hit — but the nearest bombs 
had fallen 50 yards away. 

Garrett and his comrades had not 
slept, washed or shaved for 52 hours, 
and eurly the next day it all began again. 
After beating off more air attacks, the 
Diadem went close inshore to pour 30 
salvoes into a German position in a 
farmhouse, and in the afternoon dealt 
out similar treatment to an enemy 
strongpomt on which the marine counted 
64 shells fired from his turret alone. 

False signals 

During the night the ship bombarded 
enemy armour counter-attacking the 
British forward positions. But on the 
fourth dav off the beaches the gunners 
were perplexed and upset to learn that 
at one point they had been bombarding 
friendly forces. The Germans had given 
the ship false information using the 
Diadem's radio frequencies and a cap¬ 
tured aircraft. 

On dune 12 the cruiser returned to 
Portsmouth to replenish her ammuni¬ 
tion. but by the morning of June 14 she 
was back off the beaches bombarding 
throughout the day and firing her 
l,748lh round since D-Day. 

Three days later. Grand Admiral 
Doenitz's liaison officer at Hitler's HO 
telegraphed that "our attacks make no 
advanced within the range of enemy 
naval artillery . . . The Fuhrcr secs the 
only possible relief for the land from in 
the elimination of the enemy naval 
forces, primarily the battleships-. . .*' 

But it was too late, lhc breach which 
had been made in the wall was 
irreparable. 


Threats 


Lieut. Ronald Paterson . . . Assis¬ 
tant Beachmaster in the Canadian 
sector. 


the most literal sense of the word. 

The gunships were intended to beach 
belorc H-Hour and knock out enemy 
strongpoints, thus allowing the infantry a 
safe run. On a training exercise, the 
senior officer of the nine-vessel flotilla 
stranded his craft and Paterson's com¬ 
mand was relinquished in his favour. 

The young Scot was appointed instead 
as Staff Officer Operations to Capt. 
Colin Maude, destined to be Beach 
Commander. Juno. Maude was a 
charismatic figure who. as commanding 


Frenchmen fighting under British 
colours, was constrained to use a 
pseudonym. In deference — or 
perhaps with irreverence — towards 
a former enemy of France, he chose 
the name of Horatio Nelson. 

All seemed set then for Ronald 
Paterson's role in the Normandy land¬ 
ings — alongside Horatio Nelson. But 
soon after LCG(L) 831 arrived at South¬ 
ampton to join her flotilla, Lieut. 
Paterson found himself on the beach, in 


"For me 324 longest days began on D 
plus One." he now recalls. “Perhaps the 
woods and fields of Normandy were not 
the best places for sailors to go into 
battle, but many hundreds gave their 
lives on the beaches as well as inland. 

"They were the real heroes of the 
Khaki Navy. Several wireless telegra¬ 
phists dropped by parachute with the 
airborne forces. Many arc erroneously 
recorded as 'lost at sea’. 

"If the ultimate sacrifice was 
inevitable, perhaps, as men who had 
volunteered for the Royal Navy and 
served afloat in General Service, that is 


• On May 24. 1945, Reg Clarke was 
presented, with other selected POWs, 
to the King and Queen at Buckingham 
Palace. He was demobilised from HMS 
Daedalus in 1946 and resumed studies 
as an architect. Last year he re¬ 
tired early from his job as Design 
Manager with the Laing Group. He 
and his wife Patricia have two married 
daughters and a young granddaughter 
and now live quietly in the Oxfordshire 
village of Horton cum Studley. 


Combined Operations personnel. 


wounded, take cover 
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How the Navy solved the riddle of the s 


MORE THAN six months before 
D-Day, the Royal Navy landed 
men on the Normandy beaches to 
collect sand samples under the 
noses of the Germans, it was 
part of a daring operation to lay 
the groundwork for installation 
of the Mulberry Harbours. 

The series of surveys made in the 
winter of 1943/44 were fraught with 
risks and difficulties: discovery and 
capture could jeopardise the whole 
invasion plan, which is an indication 
of how vital it was for Neptune 
planners to gain knowledge of beach 
gradients and the state of the sand 
in the landing area. 

Experience in Italy had shown that 
such (lata was essential at the planning 
stage- There was no such information at 
hand for the Normandy coast. At first 
aerial photography was tned but it was 
soon dcc i d fd that confirmation could 
only be obtained by taking a small boat 
across the Channel and tunning hues of 
soundings with an echo sounder. 

Low profile 


In the autumn of 1943 two surveying 
officers — Lieut*. F M. Bcmcastlc and 
N C. Glen — were appointed to the 
staff of the man who was eventually to 
command the Eastern Task Force. Rear 
Admiral Sir Philip Vian at HMS Vectis, 
Cowes. 

It would be tbetr hazardous task to 
collect the information needed using 
Landing Craft Personnel (Large) which 
belied their description by being only 32 
ft. long and basing a very low profile 

Based at KMS Tormentor in the 
Hamble estuary, Hants, the vessels were 
fitted with echo sounders, taut wire 
machines and RAF GEE receivers The 
uut wire machines contained a reel of 
nine miles of single-strand piano wire 
with the end secured to a sinker lowered 


to the sea bed. As the craft moved, 
slowly away the wtre was measured by a 
special sheave as It paid out over I lie 
stem The method was highly accurate 
for fixing distance 

GEE. known as QH in the Navy, was 
Ihe forerunner of Dccca navigation 
equipment and gave a geographical fix to 
an area of about one mile. Due to the 
very low height of the LCPs' aerials the 
signal could only be received in v 
areas. Fortunately, 
of them 


German radar 


With its low profile, the LCPs could 
not be picked up by German radar, and 
moonless nights were chosen for the 
forays to avoid discovery by sentnes 
ashore Because the nine-knot craft 
coukl carry only a limited amount of 
fuel, their range was extended by having 
them towed half-way to Normandy b) a 
group of motor gunboat* under ihc 
command of Lieut.-Cdr Nye RNVR 
from HMS Hornet 

Three LCPs would normally be used, 
arriving off the enemy coast at about 
midnight. One was used as a mark boat 
while tlie other two. commanded by 
Glen and Bcmcastlc, ran as many lines 
ol soundings as possible before 0400. 
when they all had to head lor home to 
be out of sight of France by dawn. 

During that four hours, sounding lines 
were run towards the coast with taut 
wire distance noted on the echo sounder 
trace. On reaching the shore the wire 




THE PATHFINDI 


was cut. a compass fix obtained on the 
visible houses and natural objects, and 
Ihe survey craft relumed to the mark 
boat a* quietly as possible This exercise 
was earned out three times per craft per 
trip. 

Midget subs 

Six operations were mounted between 
November 25. 1943 and the following 
January Only one operation was a 
complete failure, due to the breakdown 
of the echo sounding equipment. 

The most hazardous operation was the 
final one. set for January I, 1944. For 
this, a midget submanne was used — 
X-20 under the command of Lieut. Ken 
Hudspeth 

When the tiny craft was close to the 
Normandy beaches, a Royal Engineers 
officer and a sapper emerged to swim 
ashore Major Scott Bowden and Sgt 
Ogden Smith investigated the bearing 
qualities of the beach with probes, took 
sand samples and. before they swam 
hack to X-20. they even dug up a mine 
lor examination by experts m Britain. 



This plan of attack from the Royal Navy Battle Summary (alill on ihe eecret Hat w 
dlaposltksot of major elements on the D-Day fleet at H-Hour. The map also shov 
coastal batteries and pra-arranged targets. The map above shows the plan In 
Pictured tolt is Lieut. Glen and hla crew In an LCPfL) oft Mulberry B on June 9, 
were not fitted for the reconnaissance operations six months before. As a 
Superintendent of the Tide! Branch of the Navy's Hydrograp 


. . . and lit a b 


SUCCESS of Ihc cheeky, fact- 
finding expedition by X-20 en¬ 
couraged the Neptune planners 
to lay-on another risky task for 
such vessels. 

in March 1944 Hudspeth ami 
another X-craft commanding offi¬ 
cer. Lieut. George Honour, began 
then training as pilot* «>f the in¬ 
vasion fleet. 


amphibious tanks — landed on lh< 
correct beaches it was essential to hav« 
the facility of navigational beacons. The’ 
could not. of course, he erected on land 
They would have to be mounted ot 
vessels, but surface craft lying half 
a-mitc offshore foe a day or two wen 
certain to be detected Only submarine 
had a hope of carrying out Ihc task it 
vecrct And they would have to be small 
Hudspeth m X-20 and Honour in X-2: 
would carry out the special mission 
designated Operation Gambit. Georg, 
Honour, suspicious of the title, looker 


To ensure that forces — especially 




















NAVY NEWS. JUNE 1984 25 


;ands 



ch, undor his command, guided 
r courtesy ol the Royal Navy 
had completed her task. Lieut. 



hen published In 1947) shows the 
rt swept waters (In blue), German 
relation to the rest ot Normandy. 
1944. The gun. tin hag and mast 
commander. N. C. Glen Is now 



STANDING In victory 
formation, some of the men 
who helped Navy News tell 
their D-Day stories gather at 
Southwick House. HMS Dryad, 
where the Invasion was 
planned 40 years ago. 

Behind them towers the 
wooden Wall Map on which 
the complicated manoeuvres 
were planned. For some It was 
the first time they had seen 
the chessboard on which their 
destinies were moved. 

They are, from left (D-Day 
ranks In Italics): Cdr. Philip 
Cole. RN (retd.), RN Philatelic 
Officer. iieut.-cdr.; Lieut.-Cdr. 
Peter Dinnfs RN (retd.), mid¬ 
shipman: Mr. Arthur Gray, ser¬ 
geant Royal Marines: 
Lieut.-Cdr. Richard Lalng 


room was a hive of activity 
until. In July, with Cherbourg 
In Allied hands and tlfls 
beach-head secure, ovoryono 
simply movod out. leaving the 
room littered with orders and 
equipment. 

After the war the decision 
was made to preserve the map 
and It was set up for H-Hour 
(0725) in the British sector. It 
was unvoiled in 1946 by 
Admiral of the Fleet Sir 
Goorge Creasy, who had been 
Admiral Ramsay’s Chief of 
Staff during Neptune. 


VICTORY PARADE 


was only part of a complete 
plan of Britain and the wholo 
European coastline from nor¬ 
thern Norway to the Spanish 
frontier. When it was delivered 
the section seen here was 
separated from the remainder 
and eroded in Its present 
position. 

Preservation 

To further maintain secrecy, 
the two workmen and naval 
officers who erected It were 
then requirod to remain In 
Southwick House until Opera¬ 
tion Neptune was underway. 

For 34 days after D-Day the 


RNVR, Haul.. Lieut. Ronald 
Martin RN (retd.), petty officer; 
Mr. Jim Edwards, able seaman. 
Commandor-ln-Chief Naval 
Home Command, Admiral Sir 
Desmond Cassidi, sub-iieut.; 
Ueut.-Cdr. R. S. Young RN 
(retd.), Iieut.: Mr. Gordon Law¬ 
rence, marine; the Vicar of 
Swan more the Rev. Ronald 
Paterson, who retired from the 
Royal Navy as a lleut.-cdr., 
Iieut.; Mr. R. G. Clarke. PO Tof.; 
Lieut.-Cdr. George Honour 
RNR, Iieut.; Mr. Leslio Garrett, 
marine. 

The Wall Map was made by 
a toy firm In the Midlands and 


Admiral Sir Bertram Ramsay 
did not survive the war. He 
was klllod In an air crash In 
January 1945 while on his way 
to an Allied meeting. 


eacon of freedom for the invasion fleet 


: up the word "gambit" in a dictionary 

and found this entry: ’The pawn you 
, throw away before a big move in chess." 

It did not particularly thnll him 
i Towed to a pod non south of die Me 
id Wight, the three-man midget vessels 
began thetr 90-tndc trip across the 
, Channel on the evening id Friday. June 
i 2. A» well us the crew, they each earned 
two officer\ id Combined Operation. 
! Pilotage Party 

By dawn on June 4. X-2U was oft Juno 
Beach and X 23 off Sword They fixed 
1 then marker puuttocu by periscope then 


dived to the bottom. When darkness fell 
they vurfaced fin air and to receive a 
message which told them that the in¬ 
vasion had been postponed 

They dived once more to wan 24 
hours, the occupants passing (tic lime in 
the cramped metal tubes by playing bar 
dice and deeping The next night the 
midgets surfaced again to learn that this 
time the insauon was on Just before 
dawn on June 6. the vessels broke 
surface for the last time and set up then 
18-ft telescope masts, each with a green 


light directed to seaward and other 
navigational aids. 

“As dawn broke the invasion fleet 
steamed towards us.” recalls George 
Honour. "It was an amazing sight — 
ships of all sizes stretching as far as the 
eve could sec. 1 could spiite imagine the 
German feelings at that moment." 

Mam tear now for the X-craft men 
was that then unusual vessels would be 
taken for German midget submarines 
and attacked by (he fnctsds they had 
guided on to the beaches The invasion 


fleet, however, seemed too busy with 
other matters and csentually the subma 
tines were taken in tow by trawlers for 
(he passage home 

V’cry few knew of the vital role they 
bad played. In a repoM which was still 
secret long after D-Day. the Naval 
Commander of Sword sector. Rear- 
Admtral A G. Talbot, describes X-2-Vs 
muwon (and thus that sif X-20) as "an 
exploit of fine courage and no ordinary 
hazard and endurance 

"The weather was such that all occu¬ 
pants were washed off the caving at one 


time or another and much water w-as 
shipped which necessitated continual 
pumping. Sixty-four of the 76 hours were 
spent submerged in this small craft " 
They won the praise, too, of the 
Allied Naval C-in-C, Admiral Ramsay, 
who commended the "great skill arid 
endurance" shown, and added 

"Their report of proceedings, which 
was a masterpiece of understatement, 
read like the deck lug of a surface ship ui 
peace time, and not of a very small and 
vulnerable submarine carrying u«t a 
hazardous operation in time of war “ 
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FACING the severest test of 
their fortitude and courage since 
their formation into Commandos 
a year before. Royal Marines 
assault troups bore the brunt of 
some of the bitterest fighting to 
win the beaches. 

On the eastern flank, 45 Cdo and 
three Army Commandos formed the 
1st Special Service Brigade under 
Lord Lovai. Task of the brigade was 
to land on Sword Beach, seize high 
ground around Ouistrcham, link up 
with 6th Airborne Division which 
would be dropped to the south, and 
hold an area cast of the Caen Canal 
and River Omc. 

Their baptism of fire came when they 
were still a mile offshore and German 
guns opened up. hitting many of their 
45ft. landing cratt. For Sgt. Arthur 
Gray, leading a support section of A 
Troop, there seemed little to do but grin 
and bear it as he crouched in the bowels 
of his landing craft: 

"B Troop's craft on our starboard was 
hit, black smoke billowing up from the 
bows, but she sailed on. Then down 
went the ramps in our craft, pushed over 
the bows by gallant seamen." 

A shell exploded alongside the vessel, 
rocking the ramps and throwing one of 


By sea —and 


his comrades into the sea. He and others 
grabbed the floundering man and. in 
three feet of water, waded on to a shore 
swept by enemy small-arms fire. 

"There was a strident roar from the 
sccond-in-comand. Major Nicol Gray, 
who was aboard with A Troop, telling us 
all that this was France and that we had 
to stay. It spurred us on despite personal 
loads of 601b., consisting of spare am¬ 
munition, signal sets and lightweight 
ladders for bridging.” 

Harassed all the way by machine-gun 
fire, the commandos scrambled across 
the beach and through swamps to a 
wood hatf-a-milc inland where they 
came under mortar fire, Sgt. Gray 
beating one of the lethal mortar bombs 
"by a short head” when he was called to 
a briefing in a ditch. 

There was fierce fighting around 
Ouistrcham and the canal and River 
Omc crossings, the commanding officer 


of 45 Cdo (Lieut.-Col. Charles Rics) 
suffered sovcrc wounds at a crossing 
over the Orne. known since the landings 
as Pegasus Bridge. 

By late morning the Marines had 
made the link with 6th Airborne and 
moved on, under Major Gray, to their 
next objective — Mcrvillc. Sgt. Gray 
and his comrades had heard over their 
radios that an enemy battery ensconced 
in the locality had been silenced, but the 
Germans returned to man their guns 
before the commandos attacked. A 
Troop once more came under heavy fire 
before they ousted their stubborn 
opponents. 

Thankful that his section was still 
intact, Sgt. Gray sited his Brcn-gun 
group in the eastern part of Mcrvillc and 
then spent an uncomfortable half-hour 
as mortar bombs and machine-gun fire 
were directed his way from a small 
wood. 


Mortar fire, shelling and spasmodic 
attacks went on through the night. But 
there was time to brew up and take 
stock. In 24 hours Gray had sailed from 
Warsash near Southampton, crossed the 
Channel and had landed in France. He 
had survived the beach defences and the 
gauntlet of fire inland; his unit had 
crossed a canal and a river, had taken a 
village and all the men under his 
command were alive. 

Yet they were still vulnerable, and 
Gray was all too conscious of that. They 
were holding on at the eastern edge of 
the Normandy beach-head near an area 
where German tanks had been reported. 
Their commanding officer had been 
knocked out of the campaign, ammuni¬ 
tion was running low and over two miles 
separated them from their comrades. 
Inside their defensive position were 
German prisoners and several of their 
own wounded. 


But 45 clung to France, standing firm 
for many more days of bitter fighting 
against an enemy threatening to sur¬ 
round their advanced position. 

A few miles to the right 41 and 48 
Cdos (Licut.-Cbls. Gray and Moulton 
respectively) had landed in the initial 
assault with the 3rd British and 3rd 
Canadian Divisions. 

Reef 

On this sector, straddling the dividing 
line between Sword Beach to the cast 
and Juno to the west, was a stretch of 
shoreline protected to seaward by a five- 
mile long reef which separated the two 

For the commandos there, almost 
everything seemed to go wrong. On the 
western side of the reef, 48 Cdo's front, 
it had been intended that a Canadian 
battalion would clear the beach defences 
after the landing area had been sub- 


Masters of the beaches 
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equipment. The next day he embarked 
in ss Munster and on June 5 sailed for 
Spithcad to join the invasion fleet. 

Off Juno Beach, Lieut. Paterson 
experienced his first shock of D-Day 
action when, dose alongside his ship, an 
escorting destroyer was sunk by a mine. 
(This was probably HMS Wrestler, one 
of only two destroyers lost on D-Day. 
The other was the Norwegian ship 
Svenncr. torpedoed off Sword Beach). 

For him there followed an uncomfort¬ 
able. two-hour trip in a Landing Craft 
Assault until, at 07.40. he went ashore 
with his party near Courscullcs. 

Gruesome 

Trying to avoid mines secured to 
beach obstructions, the lieutenant waded 
in. holding above his head a briefcase 
containing secret maps, operational 
orders, field postcards. 200 Occupation 
Francs, and — in execution of Capt. 
Maude’s order — a bottle of Haig 
scotch. (The Occupation Francs could, 
by order, only be spent on "Camcmbcrt 
cheese and French postcards"!) 

They set up HO in a knockcd-out 
enemy gun emplacement, first having to 
undertake the gruesome job of removing 
the bodies of the former occupants. 
There was a constant flow of men and 
vehicles over the beach and Lieut. 
Paterson’s party were kept busy sorting 
out traffic jams, removing and marking 
beach obstacles, supervising the embar¬ 
kation of wounded (or return to the UK, 
and ensuring the speedy disembarkation 
of men and equipment immediately an 


incoming craft hit the beach. 

By midnight Paterson was tired and 
still wet. The Haig worked wonders. 

Next day work began at 05.00 and 
proceeded under occasional fire from 
enemy snipers. Among the casualties 
Paterson evacuated were, ironically, sur¬ 
vivors from the craft which he was to 
have commanded — LCG(L) 831. It had 
hit a mine. 

By D plus Three, blockships 
(codcnamcd Gtxwc berries) were in posi¬ 
tion off the beach, giving better protec¬ 
tion to the landing craft. Over the next 
ten days the beach party shepherded 
supplies of ammunition, petrol and 
compo packs to 3rd Canadians. Mean¬ 
while, the mine-infested shore was being 
thrashed constantly by ranks equipped 
with heavy chain flails. 

And so it continued until June 18 
when traffic over the beaches was halted 
by the great Channel storm which raged 
for days. Coasters were called in to the 
small harbour which had been cleared at 
Courscullcs, but even so evacuating the 
wounded proved difficult. 

Morale was boosted on June 22 by an 
improvement in the weather and a visit 
to Juno Beach by the King, Churchill 
and dc Gaulle. Three weeks later Lieut. 
Paterson was back in Britain to prepare 
for another D-Day — on Luzon in the 
Philippines. 

• Ronald Paterson retired from the 
Royal Navy as a lieutenant-commander 
in 1950 and was subsequently ordained 
into the Church ol England. He b now 
Vicar of Swanmore, Hants., and 
Chairman and Chaplain of the D-Day 
and Normandy Fellowship. 









by land 


icctcd (o intensive bombing and 
bombardment. 

The fire had not. however, been 
brought down as planned and the 
Canadians proceeded with their primary 
task of penetrating inland, leaving one 
company and a few tanks to deal with a 
concreted, mined and wired strongpoint. 

"St Aubin Beach remained under 
close-range fire from the strongpoint 
immediately above it, and the under¬ 
water beach obstacles. 'Rommel's as¬ 
paragus.' could not be cleared until later 
that day," recalls Col. J. L. Moulton 
(now a retired major general). 

"Despite this, beach signs were 
erected calling in the second and later 
waves of landing craft, and no attempt 
was made to direct them a few hundred 
yards to the flank, which would have 
saved many lives." 

Moulton's Commando was equipped 
with Landing Craft Infantry (Small) 


which, despite their designation, were 
more than twice the length of Landing 
Craft Assault, less manoeuvrable, more 
vulnerable to beach obstacles, presented 
bigger targets and were harder to beach 
on a crowded shore. 

Col. Moulton watched with envy the 
LCAs operating successfully in contrast 
to the sinking and broachcd-to LCI(S)s 
with which his unit was equipped. Three 
of the six craft came to grief on the 
uncleared obstacles. 

The colonel's own LCI stuck 
momentarily on Rommel's asparagus, 
but luckily was carried by a wave on to 
the beach. "As this happened the Ger¬ 
man strongpoint opened fire, mowing 
down men in the landing craft nearest to 
it. Trying to swim ashore, men were 
drowned. 

From his craft he ordered smoke 
bombs to be fired from mortars which he 
had had the foresight to mount in each 


vessel. The effective screen allowed his 
men to get ashore as best they could. 

Col. Moulton managed to master what 
remained of his 600-strong unit at a pre¬ 
arranged rendezvous. At half-strength, 
seriously disorganised as it left the 
beaches and with many of its best 
officers and men killed or wounded, 48 
Commando nevcrthless proceeded to 
carry out its orders: to clear German 
defences along the coast to the cast and 
link up with 41 Cdo. 

At first they met only Ughl opposition, 
but in the village of Langrunc they found 
another strongpoint, concreted into a 
block of houses on the sea front. An 
attack by B Troop failed and its com¬ 
mander was killed. 

Col. Moulton started to lay on a 
heavier attack, but his brigadier came up 
to warn him that German armour was 
heading towards his position. The attack 
had to be called off and the depleted 48 




Lieut.-Col. J. L. Moulton. He led 48 
Cdo through a hall of fire. 



Sgt. Arthur Gray who. with A Troop 
45 Cdo fought his way inland. 


Cdo was ordered to defend the village. 

Next morning Col. Moulton was re¬ 
lieved to learn that the enemy tanks had 
been halted just a mile or two from his 
position. Then: "Some of our own self- 
propelled guns came up. Firing point- 
blank, they smashed a concrete wall, 
allowing us to get into the strongpoint 
and capture it. 

There followed a few quiet days for 
the men of 48 until they were ordered to 
move once more — across the Omc, 

The D-Day experiences of 41 Cdo on 
Col. Moulton's left were no more 
enviable. Their landing was costly and 
they were pinned down on the beaches, 
with their radios out of action and 
unable to transmit calls for fire support. 
They were eventually reinforced by two 
Army battalions, but night fell with 41 
still short of their objective. 

There were problems, too. for 47 Cdo, 
landing on the far right of the British 1 
Canadian sector. They lost a quarter of 
their 16 landing craft off Port cn Bessin. 
Gold Beach. Of the survivors, 11 had to 
be beached and only one was able to 
return to the parent ship. 

Undaunted 

Weapons and equipment had gone 
down but, undaunted. 47 Cdo hoped to 
put matters right with the capture of 
enemy material from a village expected 
to be in American hands. 

The GIs. however, had run into 
serious problems on the commandos' 
right. They were pinned down in bloody 
conflict on Omaha Beach and had not 
reached the enemy-held village. What¬ 
ever prizes of war were there would have 
to be fought for. 

Having cleared the village, the com¬ 
mandos later took Port cn Bessin from 
the rear, eventually being able to call 
down support for fire after a delay 
caused by radio problems. 

The remaining Royal Marines unit. 46 
Cdo, under the command of Lieut.-Col. 
Campbell Hardy (latterly General Sir 
Campbell Hardy), went ashore at Sword 
Beach on June 7. 

Three days later they were locked in 
battle with elements of the German XH 
SS Division at Lc Hamel. Meanwhile, 
41. 47 and 48 Cdov had all been 
deployed on the left of the 6th Airborne 
cast of the Ome and shortly after 46 Cdo 
joined them there. 

Gunners 

In all, 17.000 Royal Marines took part 
in Operation Neptune — not only as 
assault troops, but as gunners in war¬ 
ships. Royal Marines supplied two-thirds 
of the crews of assault craft, most of the 
crews of minor landing craft during the 
build-up on the beaches, and the head¬ 
quarters of those craft in the British 
sector. 

The gun crews of support and flank 
craft were also provided by them and the 
Admiralty authorised RM officers with 
appropriate qualifications to command 
these vessels. 

Marines provided half the men for the 
hazardous task of beach clearance, 
formed port parties, camp staffs, hard 
parties and signal units. More perhaps 
than any other operation. Neptune 
epitomised the motto of the Corps: "Per 
Mare Per Terram" (By Sea. By Land). 
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Craft that 
pressed on 
through a 
gauntlet 
of fire 

"Conditions of wind and sea on the 
day of sailing were in my apprecia¬ 
tion unexpectedly severe for the 
launching of an operation of this 
type and imposed a high test on the 
landing craft crews. Their spirit and 
seamanship alike rose to meet the 
greatness of the hour and they 
pressed forwards ashore, over or 
through mined obstacles, in high 
heart and resolution; there was no 
faltering and many of the small 
landing craft were driven on until 
they foundered. " — from the report 
of the Allied Naval Commander 
Eastern Task Force. Rear-Admiral 
Sir Philip Vian. 

SHELLS howled around Able 
Seaman cox’n Jim Edwards as 
he drove his assault landing craft 
towards Juno Beach. Over his 
head passed rounds from bom¬ 
barding ships, but as Edwards 
guided LCA 416 (Boat No. 5) 
through choppy sea to close with 
the shore, his bow man shouted a 
warning about the “friendly” 
fire: 

“Those blighters are dropping 
short!" 

Edwards saw shell splashes in the 
water ahead and realised that they were 
not caused by fire from the ships. 
"They're going the wrong way," he 
shouted back. "They're coming out, not 
going in!" The Germans, it seemed, 
were making a determined effort to get 
LCA 416. 

As he neared the beach the noise of 
gunfire and exploding mines was deafen¬ 
ing. Several landing craft had hit obsta¬ 
cles and were out of action. Edwards 



AB Jim Edwards ... dodged the 
beach obstacles. 


had to use all his skill to weave slowly in 
and out of "Rommel's asparagus." even¬ 
tually managing to beach the craft and 
get all his soldiers safety ashore. 

He had a good crew — the bow man. 
the stem sheet man and a jolly good 
stoker named Bert Buckley. He could 
depend on them all. 

He would need to, for getting away 
from the beach was even more arduous, 
the rough swell making it difficult to 
dodge the maze of mined obstacles. 

On his way back to his parent ship. 
HMS Duke of Wellington. Edwards 
found that his flotilla officer, a Lieut. 
Corbett, had not been so lucky. His boat 
had been holed, but had remained 
partially afloat. 

The lieutenant was perched on the 
port comer of the stem end, the only 
pan above water. "Hello, No. 5," he 
said calmly as Edwards drew alongside. 
"Glad you came along." Edwards em¬ 
barked the stranded officer and com¬ 
pleted the run to the ship. Then it was 
back to the beaches again . . . 

Over at Gold Beach, Marine Gordon 
Lawrence couldn't help feeling that his 
landing craft was slightly under-gunned 
for its task of knocking out an emplace¬ 
ment at Lc Hamel. 

He was a member ol 310 Flotilla 
composed of ten Landing Craft Suppori 
(Light) armed with six-pounder guns 


Turn to next page 
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HUNDREDS of escort ships, 
anti-submarine vesseLs and mine¬ 
sweepers were the guardians of 
the great fleet which gathered off 
Normandy on June 6, 1944. 

On the bridge of the Hunt-class 
destroyer HMS Holderncss. the 
commanding officer had a shepherd¬ 
ing problem. Lieut.-Cdr. Philip 
Cole, a decorated veteran of the 
Arctic convoys, had to keep his 
charge of eight tank landing ships 
on die straight and narrow, well 
inside the channel swept clear of 
mines. It wasn't easy. 

The tide wax running strongly to the 
west, and the tail-end of the convoy 
would keep drifting in that direction and 
risked hitting a mine. The swept channel 
was marked with buoys, but Licut.-Cdr. 
Cole had great difficulty in keeping the 
LSTx within it. 

One of the problems wax that the 
convoy officer was his senior, and Cole’s 
numerous signals to keep in line were 
getting irritable replies to the effect that 
the convoy was in perfect position! It 
seemed that the Holdcmcss's ten-inch 
signal lamp was in action alt the way to 
the beaches. 


Ueut.-Cdr. Philip Cole on the bridge 
of his destroyer HMS Holdderness. 

On June 7, MTU 253 was ordcicd to 
Normandy from her new base at HMS 
Hornet. For the following days she 
patrolled from Arromanches with some 
success against manned torpedoes. The 
pilots were generally captured, and 
impressed Lieut. Laing with their 

"It required a lot of machine-gun 
bursts alongside them before they could 
be persuaded to dismount. Some were 
very surly Naas and had to be closely 
supervised once they were on board." 

Crewman of Motor Gun Boat 317, C. 
G. Neville, remembers running fights 
with E-Boats on the fringes of the 
invasion area — and one particularly 
upsetting incident: 

"A German cannon shell exploded in 
the rum locker and destroyed five 
gallons of rum which drained through 


Royal Marine* gun crew of LCG(L) 1007 snatch some sleep after the initial 
assault. Many of the support landing craft were frighteningly vulnerable as they 
sat dose offshore while bombarding strongpolnts. 

Picture: Royal Mm Museum 


Marine Gordon Lawrence ... In¬ 
volved In the capture of a manned 
torpedo. 

A German manned torpedo was 
sighted at Of>45 on August 18. at a range 
of 400 yards from the British craft. The 
LCS headed towards it and opened fire, 
but the torpedo pilot took violent 
avoiding action. 

When the range had been dosed to 80 
yards. LCS 25 I s commanding officer 
(Sub-Lieut. Dean RNVR) ordered fire 
tabc reopened with machine-guns at the 
enemy's cockpit cover. The pilot was 
killed and the torpedo recovered — one 
of the first such weapons to be captured 
intact by the Allies. 

Lawrence saw the contents of the 
pilot's wallet being examined and noted 
that it contained a four-leaf clover. He 
remembers thinking that it hadn't 
brought the man much luck. 


GAUNTLET OF FIRE 
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from Churchill tanks, and light machine- 
guns. 

They had taken part in the Studland 
Bay practice invasion and had already 
carried out many patrols along the 
French coast. On June 5. Lawrence's 
craft - LCS(L) 251 - had left the Isle 
of Wight with the main fleet, crossing 
the Channel in the wake of a destroyer. 

When the ship turned off and fired. 
LCS 251 carried on towards the beach. 
"As we opened fire one of the most 
frightening things was the rockets being 
fired over our heads by the LCRs behind 
us,” recalls Mr. Lawrence. "We reached 
our target after some time and were 


It was a hair-raising experience for 
young l.jwrcnoc and his fellow 
crewmen. Their role was to fire on 
enemy positions so as to druw fire uway 
from the troop-laden craft. Every day 
for weeks they followed the same, 
hazardous procedure, drawing fire from 
stretches of enemy-held coastline so that 
other, better-armed vessels, could locate 
the gun flashes and fire back. 

During those weeks they spent the 
nights lying off the so-called Trout Line 
at the outlet of the River Orae. a 
protection against attack from the sea. 
During an abortive enemy attack on a 
line of "Gooseberry" blockships. LCS 
251 gained an entry in the history books. 


IJcul. Dick Laing RNVR knew the 
Normandy coastline belter than most. 
As commanding officer of MTB 253 
(14th Flotilla), his area of operations had 
for 18 months before been the Bay of 
the Seme from Cherbourg to Fecamp. 

Two or three times a week individual 
boats of the flotilla would make night 
patrols from Ncwhavi i. ready to jump 
small convoys port-hop ting up and down 
the Channel. 
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shepherds 


Lieut. Dick Laing, commanding 
officer of MTB 253. 
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the deck into the bilges. In consequence 
we arrived back in England a little 
btcary-cycd." 

Lieut. Ronald Young, navigating offi¬ 
cer of HM anti-submarine trawler Nor¬ 
thern Pride, recalls a tense 24 hours as 
part of a chain patrol, closely anchored 
to form a physical barrier against manned 
torpedoes, underwater swimmers and 
radio-controlled electric motor boats 
carrying high explosives. 

Suddenly, the next ship in the line — 
HM A/S trawler Lord Austin — was lost 
in a huge explosion, officially thought to 
be caused by a mine. Young suspected it 
was a torpedo. 

While the Channel storm raged later 
in the month, the Northcn Pride was 
detailed to help form another protective 


screen around the battleship I IMS Rod¬ 
ney, which at the time was firing her 
16-in. guns in support of the Allied 
assault on Caen. The swell was so bad 
that the Northern Pride's anchor would 
not hold and for three days she had to 
steam slow ahead just to maintain 
position. 

Mistaken identity 

Sometimes, friends became a threat, 
too. Signals were intercepted by Lieut. 
Young's ship that the cable vessel Ariel 
had been damaged by gunfire from a US 
craft. In the gloom the Americans had 
apparently mistaken the Ariel for a U- 
Boat! 

“It was only steam escaping from the 
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fractured stcampipc of the ship's siren 
that saved her from being sunk. The 
bridge was shot away with many 
casualties." 

Such shepherds as the Northern Pride 
often found themselves with thankless 
jobs, as did many of the minesweepers. 

However, in his report. Rear-Admiral 
Sir Philip Vian commented: "The mine- 
sweeping flotillas had a very unsatis¬ 
factory task in that some of the mines 
laid by the enemy were proof against 
their sweeping gear. In spite of 
casualties, the long hours of sweeping in 
mid-summer, and apparent lack of suc¬ 
cess, they did in fact detonate a large 
number of mines, making a substantial 
contribution towards holding the enemy 
effort." 
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CHEQUECARD 

A cheque guarantee card will nor¬ 
mally be issued with your cheque 
book provided you're 18 or over 
So. youll be able to use your 
NatWest card wherever and when¬ 
ever you like, not just in banks. 

With ail these services. NatWest 
has to be the bank for the Services 
Open a NatWest bank account 


3 NatWest 

FORCES SERVICE 








Kbs NAVY PICTURE CLOCKS 




AIRCRAFT 

WESSEX MR I SEA I 

GANNET LTN» 

GAZELLES r '»iW 

SEAMING jets 




N.C.J. MARKETING 



H.M.S. HERMES 

The leten edition 10 out renge 
eircrefl cemei KM S Hermct in hef gum 

lenglh*olmo<!el*O?S0^" 



OPERATION 


OVERLORD 

1044 19114 

This superb colour D-Day souvenir Ls now available 
from leading newsagents, only 60 p. 

Or, if you wish lo have a copy of Overlord sent to you, 
please fill in the coupon below and send 87p (including 
postage and packing) to: The Subscriptions 
Department, The News Centre, Hilsca, Portsmouth, 
Hants P02 9SX. 

Please send me ( ) copies of Operation Overlord, 

published by The News, Portsmouth, at 87p each 
(including postage and packing). (Chcqucs/P.O. made 
out to Overlord Souvenir). 

Name.. 


AOB (London) Ltd (Dept SC ) 

49-53 Harrow Road. London W2 1JH I 
Telephone 01-402 5671 Tele. 21120 I 



NAVY NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 

WHOLE PAGE.£1,000 

HALF PAGE.£550 

QUARTER PAGE.£325 

SINGLE COL CM.£6 

(Minimum 2.5cms.) 

ACCOUNT TERMS 

ntj have to be approved in advance o* advertisements 


Travel Warrants accepted.. 

FULL DETAILS AND BOOKINGS AT OUR AGENT 
ON YOUR BASE. 


WE CAN ALSO PROVIDE COACHES FOR GROUP TRAVEL 
TO ANY OTHER DESTINATION. PHONE US ON 
PORTSMOUTH 696911 


♦BOSTON TEE SHIRT CO.LTD.* 


Your own designs on machine wasli 
Sweatshirts Joqqmq Suits Spurts 
embroidered V neck Sweaters 


• VOU PAY WHIN Wt DflIVtR 

• COMPlI It MOM V BACK GUARAMI 

• 100% MACMINf WASHABlt 

• UP tO S COLOUR PRIM tINC 1 

• IASI SIRVICI - APPRtlX i WttKS 

• MINIMUM ORUtR ONI V 10 GARMtNf 

• NO ARtWORK OH SCRFtN CMARGI • 
•Al I SHIRT SI?I S A COLOURS IIS Sll 

• OIRlCt SCRifV PRIMING 


The Boston Tee Shirt Co Ltd. 
1 Hennock Road 
Marsh Barton Ind.Est. 

Exeter EX2 8ND 
Tel. Exeter (0392) 30994 



Officers. CPO's and PO's uniforms made to measure. Appointed 
tailors to the officers of the Household Cavalry Exclusively cut 
and tailored in our own workrooms by experienced craftsmen. 

under the personal supervision of Mr. Golding. 

Wc offer top quality service using the finest Barcthca and 
Superfine materials, with competitive prices and credit. 

Our special fast service is available at no extra charge 
Wc can also supply: Military ties. Blazer badges. Badges of 
rank. Gold wire shoulder slides. Sleeve ranking. 

Marcella shirts and Miniature medals 
Full-sized medals remounted. I lats supplied. 


Our Sales Director will call at your request. 

Ring (1727 MI8IV or write for details to 
220 Hatfield Road. St Albans. Herts 
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mOTAL 


ASSOCIATION 


UCKERLADES GALORE! 


Ship is tops 
in counter 


intelligence 

THE BATTLE for the 1984 national Uckers title at 
Portsmouth over the week-end April 27-29 was a 
winner for the Double Seven committee of the Royal 
Naval Association who staged the event. 

If its aims were also to bring together serving and ex¬ 
serving naval personnel, their wives, families and friends, it 
could not have been more successful. 

Of the 64 teams, many from RNA branches, (included 
headquarters represented by Capt Jim Rayner RM and his wife 
Trish). the majority were from HM ships, submarines and shore bases 
— prosing that Uckers is by no means yesterday’s naval game 
And is was the Royal Navy 



HOUSE OF COMMONS 


BROADSWORD VISIT 


:njoying the 


BELFAST LAYS PLANS 
FOR CONFERENCE '86 


FROM No. 12 (Irish) Area 
comes news of plans being laid 
to welcome delegates to Belfast 
for the 1986 RNA conference. 

With the assistance of the 
Senior Naval Officer, Northern 
Ireland, an organising commit¬ 
tee representing the RNA 
branches of Bangor. Belfast, 
Cork. Dublin, Limavady, 
Lisburn, Mid-Antrim. Syden¬ 


ham (Belfast) and the newly- 
commissioned Whiteabbcy. is 
planning a great week-end Tor 

The commissioning of 
Whlleabbey, performed by 
Shipmate H. R. Smyth, national 
council member, was witnessed 
by Cdr N. R. M. Whinncy. 
Senior Naval Officer, Northern 
Ireland, and Shipmate H 


Barlow, the vice-president. 

Thirty-four shipmates at¬ 
tended the ceremony after 
which the following shipmates 
were elected officers: W. Ellis 
(chairman), C. Todd (vice- 
chairman). M Bankhead 
(secretary). Mrs. K. V'. Barlow 
(treasurer, ceremonial adviser 
and PRO), and L. Hunter 
(welfare) 


RNA Embroidered Sweaters 

No set-up costs No nxnimum 
order No waiting Six-cotour badge 
DattHs and sample from 

ENSIGN MOTIFS 

Kilcrsggan. Scotland Also SOCA. 
Dolphins, R N. Flat. R. Marines 


Nelson 

debate 


WITH 21 motions on the 
agenda for the 1984 conference 
to be held in HMS Nelson at 
Portsmouth on June 16, the day 
promises some lively debates. 

The National Council's 
motion that the rate of annual 
subscription be increased to 
£2.50 from January 1. 1985, is 
challenged by Ley land branch, 
who propose that due to the 
recession subscriptions be un¬ 
changed — or better still 

CONFLICT 

This conflict of views will 
undoubtedly be resolved, as will 
motions relating to rules and 
administration which occupy the 
attention of many branches. 


After the championship and 
before the traditional sippers 
was passed around by the 
winners, the Gosport Charity 
Girls gave a display of lively 
dancing which was followed by 
some impromptu sketches and 
songs. 


which won the day. The 
winners were LS A Matthew 
Mackic and STD Paul Allen 
of HMS Birmingham, with 
I.MF.M(L) Kevin Ladbrook 
and POMEM(M) Alan Den¬ 
ham of HMS Russell (harbour 
training ship, HMS Sultan) the 
runners up. 

Front Friday, when the 
championship was officially 
opened by Capt. Don Beadle. 
General Secretary of the 
RNA. to Sunday, when the 
Commodore of HMS Nelson. 
Commodore David Watts, 
presented the prizes, excite¬ 
ment ran high in the Royal 
Naval Home Club. 


Fun. colour and carnival 
mood prevailed on the final 
day when the team from the 
Birmingham and the Russell 
battled for the title with dice 
and counters on a 24ft. square 
hoard, using buckets as dice 

With much heckling from 
referees and supporters, many 
in fancy drew, the Birming¬ 
ham’s luck was in. The title 


See you again at 
the Sunshine reunion 


IF THE Double Seven committee 
scored a big success with the 
national Uckers championship, they 
scored another by organising a very 
enjoyable families reunion at the 
Sunshine Holiday Village, Hayling 
Island, over the" week-end March 
30-April I. 

Almost 500 shipmates, wives and 
families enjoyed a full social pro¬ 
gramme. the guests of honour being 
Shipmates Tom Davies (National vice- 


chairman). Jim Wilcock (National coun¬ 
cil member) and the Rev. Michael Smith 
(chaplain of the 7lh Frigate Squadron). 

Plans arc afoot to hold two similar 
reunions next year at Hayling Island, the 
first over the week-end April 19 to 21 to 
coincide with the third anniversary of the 
Falk lands war; and the second from 
October 18 to 20 to celebrate the 180th 
anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar. 
More details nearer the dates. 

Parley branch, established in 1933, 
takes some beating, according to the 
"Purley scribe". Members have estab¬ 
lished a very strong tic with the Royal 
Alfred Seafarers’ Society and over the 
years have given stalwart support to the 
residents of Belvedere House, many of 
whom are associate members of the 

Something to boast about, too. is the 
fact that the branch has dedicated its 


third standard and includes among its 
life members husband and wife Ship¬ 
mates Harry and Doth Hannabuss. Lon¬ 
gest serving member is Shipmate Ron 
Cook, who joined the branch in 1941. 

At Stockton's annual meeting the 
following were elected officers: Ship¬ 
mate Parkinson (president). Shipmate 
McGillicuddy (chairman). Shipmate 
Smurthwaitc (secretary) and Shipmate 


An outing to London as guests of 
Shipmate Colin Shepherd MP. a mem¬ 
ber of Hereford branch, was enjoyed by 
35 shipmates and theif wives who. after 
a tour of the House of Lords and the 
House of Commons, adjourned to a 
local inn for suitable refreshments The 
President of the Association. Vice- 
Admiral Sir Ernie Pope, attended the 
spring church service and parade held by 
the branch at Much Mardc on May 6. 

More than 360 shipmates and wives 
from Norfolk. Suffolk and Essex joined 
No. 5 Area dinner dance held for the 
first time in Norwich and organised by 
the local branch. The guest of honour 
was Rear-Admiral Kenneth Wilcockson. 
former Director General Naval Personal 
Services. 

In keeping with tradition the loyal 
toast was made before dinner and Grace 
was said by the Rev. Basil O'Fcrrnll. 
former Chaplain of the Fleet. 

To honour the 80th birthday of Ship¬ 
mate Stripcy Burrcls, one of the most 
respected members of WUksdcn branch, 
his fellow shipmates held a social at 
which he was awarded No. 1 Area 


Shipmate of the Year award, the second 
time he has received this honour. 

Stripcy. a regular visitor to the Star 
and Garter Home, is renowned for his 
concern for the less fortunate, particu¬ 
larly the old sailors resident in the 
Home. His praises were sung at the 
birthday party in a poem written in his 
honour by Shipmate Dave Games oj 
Aldcnham branch. Shipmate Nobby 
Clarke, national council member No. 6 


Area, also paid tribute to Stripcy. The 
evening ended with ’’Splice the 
Mainbracc." 

The first dispatch from Capcnhurst, 
near Chester, says members followed the 
"Shipmate” saga with interest and found 
Mrs. Blight's final letter (April. Navy 
News) rather touching. They hope she 
and her husband rejoin their branch. 

News too, of a life membership 
conferred on ex-chairman of ten years. 
Shipmate Bill Black. 

Shipmate Harry Williams and his wife 
and daughter attended the unveiling of 
the Falklands Memorial at Sally Port. 
Portsmouth. Their 21-year-old son died 
in HMS Coventry in the Falklands war. 


The branch entertained members of 
the ship's company of HMS Broadsword 
during her visit to Liverpool and in turn 
members were entertained aboard HMS 
Danac when the ship visited the port. 

The commissioning of Royston, Herts, 
branch, performed by Shipmate W. E. 
Clark, was attended by Rear-Admiral 
Kyric-Popc, the Mayor, and other digni¬ 
taries. Nine standards were paraded and 
the guard ol honour was provided by the 
Hitchin Sea Cadets. At a reception 
which followed, attended by 180 ship¬ 
mates and guests, an excellent buffet was 
provided by the ladies committee. 

The following shipmates were elected 
officers of the branch: Bill Jacklin 
(chairman), Jim Anderson (vice- 
chairman), George Fleming (treasurer), 
and Derek Hawkins (secretary). 

































HOLIDAY FLATS 

Self-contained flatlets, fully 
equipped. TV. own kitchon 
and bathroom. Ideal holidays 


Mr. and Mrs. Hendy 
62 Exmouth Road 
Stoke. Plymouth 
Telephone Plymouth 
54305 or 25074 


LONDON 


PROPERTY, REMOVALS AND MISCELLANEOUS 


GARIAN HOUSE 

HOLIDAY FLATLETS 

Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour 
TV. fridge, cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend 

SATURDAY — SATURDAY ONLY 

CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA 

Telephone Portsmouth 733581 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

30 Hampshire Terraco 
Portsmouth POI 2PF 

Close to H.M. Dockyard and Barracks. Portsmouth railway and bus 
stations. Well appointed moms with doublo glazing, full central 
heating. H & C hand basins, elect nc fires, fitted carpets, modem 
divan beds. Colour television lounge, own keys, car park. No 
restrictions. Full English breakfast 

Single rooms with breakfast-from C7.50 

Double rooms with breakfast-from £14.00 

Double with private shower___from £14.50 

Telephone Portsmouth 823522 


Cleveland Court Tjote 


16 Clarence Parade, Southsea 
Telephone Portsmouth 826708 

OLDE WORLDE BAR 

All rooms have colour TV 
Majority with bathroom cn suite 




BEAUFORT HOTEL 


71 Fasting Road. Southsea. Hants. P04 ONQ 

Wiws you art auurad o< wsim. cenVonatHa loomt w«< rase and ntarconi 

Bed and Breakfast from.E7 nightly plus VAT 

Double, twin and family rooms available with own shower or bath Children halt 
price sharing parents' room Weakly terms available 
Family Rooms and Weekly Terms available Centrally healed rooms 

SUtat nopoutsdaHMarlDr MU Obekyard MUS kwnon. manraxand coach taiaont 
Onmmnjf MlHyVandrvp/xMborSoumaaa CWpart Ownkay i rntnetcra 

Reservations: Portsmouth 823707 
Residents: Portsmouth 814798 


4 jJ'ia Owned and managed by men 

of the Royal Navy 


ir // ‘^. Calling all RN/RM.WRNS QARNNS ratings and 
A*/Q ; ex- RN -RM/WRNS QARNNS ratings Why not 
jff ° * « consider spending your holidays in Hong Kong’ 

<8 With competitive airfares it could be the chance of 
iLv » A a lifetime to visit or re-visil the Pearl ol the Orient 

While the China Fleet Club is being redeveloped 
into a first-class Royal Navy Club and family hotel 
and is relocated in temporary premises, accommodation arrange¬ 
ments have been made lor 20 family rooms to be booked at the 
nearby Harbour Hotel at the very attractive nightly charge ol 75 
dollars (£7 50 approximately) per room, plus 20 dollars (£220 
approximately) for extra bed for child (cols provided tree) 

contact Phil Baldwin, Manager, 
China Fleat dub. Royal Navy, co HUS Tamar. BFPO f 


i\opal Jf Irct Club 

Morice Square 
Devonport 
Plymouth PL1 4PG 

Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 0752 52723 

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit on 
each Family Room enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependants plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at vory 
competitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties. Wedding 
Receptions. Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 

Ask for quotation, contact the Manager without delay to avoid 
disappointment. 

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


HOTUtL 

24 MERTON ROAD - SOUTHSEA 

Hole! central Southsea near Naval Base, shops, theatre, and seafront Bed 
and English tsreakfavi from ii> nightly. Doubles, wins and family rooms 
available, radio and intercom in every room 
LICENSED BAR WITH FULL-SIZE POOL TABLE 
Telephone Portsmouth (0705) 825391 
Visiting Portsmouth and Southsea ? Then why not slay at 
THE REMBRANDT? 


Yorkdale Guest House 

* Run by Naval family * 

Close see from and all amenities Excellent facilities -Reasonable 

Full English Breakfast prices 

S. A E for brochure Car parking 

23 Salisbury Road. Southsea P04 9QY 
Telephone 0705 814744 


WEYMOUTH 

Maureen and Dave Perrin extend a warm welcome at 

MESSILAH GUEST HOUSE 

54 ABBOTSBURY ROAD 

Minutes from sea front and all amenities. Full central heating. B & B 
and E. meal. Own keys. TV Lounge. Car parking 
For rates write or telephone 03057 71990 


ALOUETTE holiday accommodation 

Soil catering, wook-ond or short stay holidays available In 
tully equipped apartmont3 

Own colour TV. cookor. fridge, etc., all bedding provided 
3 minutes sea and shops 

Friday to Monday Cl 2.50 per person 
Monday to Friday £12.50 per person 

Woekiy terms on application Minimum charge 2 persons 

S-AILpto.. . yvtofl JOHN RALFE 

dam and numbara so, Undley Avenue, Southsea P04 9NU 

Telephone Portsmouth (0705) 832132 


AUSTIN HOTEL 

3 Clarence Parade, Southsea 

Licensed 

Welcomes all Naval personnel and their families 
All rooms bright and modem No restrictions, own key 
Colour TV in all rooms. Central heating 
Seafront position, near all main shops 
Discount allowed lor all Service personnel and Iheir families 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


THE 

I? & a ® 12® 2a <s 

LICENSED 

25 WHITWELL ROAD, SOUTHSEA 
HAMPSHIRE P04 OQP 

A warm welcome awaits you from Pat and Darrell Haw (ex-RN) 
at the Fairholme 

Telephone Portsmouth 825306 or 737129 


NORTH CORNISH COAST HOLI¬ 
DAY? Si Mcrryn, Padvtow Modern 
detached 2-hedroom bungalow in quici 
village pmition dmc lo good vandy 
bcacncv Own garden and off-road 
parking. Tel: 07j>24M91. 


BEAC0NSFIELD HOTEL 


_^cklaRds [aa 

17 Auckland Road Eaal. Southssa. Hampshire Telephone - 

Portsmouth (0706) 756554 


SOUTHSEA 

LANGDALE 
GUEST HOUSE 

13 St Edwards Road 
Telephone (0705) 872146 
B B or B/B/Evening Meal 
(Contnemai breakfast aerved n room) 
Own key - Lounge - TV 

Penny and Bill Ruck 


.enlral Soulhvea. near Nav: 
Bate, Shopi and vcafronl 

Portsmouth (0705) 820174 


KELLY’S n HOTEL 

RESTAURANT BARS 

46-48 Bury Road - Gosport POI2 3UB 

Wedding Receptions - Business Lunches - Private Parties 
Traditional Sunday Lunches 

DRINKS FOR SENIOR RATES OF THE ROYAL NAVY ARE AT 
HALF PRICE IF IN No. 1 DRESS 

Telephone Gosport 86309 


yet and seen for yourself the many improvements made throughout 
the building? 

We can offer excellent accommodation on suite, completely moder¬ 
nised bars plus excellent function facilities lor parties ol 20 to 300. 
All serving RN personnel are automatically members and ox-service 
can join as members. 

Coach parties vory welcome to use the public rooms at all times. 

ROYAL SAILORS’ HOME CLUB, 

QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH, HAMPSHIRE 
PORTSMOUTH (0705) 824231 


THE ELMS 


16 St James Road Torpoint, Cornwall 
Telephone Plymouth 812612 

AA listed 


PARKSIDE 

SELF-CATERING 


HAVE YOU VISITED THE 

HOME CLUB 
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management 
and letting 
furnished houses 
' undertaken 


SALE OF HOUSES 

SOITH AM) CENTRAL HAMPSHIRE 


13 High Street, Royal Mile, Edinburgh EH1 1 SR 
Telephone 031-556 6012 (4 lines) Established 1949 


HAMPSHIRE 

PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 


J. FENECK 

140 Union Street. Plymouth 
Telephone Plymouth 665763 

Merchant and Naval Outfitters 


CONTACT 

1. Briar Grove 

Sandereteed. Surrey CR2 HR 


SURVIVAL TRAINING 

Courses designed to suit 
Also new kits and equipment 
Weekend from £25 Inclusive 

SURMITS-SURKAMPS 

PO BOX 2 


SHEFFIELD MADE 

PEWTER 

TANKARDS 

Pint-sized engraved with your ihi 
or vquadron crest. 

Minimum order 4 Tankard. 


9ct GOLD 

Size Va" 

TIE PIN OR BROOCH 
Engraved with ship's 
number or name 

HALF NORMAL PRICE 

« £ 36.25 

T. S. QUAIL 

Rear of 

6-10 Canonbury Road 
London N1- 01-359 8555 


CORNWALL 


A chance to help design 
your own style home on a 
choice of attractive rural 
settings within easy reach 
of Plymouth 

Further details telephone 
or write to: 


WELFARE GARAGE 


BODY SHOP 

Crash repairs and spraying to al 
types of cars Insurance work 


AVONWICK 


PROPERTIES LTD. 


Dept. NN 

Vallards Lane Hatt, 
Saltash 

Telephone (07555) 4608 or 
2187 




PROPERTY. REMOVALS AND MISCELLANEOUS 


Whiteheads 


S1]NPA YS . 


.. . also Saturdays until 4 p.m. 

at: Bittcrnc. Furchum. Park Gate. Gosport. Havan 
(covering llayling Island). Lcc-on-Solent. Lyndhurs 
ortstnoulh. Southampton. Southsca, Totton. Watcrlot 


40 Offices in the South 


(vXlffi SELL AND 
LET PROPERTIES IN 
] THIS AREA 


WALL PLAQUES 

PRICES FROM £8.50. Discount on 6 and over 
PACKING AND POSTAGE TO UK 50p EXTRA 
MINIATURE MEDALS 
SEND FOR QUOTE 
CAP TALLIES 
SENOSAE FOniUUSTRATEOBnoCMUPE 

GREENBURGH GOSPORT LTD. 

47 HIGH STREET. GOSPORT. HANTS. Telephone 81804 


SELF-DRIVE LIMITED 


NOVAS - FIESTAS - ESCORTS - SIERRAS 
CAVALIERS - MAESTROS - SIERRA ESTATES 

SPRING RATES FROM 


PORTSMOUTH: 170 London Road. Telephone 696215 and 663547 
PORTSMOUTH: Burrfietds Road. Telephone 662103 and 660883 
GOSPORT: 100 yards from Ferry. Telephone 586364 and 525325 
Radios in all cars. AA cover included 
Insurance and VAT extra 


ESTATE AGENTS 
So you think you can’t afford 
your own house? 

Why pay for rented accommodation when 
you can afford your own home. It costs 
nothing to come in and talk. First time 
buyers welcome. Mortgages can be 
arranged for suitable applicants. 
You’re under no obligation. 

42/44 Union Street, Plymouth 23631 

(24-hour Ansaphone) 

39a Morshead Road, Crownhill, 
Plymouth 703847 
49 Fore Street, Saltash 7151 


URTISS 


A HOUSEHOLD WORD 
FOR REMOVALS 

We've been moving the Navy for years - 
around the U K and across the World 
And apart from the regular European road 
removals. Curtiss also offer packing, 
shipping and palletised container storage 
So for a complete service, contact the 
household word for removals - Curtiss. 
Curtiss & Sons Ltd., 63 Marmion Road 
Portsmouth (0705) 821515 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 

| Hand painted on wood base 6" x T 
I £11.20 + 40p UK postage 
f/jKnS. I Crested Ties to your special design 

I imrumum 75) 

■£, / SPECIALIST EXPERIENCE OVER 85 

M YEARS 

•" C. H. MUNDAY LTD. OXFORD HOUSE 
8 ST JOHN S ROAD, ST JOHN S. 
WOKING. SURREY. Telephone 04862-71588 


MADDOCKS & DICK LTD. 

EUROPE’S LEADING SPECIALISTS OF 
^^^Company, Sport. Social Club*, School and Old Boys 
W HAVE YOU GOT A CLUB TIE? 

Jacquard woven tla In flnaat tarytana 
Wovan atripad ties. regimental or dub colour*. any colour combination 
Sllkscroen printed tlaa ot a superb quality and definition with or < — - - 


Sandeman House 


ENGLISH PEWTER GOBLETS 
AND ONE-PINT TANKARDS 

Engraved Badge Crest Mirvmum ordar 6 
„ Discount on to or over 

Y| Gobiats from £4.95 Tankards from £6.25 plus VAf 

I I All prices post paid Please sand badge with order 

: ! U R & B INCON LTD. 

I 1 — SOUTHBOURNE ROAD 

LA SHEFFIELD SI0 2QN 

Telephone 0742 685911 
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BOYS ARE ACCEPTED FROM THE AGE OF NINE 

(Usually on interview and reports) 

WHAT HAS MADE OUR PARENTS INVARIABLY DELIGHTED WITH 
THEIR CHOICE OF SCHOOL T 


• MODERATE, INCXUSm: I 


DO WRITE OR TELEPHONE FOR A COPY OF THE 
UNUSUALLY INFORMATIVE PROSPECTUS 


THE COLLEGIATE SCHOOL 
WINTERBOURNE, BRISTOL 


A small (180) friendly school where the individual matters. 
High standards in an informal, yet disciplined atmosphere. 
Small classes. Preparation of CSE, GCE 'O' and A', 
university entrance. Prevocational courses in Vlth: 
Business / Computer Studies. Child Care, Pre-Nursing, Art & 
Design. Theatre Studies. 

Clubs for all interests, plus weekend activities. 
Travel arrangements made if parents are overseas. School 
taxi service to airports. 

Fees allied to Services' Education Allowances 

For prospectus, write to Headmistress or 
telephone 0454 772156 


WEST BUCKLAND SCHOOL 

NORTH DEVON 

(Co-educational boarding and day places) 

★ A quiet location in unspoilt countryside 

★ Small set sizes and sound academic standards 

★ A disciplined caring community 

★ Many sporting and recreational activities 

★ Continuity of preparatory and senior schooling 

Please write or telephone (STD: 059-36) 281 fora prospectus and 
details of special terms for children of members of HM Forces. 


★ Boarding school for 150 boys aged 11-18. 

★ Teaching in small groups to C.S.E., O and A level G.C.E. 
University entrance. Remedial help available. 

★ Wide range of sport and out-of-school activities including 
keeping of pets and animals, observatory, canoeing, 
computer studies, swimming pool, squash courts and 
floodlit hard court. The school runs its own National Hunt 
racing stables. 

★ For service families a reduction in fees, special travel 
arrangements etc. 

★ Accredited by Independent Schools Joint Council. 
Member of I.S.A.I.. I.S.I.S. and F.I.S. 

Enquiries to the Headmaster Telephone (024 365) 320 


In the heart of the Cotswolds 

OAKLEY HALL 

offers independent preparatory school education 
for 7 to 13-year-olds with 

• Highest academic standards 

• Long record of Common Entrance and 
Scholarship passes to public schools 

• Small classes 

• Individual attention to pupils 

• Wide facilities for sport and cultural activities 

• Bursaries for children of Service Families 
available up to 209f> fees 

For further details and prospectus (printed or video*) 
contact: 

The Headmaster, Oakley Hall, Cirencester 

Telephone Cirencester (0285) 3891 


EMBLEY PARK SCHOOL 

ROMSEY. HAMPSHIRE SOS 0ZE 
Telephone: Romsey (0794) 512206 

Independent Boys' School lor Boarders and Day Pupils aged 11-18. 
Boys propared for G.C.E. at all levels. Good facilities for Sport and 
Duke of Edinburgh's Award Scheme. 

For prospectus apply to the Headmaster 


- v HAVE YOUR CHILDREN 
HAD TOO MANY CHANGES 
mi-; OF SCHOOL? 

DO THEY NEED 
INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION? 

If this a your problem the Royal Caledonian Schools can help. 

For well over 160 years the Schools have been looking alter the children of Servicemen w*> 
Scottish connections We can cere tor end supervae the education end upbringing of your boys 
and gets between the ages of 5 and 18 

I" «paoous and happy surroundings they can enpy a life of stability tn term-time, returning home 
lor the holidays 

FeesaKodto MOD Education Allowance 

Prospectus from The Master, 

Captain R. E. Wilson. CBE, DFC, RN 

The Royal Caledonian Schools, Buehey, Harts. WD2 3TS. Telephone Watford 


CAWSTON 

COLLEGE 


ST ELPHIN’S SCHOOL 


DARLEY DALE 


LAVANT HOUSE 

Independent Boarding and Day School for Girts 


QUANTOCK SCHOOL 

SOMERSET 

Equidistant Bridgwatrr-Tuunton: Nine miles 


ENGtNiiERING 

WORKSHOPS, tufty equipped. COMPUTER ROOM, tughly ucrcrful iheun 
(drum* n important), (and ipoR, field, and aft-wcatllef pitch, (arm with animal 

O ACADEMIC AND NON-ACADEMIC COURSES AND THE OPPORTUNITY 
FOR DEVELOPMENT AND TRANSFER; an a«ra*c o< uxtten puprh pc. daw. 
full tcnaly report,; Mnmul tutor syuau; pnl (cachc-puau contact Quantuckl, 
a keen and wocmful spotting school but unbout any Utgma on nooapottunrn Aft 


Telephone Nether Stowey (0278) 732252 or 732423 
Address: Over Stowey, Somerset TA5 1HD 


FRIARS 

SCHOOL 


Independent day and hoarding 
school for boys from age 11 up 
to GCF.O level and CSF. 
situated in ground", of t2(l 
acres, of which 22 acrca arc 
playing fields. 

Further information and ftrmpfftut 


Mr. J. P. K. Asquith, 
The Headmaster 


Telephone Norwich 871204 


First-class independent education for girts from 7-18 

• Day and hoarding 

• Small class numbers 

• Excellent academic record 

• Expert career guidance 

• Delightful Dale location 

• Long history of Service children at the School 
10* REDUCTION IN FEES FOR SERVICE FAMILIES 

For a prmpcctus — cither printed or video — please complete and return 
the coupon below to; 

Mr. Peter Pollard, BA, Headmaster 
St Elphin's School 

Dartey Dale. Matlock DE4 2HA. Telephone Matlock (0629) 7326S7 


Cawston College 
Cawston, Norfolk NRI04JD 


EDUCATION 
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Brabant team 
in fall drama 

MEMBERS of the winter party to Brabant Island. Antarctica, were involved in a rescue 
mission when one of the Joint Services expedition fell 40ft. with a sledge into a hidden crevasse. 


International 
Rock Race 

THE commanding officer of 
HMS Rookc (Cdr. T. Goetz) 
started an international Top of 
the Rock Race on May 5 when 
a field of 150 runners included 
teams from most ships which 
had taken part in Exercise Open 
Gate. 

Among them were personnel 
from HM ships Danae. Achilles 
and Sirius and RFA Plumlcaf, 
and they were led from the start 
by LPT Jock Stewart, from the 
Achilles, who won in a very 
respectable 19 min. 45 sec. 

Second was Sgt. Dorcnbos. 
from HMNIS Tromp, closely 
followed by AB Street, from the 
Danae, and the Achilles won 
the team event. 

Six of best 
in Antrim 

ONE of the c 


Capt. Nick Evans. Yorkshire Regiment, disappeared into the 
crevasse, but was held by Cpl. John Beattie, of the Royal Air Force. 

ed. IVCpI J L - ”— - — * ■ 


to whom he was roped. L/Cpl John Spottiswood. RE. Ic 


with HMS Antrim's final entry 
into Portsmouth was a dinner at 
which the commanding officer 
(Cant. Jake Backus) entertained 
six former commanding officers. 

There was also a last families 
day held on board. 

During her Royal Navy 
career the Antrim steamed 
442.000 miles. 


Spottiswood. Evans and M. 
Francoisc dc Gcrlachc remained 
in the snow hole for three days 
with little food while three other 
members of the party went for 
help. Evans made a complete 
recovery from shock and 
exposure. 

Blisters 

In another incident, geology 
student Mike Ringc was 
returned safely to base by 
skidoo after suffering from 
severe ankle blisters while with 
a team at Gape Roux. Ringc 
was looked after by expedition 
leader Cdr. Chris Fursc while 
others returned for help. 

The expedition reports that in 
mid-May the temperature had 
dropped to minus five degrees, 
with snow and gales heralding 
the arrival of winter. 

Award 

There was warming news 
from home for the winter party 
in the form of the Rolcx Award 
for Enterprise, the top inter¬ 
national accolade for the 
world’s adventurers. 

Flight-Licut. Bill Hankinson, 


expedition i 

• Brabant Island first day 
covers arc on sale to raise 
money towards the cost of the 
Joint Services expedition. De¬ 
tails arc available from the 
Bradford Stamp Centre. 389 
Thornton Road, Girlington, 
Bradford. West Yorkshire BD8 
9BJ (tel. 0274 487352). 



Bedstead grounded 


A WELL-KNOWN Yeovilton landmark, the 
Radar Type 965 (P) "Fly Navy" aerial next to the 
Air Traffic Control Tower, has been formally 


A feature of the Yeovilton skyline for quarter 
of a century, the aerial had its “Fly Navy" 
added in 1971 by staff of the Air Direction 
School. 

To mark the occasion of the 
decommissioning a small celebration was held 
and several aircraft which have used the radar 
during its service were present. Attending too 


were (from left In picture) Mr. Brian Grant chief 
pilot flight refuelling/ RCA; Capt. R. J. 
Northard, commanding officer, HMS Heron; 
Lleut-Cdr. Michael Moore, senior Direction 
officer; Cdr. J. C. W. Lock, executive officer, 
HMS Heron; Cdr. A. F. Hutchison, commander 
(Air); and CAEA(R) Alan Taylor, from Ground 
Radio Yeovilton. who has maintained the radar 
for much of its life. 

The 965 “bedstead" will be removed in due 
course but the tower may well stay if the Royal 
Marines have their way — it's ideal for 
abseiling. 


Orkney 

gives 

aid 


AFTER a short period in 
her base port ■>( Rosyth for 
maintenance and leave, 
HMS Orkney sailed to 
resume offshore patrol duties 
with a new commanding 
officer, Licut.-Cdr. J. R. M. 
Prime. 

With little fishing activity in 
the North Sea over Easter, the 
priority became to keep in 
touch with the oil rigs. On 
Easter Sunday the rig support 
vessel Grampian Pctcrcl asked 
for assistance with a cylinder 
she had found floating near the 
SEDCO 714 rig. 

AMMONIA 

Lieut. A. Wilkinson, the first 
lieutenant, and CPOMEA(M) 
Cane examined the cylinder and 
found it to be leaking ammonia 
gas. It was transfered to the 
Orkney, vented, and landed in 
Newcastle during a stand-off in 
the Tyne. 

With Mr. Martin Haddon 
(Assistant Secretary at the 
Ministry of Agriculture. 
Fisheries and Food) embarked, 
the Orkney sailed from New¬ 
castle and was soon involved in 
the rescue of a motor launch 
drifting north of Sunderland. 

POMEM(M) Thompson got 
its engines restarted, and the 
vessel was escorted to Sunder¬ 
land before the Orkney 
returned to patrol duties in the 
North Sea. 


EDUCATION 


0AKW00D SCHOOL, CHICHESTER, SUSSEX 


pds prepared lor Common Entrance to Public Schools 

and others. Also Pre-Prep. Dept. 3-7 for Boys and Girls 

For further details and a prospectus, write to the Secretary 

Oakwood School, Chichester, Sussex 

or Telephone West Ashling 209 


AN ADVENTUROUS 
BALANCED EDUCATION! 

Fur boys and girls. 13-18. Ikittisbitrough oilers a balanced 
education with very small classes, good (i.C'.l. and t'.S.I. results, 
outdoor activities, climbing, canoeing, expeditions etc., with an 
emphasis on go mg service to others. 

Maximum b5 students, all hoarding, a relaxed but responsible 
atmosphere with every elTort made to develop the 'whole' 
Student. 

For prospectus: 

I 111 ADMISSIONSSKt Kl I xm.UM IISIIOKOI t.HSC IIOOL. 
Hiilhclnn. Nr. I'lyntnuth. I let on 1*1.8 IJV lei: llnlhclon (075-5301 22. r 


DUNCHURCH-WINTON HALL 

a^Leading Preparatory School 



gives you a first class investme nt in the 
future for your children 

• Continuous education horn 7-14 

• Day. Weekly and Full Boarding Education^ 

• First-dass Academic Results Small Classes 

• 25 Acres of Grounds and Playing Fields 

• High Standard of Musical T\iiOon 

• Practical Subjects, such as Carpentry, port of the Curriculum 

• Vast Majority of Pupils go on to Public School 

For a printed or video* prospectus ol the School please fill in the coupon 
below and send it to The Joint Headmasters. Dunchurch-Winton Hall, 
Southam Road, Dunchurch, Nr. Rugby CV22 6NG 



whether you require VltS C 


BOUNDARY OAK 
SCHOOL 

Boys 5 to 13 by Day or Boarding from 7 

Favoured by naval families for many years 
Routinely meet flights of travelling sons 
Small enough for a boy to be himself, big enough to spread himself 
and good enough for him to remember a sound preparatory 
education with pleasure 

Easy to get at: Where the A32 meets the M27 
Come and see for yourself 

Roche Court, Fareham, Hants P017 5BL 
or telephone Fareham 280955 


MOYLES COURT SCHOOL 

Ringwood, Hampshire 

An Independent Boarding and Day Preparatory 
School for Boys and Girls aged 3-12 years 

Traditional academic education in small classes with Individual turnon. Homely 
atmosphere In beautiful 17th Century house set In 14 acres ol grounds on the 
edgeot the New Forest 
Turnon bursaries available 
Applications to the Headmistress 

Telephone Ringwood 2856 or 3197 


THE RED MAIDS’ 
SCHOOL 

Westbury-on-Trym - Bristol 

FOUNDED 1634 

The Red Maids' School is a day and boarding vthool for 060 girls unrated 
^ieavant ground, on the north vide at Brrilol, offenng a wide range of O 
.•>d A level subjects. There arc good facilities for rocncc, an. muse, and 
vportv. and the vcliool organnev a large number at cxtra-cumcular activities 
—king me of the city's cultural facilities 

The school offers a large number of assisted places based on parental 

-me. and a Musk Scholarship to girts entenng the First Year In 1084. ihc 

schools 350th anniversary year, Ihc Governors are offering an Open 

Scholarship of £1,000 in addition to five Government assisted places to girls 

entering the Sixth Form. 

Entry is normally at 11 through examinations held in February each year 

hut pupils of other ages can he admitted by individual arrangement with the 

Headmistress 

Prospectus and application form from the Head mist revs. Box N, 

The Red Maids’ School. West bury - on-Trym. Bristol BS9 JAW. 
Telephone Bristol 622641. 



Duncan Hall School 

Scratby - Great Yarmouth 
Norfolk NR29 3PH 

isrs/isAi 

Sthmi! lor B«*yv 4.IK yrarv Da> g»fK acvcpietl 4- 
Grcjl Yarmouth Norfolk B4 »\n prepared 
t A Level Euminatinm according to their 

r learning or *hov c-duv.itton ha« hern 

25 hi REDUCTION IN FEES FOR SERVICE PERSONNEL 
AND I2V5T FOR BROTHERS 

Please apply to Secretary for prospectus or telephone 
Grcttl Yarmouth 730366 (STD 0493) 



NEWLANDS SCHOOL 

SEAFORD - EAST SUSSEX 
Telephone (0323) 892334 

CO-EDUCATION 

Newlands was opened in 1814, and. since its foundation, the Headmasters 
have ad been mombers of one family. There are 200 boarders and day 
children aged 7-13VV. The boarders sleep in the main budding and are 
supervised by tho Hoadmastor. his wife, and lour Matrons, one ol whom is 
a trained nurse. The school is surrounded by 15 acres of land, of which 12 
acres is set aside as playing fields. The grounds indudo an al-woathor 
footbad pitch Incorporating 3 hard tennis courts and basketball court There 
is a large indoor nfle shooting range, carpentry workshop. Homo 
Economics room, and tho Music Contre covers the tuition of a wide rango 

of instruments. Association football, rugby, hockey, cricket, athletics. 

netbad and terns are tho principal organised sports. Boys and girts ore 

prepared lor the Common Entrance and Scholarship Examinations to ad 

Pubhc Schools and to Newtands Manor, our own Senior School Newtands 

undertakes tho responsrbdity lor ad travel to and Irom the School, visa 
appfecations and transport to Heathrow and Gatwk* (only one hour from 
the School). Wo also arrange for families known lo us to welcome chddren 
for half terms In cases where relatives or guardians are not avadabio. 

Service Grants, a further generous 


Prospectus and furthor Information from the Headmaster. 
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ROYAL NAVAL BKNEVOLKNT TRUST 


Trust still 
cares , 40 


years on 


WITH THE D-Day 40th annivcrary celebrations very much in the news at the 
moment, it is interesting to learn that the Royal Naval Benevolent Trust is still 
helping men who took part in Operation Overlord. 


Mr. Albert McOorie of 
Newcastle served with the 
Royal Navy Commando H3 
and landed on Juno Beach 
with a French Canadian unit 
at 0530 on June 6, He 
remembers that it wasn’t as 
much fun as the 
"rehearsals" carried out at 
Ayr and Troon! 

He recalls that ihc Compu 
talums were marvellous and 


without first piercing the tins. 
Everyone dived tor cover as the 
tins exploded, and the cook 
emerged from behind his canvas 
screen covered in pudding He 
was promptly nicknamed 
"Flying Duff." 

Albert, now nearly 70. suffers 
front emphysema and chronic 
bronchitis, and although he is 
still mentally very agile, is 
unuble to walk more lhan a lew 
yards. In conjunction with the 
Royal British Legion, the 
RNBT has raised £750 towards 


the cost of a small car for Albert 
and hts wife Ethel 

Another D-Day veteran to 
receive help from (he Trust this 
year is Mr Richard Robins of 
Hartlepool 

He was involved in opcrauorts 
from Dcvonporl in HMS 
Bnssenden and aho on E-boats 
patrolling the Channel out of 
Sheerness At midnight on June 
5 his boal left Portsmouth lo 
join convoys and tank landing 
craft just outside the hathoui 
They escorted the big ships 
across to Normandy, and later 
used Cherbourg as a patrol base 
after it had fallen on June 26. 

Richard now suffers from 
scscre angina and arthritis Hts 
wife. May. aho suffers from 
arthritis Consequently they 
need to keep their house warm, 
which is an eapcnsisx business 
In 1982 the RNBT helped 
with a grant of £109 to clear a 
gas account, and thrwyxai gave 
ihc couple £60 lo buy a calor 
gas beater, bonk and regulator. 


iclh a tuny about a duty cook 
heating tins of date pudding 

Record benefits 

DURING fhe 12 months ended March 31, the Grants 
Commission of the RNBT helped the navel community to the 
extent of £396,110. This figure Included £42,326 to serving men 
and their temllies. 

More than 4.300 applications for help were received during 
this time. 

Another £164,141 was distributed in regular payments and 
annuities, bringing the RNBTs total outlay to C560.2S7 — a 
new record 


When they’re stacked 
against you ... 



Oldest annuitant 
is 100 years old 



... it’s on the cards 
that RNBT can help 


Applications lor assistance to the Grants Committee. 
2A Tlpner Road, Portsmouth. Hants P02 8QR 


MRS FLORENCE AHERN, the Royal 
Naval Benevolent Trust’s oldest Jcllicoc 
Annuitant, celebrated her 100th birthday on 
April 19. 

Site received a telegram (rum the Queen and the 
Minister of Health and Social Security, and was 
ixrrvinalty congratulated by FCMEA Bill GartclI. 
chairman ot the RNBT's Dcvonporl Local 
Committee 

Mrs Ahern's late husband John served In the 
Royal Navy from 1894 to |9|v Her eldest son. 
James, now ?|, also versed in the Navy He joined 


up in 1942 and was invalided out in 1946. 

James was m the Supply Branch, and during 
Operation Overlord was in HMS Drake catering 
for up to 17.000 men Involved in the invasion 
Younger brother Frank, now 69. joined ihc Army 
in 1940 and was discharged as a WOl in 1946 aflci 
serving with the ttlh Army in Egypt. Libya and 
Italy 

Mrs Ahem was first helped by the RNBT with a 
doctor’s account in 1934 She was awarded a 
Jcllicoc Annuity ten dullings a week in 1954. 
Her annuity now stands at £4 a week 


George 
(101) is 
latest 
recruit 


NEWEST inhabitant ol Pern 
broke House is 101-year-oid 
Mr George Bums, who served 
in ihc Royal Marines Light 
InJantry from I9a» to 1925 
George was admitted lo the 
RNBTs home lor ihe aged ex- 
naval men al Gillingham on 
April 29. A Glaswegian, he had 
lived alone in the city after his 
wife died in 1974, Tmally accept¬ 
ing at the age of 99 that he 
needed a home help. 


RUN ERRANDS 

Even then. George continued 
to ran errands for his neigh¬ 
bours unit! he broke an ankle al 
the age ol 100 

He was serving m HMS Bul¬ 
wark at the Baltic ol Jutland 
and later was employed as a 
flunkey in the Royal Yacht 
Victoria and Albert He 


soda lo King Edward VII 


Henry's back 
on the move 


FORMER AB Honry Moors 
(toft) will have a Unto mors 
freedom this summer, 
thanks to his new invalid 

Henry (73). of Redeer. 
Cleveland, suffered a stroke 
In 1976 and hae bean 
virtually confined to bar¬ 
racks aver since. The Trust 
and other funds helped him 
to get a wheelchair In 1978, 
but It was due for replace¬ 
ment last year at a coat of 
£1.200. 

RNBT granted him £839. 
Ihe Royal British Legion 
contributed £271. and Ihe 
Royal Naval Association 
club at Redeer raised £3S2. 

Honry. whose memory 
was impaired by the stroke, 
served In the Navy as an 
able seaman during the 
Second World War. Ha 
fought In the North African 
campaign 



General inquiries to Mend Office. High Street. Brompton. 
Gillingham, Kent ME7 5GZ 
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ORDER 

FORM 


To: Newstead Publishing (1983) Ltd., 4 Windmill Road. 
Loughborough. Leicestershire LE11 IRA 
□ Hermes Sunset £14.95 □ Maritime 4 — £17.50 


-* Special otter— 

J Hermes Sunset and set of 4 at reduced price of £29 45 (Saving£3 00) 


NAMEjw.. 

ADDRESS . 

CHEOUE/P O No.. 


HMS BROADSWORD’S 
ship's guard is thinking of 
turning professional after a 
particularly busy programme 
of ceremonial and public 
appearances. On two 
occasions the guard has 
formed in the presence of 
royalty. 

The first «b (or Princess 
Alexandra's visit to the ship at 
Dcvunpurt on April 26 to unveil 
the frigate’s new Falkland 
Islands battle honour, and the 
second was to provide a naval 


presence when the Queen 
opened the International Gar¬ 
den Festival at Liverpool 

And there was more ceremo¬ 
nial when the ship’s company 
look part in the annual Battle of 
the Atlantic celebrations in 
Liverpool, then went on to 
Chester to esc rose their free¬ 
dom of the city by marching 
through the streets. 

The Broadsword arrived in 
I jverpool on May 1 for a busy 
nine-day visit, starting with the 
Rity.il opening of the Garden 
Festival the following day Dur¬ 
ing the Battle ol the Atlantic 


celebrations, the Broadsword 
acted as flagship for Flag Offi¬ 
cer Plymouth. Vice-Admiral Sir 
David Brown 

Activities included hosting a 
cocktail party for 300 guests 
during which the Royal Marines 
Band of Flag Officer Plymouth 
Beat Retreat 

Other main events included 
the Captain Walker’s Old Boys' 
memorial service at Bootle 
Cenotaph, and the Battle of the 
Atlantic commemoration ser¬ 
vice in Liverpool's Anglican 
cathedral The service was 
followed by a flypast of man- 
time patrol aircraft from the 
UK. the Netherlands. Norway. 
Belgium and Australia. 

KNM Tronhom and BNS 
Wcsthindcr berthed astern of 
the Bruadtwotd in Brocklcbank 
Dock, providing an Allied 
presence from Norway and Bel¬ 


gium Me 
Walker's 


> Members of the Captain 
icr’s Old Boys' Association 
and their families toured the 
three ships, and about 2.300 
people visited the Broadsword 
when she opened to the public 
on the Sunday afternoon 

The lavcrpool tnp provided 
the Broadsword with a welcome 
opportunity to make a two-day 
suit to Chester, the ship's affili¬ 
ated city Highlight of the 
occasion was a parade through 
the city by 1(4) officers and men. 
accompanied by the Band of ihc 
Blues and Royals who were led 
by their Director of Music. 
Nlajor Brum Keeling. 

The salute was taken by the 
Mayor of Chester, Councillor 
John Crawford. 


After the parade the 
marchers were given a avic 
lunch in the Town Hall, at 
which Ihc mayor, who holds the 
historic title of Admiral of the 
Dec. presented Capt. Tony 
Norman, commanding officer of 
the Broadsword, with the HMS 
Chester dock, one of three 
which the city gave to the First 
World War cruise! 

Special dispensation had lo he 
sought from Ihc Admiralty 


Board to present the dock 
IIMS Broadsword in rrcogniton 
of the strung links which have 
grown between the dty and ship 
since the freedom was granted 
in 1979. 

In the afternoon members of 
the ship' 

Chester 

tion in the evening for officers 


Chester College 

__ “W. frS: iuSB, 1 DO "- — 


Education. 

Meanwhile, in Liverpool, the 
ship was open to tours from 
affiliated Scout, Guide, Cub 
and Btownie packs from Ches¬ 
ter. and from local school* 
Other visitors included the 


1 ,rw " H »*S BeoodawW 

Abbcyficld Old Folks' Home But the most un 
and the Hill Top School for 
Handicapped Children, both of 
which have been adopted by the 
Broadsword. 


were two chimpanzees from 
Chester Zoo who found them 
selves having lunch in 


PRINCESS ALEXANORA unveiled the Felktend 
Islands battle honour on board MMS Broadsword et 
Devon part on April 26 The Princess launched the 
•hip at Yarrows on the Clyde In 1978 and also 
attended her commissioning at Oevonport In 1979. 

Princes* Alexandre spent about 40 minute* talking 
to member* of the ship's company and their families, 
and met many Falkland* veterans. Among them was 
Capt Bill Canning, who commended the Broadsword 
during the war but who has since Ml the Navy. 

Capt Tony Norman, the present commanding 

officer, accompanied the P- --~ ' 

inspected the ship's guard 


Especially commissioned by the publishers, Newstead 
Publishing (1983) Ltd., this superb fine art print 
captures a different mood to that usually depicted in 
warship prints. The emotions evoked by this sunset 
view of HMS Hermes will act as a constant reminder of 
the major role that she has played in the Royal Navy 
during her 25 years of service. 

Each print, size 25" x 20" has been individually signed 
by the artist, Michael Whitehand, which will add to its 
excellent investment value. 




FOUR MARITIME FINE ART PRINTS 


These exclusive, detailed fine art prints, also I ruin original* l>y .Michael 
Whitehand. Iiavc liern designed to a convenient I9”x 13.5" size. and are 
worthy of pride of place for any collector of marine works or art, or indeed 
in any home. They are available either as a complete *rt. at £\ 7.50, or a* 
individual print* at 2/1.95 caih. inclusive of VAT, postage and |xicluiging. 


HERMES 

SUNSET 


DAWN ANCHORAGE 

Tm daft . ./iif 1m - t tkm dttin aaf (ir«-4krlr« - 
I* turnin'mil*Lit 


BATTLE OF FLAMBOROUGH HEAD 

Hiittik aW .tiwrudv /itfaUt it mint » 0* altLtlri haul, 
./ H tmL. mj l Hmi 


DESPATCHES FOR THE FLEET 

.1 Itftl tthmmt it, Hi, mf ml* A. fatikt, 

fvtkf/UtMf- 
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AT YOUR LEISURE 


'The Longest Day' goes on and on 


TWENTY-TWO years ago, Holly¬ 
wood tycoon Darryl F. Zanuck 
spent all the money he had — plus a 
few more million he managed to 
borrow — on a mammoth recon¬ 
struction of the D-Day landings. 

"The l-ongest Day" was an instant 
success and became a classic celluloid 
drama of the events of June 6, 1944. The 
all-star cast included episodic appear¬ 
ances by such box-office winners as John 
Wayne. Henry Fonda. Robert Mitchum. 
Scan Connery. Kenneth More . . 


FILMS AND VIDEOS FOR THE FLEET 


In this the fortieth anniversary year of 
D-Day, the epic is now available on 
video in the library of the Royal Naval 
Film Corporation. Shot in black and 
white, it has a newsreel quality com¬ 
bined with an awesome display of 
hardware and pyrotechnics. 

Most major engagements of the 
Second World War have had a film 


made about them at some time or 
another, and the RNFCs catalogue also 
includes “Battle of the River Plate” 
about the cornering of the German 
pocket-battleship Graf Spec; “The 
Battle of Midway", a decisive air-sea 
contest in the Pacific War; and "The 
Battle of the Bulge”, a slightly less 
factual account of the Germans’ last 


major offensive through the Ardennes in 
the winter of 1944/45. 

Three new 16mm films have been 
released to the Fleet by the RNFC. They 
arc: 

Slayground (18) — Peter Coyote, Mel 
Smith. A bank robber accidentally kills a 
child while making a getaway. The 
child’s father is a millionaire with noth¬ 


ing on his mind but vengeance. 
Columbia-EMI-Warncr. No. J84. 

Christine (18) — Keith Gordon, John 
Stockwcll. Stephen King story about a 
downtrodden student who acquires 
’’Christine’', a 1958 Plymouth Fury car 
with a life and very evil personality of its 
own. Columbia-EMI-Warncr. No. J85. 

Running Brave (PG) — Robby 
Benson, Pat Hinglc. True, story of a 
modem-day Sioux Indian and his fight 
against the odds to win a place in the 
Olympic Games. ITC. No. J86. 


Royal root of 
naval welfare 


ENGLAND'S "Welfare State” is regarded as having originated in the post-World 
War aim to create “a land fit for heroes to live in.” but it could be claimed that it 


began hundreds of years l 

Appropriately enough, 
the need to care for the 
nation's maritime heroes, as 
long ago as 1696, led to the 
passing of the Register Act. 
“For the Increase and En¬ 
couragement of Seamen." 

By this measure, all seamen, 
Royal Navy and Merchant, had 
to have sixpence a month de¬ 
ducted from their pay. In return 
they would become eligible for 
the benefits of Greenwich Hos¬ 
pital "if by age, wounds, or 
other accidents they were 
disabled." 


that. 


BOOKS 


The story of repaying Eng¬ 
land’s debt to her sailors over 
three centuries is told in 
"Greenwich Hospital: A Royal 
Foundation 1692-1983" by 
Philip Newell. Copies (price 
£6.95, including postage) may 
be obtained by writing to The 
Director of Greenwich Hospi¬ 
tal, 13 Devonshire Square, 
l-ondon EC2M 4TQ. 

In recent years, as the State's 
welfare benefits system devel¬ 


oped. the hospital’s resources 
were progressively diverted to 
the Royal Hospital School at 
Holbrook, Suffolk, which has 
now become the foundation's 
most important beneficiary- 

The school, which is magnifi¬ 
cently situated, is known 
throughout the Service, and is a 
fitting memorial to the Christian 
concept of Queen Mary in the 
late 1600s, whose determina¬ 
tion to build a home for old 
sailors became “the darling 
object of her life.” 

Free to choose 


Fjawed_ barrier_ 
in the Pacific 


\ PROVOCATIVE study of the war In the Far East Is offered 
In “The Barrier and the Javelin ” by H. P. Willmott, published 
by Arms and Armour Press (price £17.95). 


This volume, the second of a 
trilogy, deals with Japanese and 
Allied strategics from February 
to June 1942, and is based on 
the premise that right from the 
start the Japanese failed to 
understand the nature of the 
war they unleashed. 

They tried to make tbe 


struggle into something it could 
never be, namely a fortress 
homeland behind a "Maginot 
Line" of island defences, power¬ 
ful enough to make America 
negotiate. 

In tbe end, crushing defeat 
came on land, sea, in the air — 
and industrially. 


GET YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 
AND SOLD BY A BRITISH 
PUBLISHER WITH 
COUNTRYWIDE DISTRIBUTION 
FACILITIES 
Details tram 

NEW HORIZON Dept NN. 
25, Station Road. Bog nor Regia 


McLaren 

books 

13 East King Street 
Helensburgh 
Dunbartonshire 
G84 7QQ 

Secondhand Naval and 
Maritime books by post 
Send SAE for our latest 
catalogue 


A short history 
of Portsmouth 
Royal Dockyard 

Men and ships ol Portsmouth 
Royal Dockyard from the 12th 
Century to the present day. 
Written by the well-known 
Dockyard historian John 
Jenkins. M.B.E., and lavishly 
illustrated from the Wright 
&8logan collection 

Price El .85 

including post and package 


Wright & Logan 

20 Queen Street 
Portsmouth POI 3HL 
Telephone 829555 



NEW ... NEW ... THE ROYAL NAVY IN FOCI’S 194049 

Ihi* Uk*< trdithm lit t*ui j**puL»i phud^Mntuc jlbum* of )otcnii> % Viv> i\ a ibjamh' 
| 7 t»p 4 fo Vitp* with runic» jn*J mmc i»po will never tu»v hcjid««l cadi 

1 * 4 vjjvrb Wndit ami la»£*n jjVi - and a tumpubciwc hn4t*) of cxt» 

vhtp n inctmk*d tn t!m edition Send lot )uui b> return of poM I 4 .QS 
I’upK-x of the wtullcf) IWl .W edition jxc mm jtjiUNc jf ,un Ml 

MARITIME BOOKS • Ixxfet 1121 - LaUtrd • PI 14 4EU-Tdtplw* (0579430.1) 


For 165 yean a total of more 
than 20,000 elderly and disabled 
seamen lived out the end of 
their days at Greenwich, and for 
over a century the hospital paid 
out-pensions to old sailors and 
their dependants. 

The new school at Holbrook 
came into being in 1933. Twenty 
years later, when the 100-ft 
rigged mast was taken down as 
unsafe, it marked the passing 
from a purely naval tradition to 
an educational establishment 
which can take its place in any 
company. 

The boys there — sons and 
grandsons of seafarers — arc 
Free to choose whatever career 
they please, although many of 
them still opt for a life at sea. 


IN BRIEF 


"Keepers of the Sea” by 
photographer Fred J. Maroon 
and naval writer Edward L. 
Beach, published by Arms and 
Armour Press (price £29), is a 
collection of superb colour 
photographs of the ships, air¬ 
craft and men of the United 
States Navy. An cyc-eatching. 
coffee-table production. 

"Strategy and Diplomacy 
1870-1945" by Paul Kennedy. 
Professor of History at Yale 
University, published by 
Fontana Paperbacks (price 
£3.95). A volume of essays 
covering some of the most imp¬ 
ortant themes in modem inter¬ 
national history. 

**The Nautical Almanac 
1895” published by Her 
Majesty's Stationery Office 
(price £9.50), is the navigator's 
biblc, containing tabulations for 
the sun, moon, planets and stars 
for use with a sextant. Also of 
value to anyone interested in 
astronomy. 

••The Armed Yachts of 

Canada” by Fraser McKee, 
published by The Boston Mills 
Press, 98 Main Street. Erin, 
Ontario NOB 1TO. An interest¬ 
ing series of stories about 21 
ornate, luxury yachts pressed 
into service with the Canadian 
Navy during the two world 
wars. Price is given in Canadian 
dollars only — at S24.95. 

"Merchant Ship Design Since 



than ever after a period of 
intense change in design and 
construction. 

“Heart of Oak” by Tristan 
Jones, published by The Bodlcy 
Head (price £8.95), completes a 
sequence of six autobiographical 
books by a man who has sailed 
356,000 miles in small boats and 
crossed the Atlantic 18 limes 
under sail. "Heart of Oak” is 
about his years below decks in 
the Royal Navy during the 
Second World War. 

. . . and now for something 
completely different. 
“Lcijonallppu Mcrefla” by V. 
Auvinen, distributed by Main¬ 
mast Books of Saxmundham. 
Suffolk IP17 1HZ (price £18.25 
plus £1.50 p&p) is the first 
substantia) book to be published 
on the ships of the Finnish 
Navy. Lots of pictures, some 
indifferent printing (in our 
copy), and one unusual problem 
for our run-of-the-mill readers: 
it's written in Finnish! 


by Anthony Kemp, published 
by Milestone Publications, price 
£1.95. Soft-cover booklet which 
sets out to tell, in words and 
pictures, "the unsung role” 
played by South Hampshire in 
the preparations for D-Day. 


JOY’S ROSES 

A GIFT OF LOVE 

Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any 
address in the U.K. or Ireland. Include your own special 
message 

SUMMER PRICE LIST 1-5-84 — 1-10-84 

Regret increase in price due to rising costs 

12 ROSES Red. pink (large). £7.00p 

10 SPRAY CARNATIONS Mixed. £5.55p 

20 FREESIA Mixed with fern. E5.00p 

24 ROSES Red. pink (large). £11.75p 

10 ROSES Mini box. £5.25p 

JO VS SPECIAL PACK: . E , 0 . 5S) 

MUCH REQUESTED CUDDLY TOYS 

PENGUIN Black/white.14' high £15.00p 

SAMMY SEAL Pure white.27-long £15.00p 

SAMMY SEAL Silver/beige.27-long EIS.OOp 

MANY MORE CUDDLIES AVAILABLE 
Prices and order forms available upon request. Prices include P.P. 
and VAT. Please make cheque or P.O. payable to: 
JOY'S ROSES AND TOYS 

“Flamingo”, St Sampson's, Guernsey, Channel Islands 
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Nobody does 
it better at 
this festival 


MOUNTBATTEN Festivals of Music at the Royal Albert 
Hall provide colourful events on the military band scene, 
especially for Royal Marines band enthusiasts. 


Recordings of the concern 
prove popular, too, and this 
year's music, now available in 
record or cassette form, features 
the Massed Bands of the Royal 
Marines under the direction of 
Licut-Col. G. A. C. Hoskins it 
their performance on February 
15. 

Side one features such old 
band favourites as Sousa's 


Marvin Hamlisch material, 
including "They're Playing Our 
Song" and "Nobody Does It 
Better." There arc nautical 
pieces, some speciality material, 
and a ceremonial finale in tradi¬ 
tional vein with Crimond, Sun¬ 
set and Soliloquy. 

The items arc introduced by 
Richard Baker and Susannah 
Simons. 


Semper Fidclis and the Post 
Horn Gallop, with nautical 
material such as "Soldiers of the 
Sea" - and "Cockleshell Heroes" 
(both by Vivian Dunn). 

The other side has big brass 
treatment of a selection of 



COMPLETE SETS 
The record is available as 
RMA 1006 at £5, including 
postage and packing (UK), 
from RMA Records, General 
Secretary, RMA Central Office, 
Royal Marines Eastney, South- 
sea. Hants. P04 9PP. It is also 
available on cassette at the same 
price. 

Records of the RM Massed 
Bands at the Royal Albert Hall 
concerts in earlier years are also 
available: 1978 (RMA 1001). 
£3.75; 1980 (RMA 1002), £4.75; 
1982 (RMA 1004), £5; and 1983 
(RMA 1005). £5 — the latter 
also available on cassette at the 
same price. 

A complete set, to include 
post and packing, is available at 
£19. (Remember to say whether 
cassette or record is required for 
RMAs 1005 and 10060 
/Ml cheques and postal orders 
should be made payable to the 
Royal Marines Association. 


AROUND AND ABOUT 



DRUM 

MINOR 


for th* Navy l_ _ 

year-old Benjamin Bent, 
who provided tome of the 
audience participation 
during a local achool con¬ 
cert by the Royal Naval 
Volunteer Band of RN air 
etatlon Culdrose. 

Benjamin's efforts do 
not seem to be appre¬ 
ciated by his classmate, 
David Flnnevan, but the 
musicians — under Band 
CSgt Graham Richardson 
— went down a treat. 


Invasion 
of the 
Brownies 


Hydra men 
survey a 
lost world 


FROM all over the country 
come reports of Brownies 
invading Royal Navy ships, 
submarines and establish¬ 
ments to make tea. 

The onslaught, to mark the 
National Brownie Tea-Making 
Fortnight and the 70th anniver¬ 
sary of the youth movement, 
has left officers and men reeling 
over endless brews. 

Among other places Brownies 
visited: 

HMS Southampton, which 
was visited by the 5th Hedge 
End (Southampton) Pack, of 
which CPOWEA Jim Pcndrcy. 
a sonar maintaincr in the 
Southampton, is a member. 

Cutty Sark, where the guest 
of the 5th St Mary Cray (Kent) 
Pack, was Cdr. Tony Wilks 
from the Royal Naval College 
Greenwich. 

PIRATE 


Winning plays 

BLACK comedy has won for 
HMS CoUingwood the 1984 
Royal Naval Theatre Festival 
award for the best overall pro¬ 
duction in the Portsmouth 
Command. The drama, “Close 
of Play" by Simon Gray, 
received the Nore Command 
Cup at the final adjudication 
night at HMS Nelson. It was 
produced by Lieut.-Cdr. Mick 

Winners of the festival's Scot¬ 
tish Cup were HMS Cochrane 
with two one-act plays — "The 
Bear" by Anton Chekhov and 
"The Erpingham Camp" by Joe 
Orton. 

Postal cover 

A POSTAL cover to mark the 
65th anniversary of the sinking 
of the Russian cruiser Oleg is 
being issued by the Royal Naval 
Philatelic Office. The warship 
was sunk by Coastal Motor 
Boat No. 4 during Allied inter¬ 
vention in the Bolshevik revolu¬ 
tion. Commanding officer of the 
British vessel. Lieut, (later Cap¬ 
tain) A. S. W. Agar, was 
uwarded the VC. 

The covers, to be issued on 
June 17, will be signed by the 
Flag Officer Sea Training. Port¬ 
land (where the Navy’s last fast 
patrol boats were based) and by 



WRENS 


WHERE ARE YOU 
NOW? 

Past and present members ot the 
WRNS and OARNNS are minted to 
join Tho Association ol Wrens and 
enjoy Fellowship and Branch 

A reunion is planned tor 1964 so 
apply now tor membership from 
Membership Secretary. 
Association ot Wrens, 
la Che sham Street. London 


SW1X6NL 


RN 4 FAA COVERS WANTED 


DERBYSHIRE STAMPS 



HMS Alliance at the RN 
Submarine Museum, Gosport, 
where the Warsash Brownies 
made tea for HMS Dolphin's 
heads of department. 

Gardocfa, where Commodore 
David Morse, Commodore 
Clyde, dressed as a pirate, was 
nulled from the water by the 1st 
Helensburgh Pack and revived 
with a cuppa. 

RN air station Culdrose, 
vybcrc 771 Squadron's duty 
Search and Rescue crew was 
alerted by a flare to the delights 
of a pot of tea brewed by the 1st 
Mawnan Smith Pack, and where 
trainee fire crews were visited 
by the 3rd Porthlcvcn Pack. 

HM submarine Oracle at 
Faslanc, where the newly- 
formed 2nd Helensburgh 
Ranger Guide Services Unit 
held their investment ceremony 
on the casing 


Cdr. R. S. Agar, RN. nephew 
of the late Capt. Agar Details 
may be obtained from the Royal 
Naval Philatelic Officer. Fleet 
Air Arm Museum. RN air sta¬ 
tion Ycovilton, Somerset. 


OVER 200 years ago an extraordinary maritime project was started on the coast of 
Israel near the old Phoenician settlement of Strato’s Tower. 

King Herod, noting the to explore and survey what is site involving divers on fixed 

rising fortunes of the Roman believed to bc^thc oldest har- jackstays. 

Empire and sensing the *"* *“ c 

rapid expansion of trade, ,cct ' 

decided to build a new port. Thi 
So the city of Cacsaria Icadii 

Maritima (named after Cae- f° r M 

sar Augustus) came to be of 

founder mMn 


Show willing 

HMS Daedalus reacted with 
traditional naval courtesy and 
initiative when asked to send 
their display team to 
Pangboumc Show. Berkshire. 

The RN air station hasn't got 
a display team, but they very- 
soon put that to rights. Four 
weeks of hard work by 21 
trainee volunteers under LPT 
John Lindsay produced a slick, 
ten-minute high-box routine 
which went down a treat at 
Pangboumc. 

Unfortunately, with the con¬ 
tinuous flow of trainees passing 
out of Daedalus, it is not pos¬ 
sible to sustain a permanent 


The expedition produced a 
fund of material for future 
research but, most importantly, 
showed how closely 
hydrographers and archae¬ 
ologists am work together. For 
the ship's divers, says the 
Hydra, the expedition proved 
that not only do Navy divers do 
it deeper, they also do it older 
than anyone else. 


The harbour was constructed 
without the help of outlying 
natural features and involved 
the siting of thousands of 
blocks, up to several tons in 
weight, to provide protective 
breakwaters. The port con¬ 
tained a number of revolution¬ 
ary engineering features to keep 
the interior of the harbour from 
silting up. 


Research 


During the afternoon the di- 
:rs set to work across the 
orient harbour entrance trying 
> establish the amount of land 
tovcmen! which had taken 
lace since its construction 
evclling took place across the 


Later the ship returned to 
Dcvonport after her five-month 
deployment in the Middle East. 


Earthquake 


Cacsaria expanded and for 
the Roman period became the 
teeming metropolis that its 
founder envisaged. But with the 
collapse of the Roman world in 
the 5th and 6th centuries AD, 
and a Midden earthquake, the 
harbour fell into disuse and 
disappeared below the sea. 

To this ancient site HMS 
Hydra's diving team, led by- 
diving archaeologist Lieut. Bob 
Stewart and hydrographic offi¬ 
cer Lieut. Dave McLean, went 


SOUVENIR COVERS 


MINIATURE MEDALS 


LIEUT. Bob Veal, who led a 
Joint Services expedition to 
South Georgia just before the 
Falklands war, is taking 12 
sailors on a 180-mile ski trek in 
Norway. Most of the party arc 
novices. Lieut. Veal, now staff 
recreation officer in HMS Coch¬ 
rane, and his team sailed to 
Norway in HMS Leeds Castle at 
the end of April. 


Largest selection of 

MGB, MGC 
V8 & MIDGETS 

In the South 

Havant Motor Co. Ltd. 

25 South Street 
Havant 

Hants P09 1BU 
Tel. 0705-486066 


Western shows 


AMONG forthcoming naval'cvcnts open to the public arc two 
planned for the West Country during the next couple of 
months. 

At BRNC Dartmouth open A little farther west, RN air 
day, starting at 1.30pm on station Culdrose will be holding 

Saturday, June 16, the attrac- its air day, at 10am. on Wcd- 

tions include free-fall para- nesday, July 25. There will be 

chutists, the Sharks helicopter an impressive flying display 

display team, a Royal Marines (starting at 2 pm). Royal 

band, guided tours of the col- Marines band, trade stands and 

lege, and many static and arena sideshows, and a children's play- 

displays — 

Admission is 50p for adults 
and 15p for OAPs and children. 

Charge for a car, including 
passengers, is £2. All proceeds 
will go to naval charities. 


CLUB SWEATERS 


Specially embroidered with your own design, giving 
instant recognition and a real sense ol identity. 
Choice ot Suptmtb Lambswool. Shetland & Acrylic. 
Prices Irom CS.70 each. Ousntity discounts available 
-we supply Irom 1 sweater upwards. 

FREE JACOUARD on 48 garments and above 
• FREE SWEATER VOUCHER 

SWEATSHIRTS*T-SHIRTS CUSTOM PRINTED 


Charges arc £4 a car (up to 
six people), £1.50 for pedes¬ 
trians; and £1 for children under 
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COMMUNICATORS 

uWde your exports* m orwy street and « particular throufih yot 
n< course (BR 1797 reien). It in doubt consult your Ei 


DO NOT DELAY 

TELEPHONE 01-628-4704 

PRAMAVALE LIMITED 

Telecommunications Personnel Consultants 
6. Broad Street Place. Blomfleld Street. London EC2M 7AY 


Engineers, Technicians, Instructors, Tech. Authors, etc. 

Step into the best paid jobs! 

We can provide positions lor Forces trained personnel ol all ranks 
Our tree, confidential and personal service provides prompt 
introductions to U K and overseas vacancies ol ten before they 


If you are in your final year of service, complete the reply i 
below or phone Ron Alderton lor a consultation 


NEW ERA SERVICES 


14 Groat Whyte. Ramsey, Huntingdon. Cambs. PEI7 ILL 
or phone Ramsey (0487) 813030 


registration lorm for your Recr 
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XAkdoscrlookarOnwnwftin ..« seafaring nniions-a ralourf iil bfo*} 

Between the Tih and I5Di centuries, longdistance mmineniuJseafaringbrought tremendousrichesand wealth ti» 
Oman Ttit- Gulden Age This wealth however. m«ui attracted the might of the Portuguese to tin* Gulf, and for I III wars Lisbon 
dominated Oman's coastline. Having driven out the Portuguese in 164!*. Oman once again betaine the dominant maritime 
power in the Western Indian Ocean. 

But the constant threat«>f fovudon and civil upheaval in the 1 «th Century sawthe ruling Ya'araba family lose control 
.As the fsnmtry's disintegration seemeti imminent, the GnernorofSohar. in the north, stepped in and succeeded in muting the 
natii in. The threat of invasion was avertmLThe Governor w as elected ImamofOman in IT I l.and his accession to the throne 
marked tlie liegjnning of the rule of A1 Said—the ruling family today 

For the first time, the long term view was t'onsidercd.Yhe Navy and Army was strengthened, the capital transferred to 
the coast at Muscat front the interior and firm trade agreements with Persia and East Africa were made, 

A new stability and security pervaded. Diplomatic-relation.-. wen* set up with Britain. Die ISA. Franc earn! Holland. 

A whole new world trade network became available to Oman. Until l»7d. and despite the intrusion of tin* two world wars, 
tin* counter laid developed slow ly but since tin* present Sultan came In power M s ears ago. Oman has. and is. developing at a 
dramatic pate. 

Tins colourful history , created by the adventurous outgoing nature of the Omani people, is matched hv the stunning 
geography of Die country. Their culture embraces Islam ami w iiilst we in the* Wist might not fully appreciate Eastern religion, 
it Is siHin realised that the pride, independence. generosity and Inispitality of Omani p**< iple 
stem from their Muslim beliefs. 

Today a liberal altitude towards religion exists, enliain ing Ihe integration of British _ 

and other NaUonai influences. A wealth of history, a proud and warm people and a liiiera! jADW 

atmosphere in a country long associated with Briiam —That is Oman 

Because* of its strong links with Britain. Oman has alw ays wi*lc. uned British expertise. JjHSsSsSGy 

f'oiitinuing opportunities are av ailahlc* to former British Offi< »*rs and Senior Ratings to aid tin* * a 

developiueni of Die Sultan of Oman’s Navy. 

Tin* Naval Officer or Senn >r Killing looking for a pn *fessi< mal and training challenge, 
iind who .is an inchvidu.il. w Mies to make a profound. ontnhution to an alroadv adv.it ■ 

Navy, should take a closer look at Oman. 

Further information and applnadon forms an* availalile on request from JMggBffltiKKKnm&BlE. 

Helen Griffey. AKA Imemalional I? ID Maddox Street. London Wl K uEY. 


ENGINEERS AND TECHNICIANS 


I lf you have at least 7 years' practical expeoence. including 2 years’ 
supervising and on-the-job training, you could tom the team 

GROUND RADIO 
TECHNICIANS 

at least 2 years each m SHF microwave. LOS radio, and UHF. FDM. and 
ideally familiarity with HF ground stations, voice frequency, telegraphy 
terminal, status monitoring and alarm telemetry. UHF and VHF 
LOS radio 


A high standard of living in civilian life starts with some down to earth 
facts 

* Overseas work, tax-free with all Irving found, is one of the fastest ways 
to save capital 

* Lockheed offers one of the best packages in the Middle East - 
including free food, accommodation, laundry, transport etc, 
extensive sports and recreation facilities, free return flights at 

_ y _ leave periods, and much more besides 

\ * You can use and develop your 

\ service trade skills, enjoy |ob 
' l uny^X security, comradeship and long 

term prospects with Lockheed 


ADX6400 OPERATORS 


5+ years in a comms centre including minimum 6 months as an 
automatic message switch operator working on ADX 6400 


ADX 6400 MAINTENANCE 
ENGINEERS & TECHNICIANS 


_ _. 3 years'message switch maintenance including 

1 year s experience of ADX6400 

|gy t1 ATC RADAR TECHNICIANS 

at least 2 years each on ATC surveillance radar. IFF/SSR. PAR. and programmable display 
systems You should, ideally also be familiar with TACAN 

_ NAVAIDS TECHNICIANS 

at least 2 years each m 3 out of the 4 following ILS. CADF or DRDF, VHF/UHF, and 
microprocessor controlled vcvce communication systems Experience of meteorological 
__ weather stations is also desirable 

If your tour in the forces is almost complete, land yourself an outstanding civilian career 
supporting the Royal Saudi Air Force, by tequestmg an application form or sendtng your CV to 
WEBB WHITLEY ASSOCIATES LIMITED. | 

International Recruitment Consultants. Km / _ / 

45 Kensington High Street. London W85ED ~ ^^~* f 

Telephone 01-937 6586 Please quote ref X/NAV. TW 



Centuries of long 
distance commercial 
seafaring 


Dramatic masques 
symbolise Oman's 
Islamic culture 


An independent, proud 
and hospitable people 


Oman has always 
welcomed British 
expertise 















OPERATORS 


When you leave the Services ... 

Contact the Three Tees Agency and let your Service skills pay in Civvy Street 


he Three Tees Agency serves 6.000 
companies and deals solely with vacancies for 
Telephone. Telex, and Teleprinter Operators. 

You can be sure of a warm welcome and free 
advice and guidance on employment 
prospects in tho commercial world of 
Telecommunications, tf you are rusty, we can 

Call, write or telephone 

110 Fleet Street EC4 01-353 3611 
124 Regent Street W1 01-734 0365 


give you the opportunity to brush up your 
operating and also familiarise you with 
commercial routines and equipment, and then 
guide you to tho right lob. permanent or 
temporary. In some cases resettlement courses 
are available for those seeking permanent 
employment In the Greater London area 


,!I -ZSEEZMZ, 




Overseas 
Employment 

Airwork Limited employ a large number of Ex-Service Tradesmen in the 
Sultanate of Oman on a comprehensive service and Maintenance 
Contract for the modern Air Force and for Army and Navy Radio and 
Radar equipment. If you are leaving the Services shortly, are of Fitter 
grade or above and would like to be considered for a vacancy in one of 
the grades involved, please write in confidence to the Company 
Personnel Manager at the address given below. 

The appointments are bachelor status offering: 

• Good tax-free salary and allowances on open-ended contracts 

• Generous annual cash bonuses 

• Free accommodation and medical services 

• Free catering to a very high standard 

• Free air travel for 3 weeks UK leave every 20 weeks 

• Excellent working conditions 

• Good recreational facilities catering for a wide range of spare time 
interests and activities 

® Airwork <S> 

L Limited 1983 

BOURNEMOUTH - HURN AIRPORT. CHRISTCHURCH. DORSET. BH 23 6EB tt 

TELEPHONE BOURNEMOUTH I (HO?|J7»71 
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' after 2Vi or 5 years 

By saving through a House Purchase Plus 
Guaranteed Mortgage Plan. 


Ordinary low cost endov. -ients 
—-do not guarantee this. 


| Protection when interest rates 


rr^TTn Will you he looking for a second career 
J soon’ Windsor Life offers the opportunity 

^ :o sel1 an aI,racIlve ran 9 e of products 

CAHfc tn including our Guaranteed Mortgage Plan 

■ please tick theappeoo'-atetxn -kvtgage 

I To Windsor Life Assurance Company Limited, Royal AiDed 
I House. Windsor Berks SL4 18R Tel Windsor (07535) 68144 
I I would like full information on 

■ House Purchase Pius - : Career opportunities with Windsor Life : 

» Name; _ 

| Address_ 

Tel. No . 

Isorl 


A-Windsor Life 

\wuniiMr(oinp«n« lid 


AIRCRAFT ENGINEERING 
AND ASSOCIATED 
SUPPORT SERVICES 

Marshall of Cambridge (Outstation) Ltd., contractors 
to the Ministry of Defence, have vacancies from time 
to time for Technicians in the following trades: 
Airframe. Propulsion. Electrical. Instruments. 
Survival. Equipment and Radio Radar Air/Ground, 
with occasional vacancies in ground support trades. 
Good rates of pay, 25 days' annual holiday, sick pay 
scheme, free life assurance, housing readily 
available in the locality to rent or purchase. 

App/yio 

Senior Administrative Officer 
Marshall of Cambridge (Outstations) Ltd. 

Shawbury. Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 4DH 
Telephone Shawbury (0939) 250351 extension 351 or 349 


Pioneer Mutual 

INSURANCE SERVICES 
LIMITED 

(Formerly US Ufe and Pension Services Ltd.) 

HA VE YOU PLANNED 
YOUR FUTURE? 

★ DECIDED WHERE TO LIVE 

★ BOUGHT YOUR OWN HOUSE 

★ DECIDED WHAT WORK YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO DO + ASSESSED JOB 
PROSPECTS IN THE AREA OF YOUR 
CHOICE 

For many personnel leaving the Service life could be very 
difficult — but for those with courage and determination it could 
mean the start of a new career in the insurance industry 
Our company is expanding rapidly and the programme covers 
the whole of the UK and West Germany with opportunities in all 
areas 

IT IS WORTH THINKING ABOUT! 

For further information complete the coupon below 



. Due out 


Pioneer Mutual Insurance Services Limited. 
Pioneer House. 63 Thorpe Road. Norwich NR1 1UD. 
Telephone: 0603 612804 / 613695 / 612340 

















Advanced 

telecommunications: 

careers with extensive scope at 
Cheltenham 

Join the Government Communications Headquarters, 
one of the world's foremost centres for R & D and 
production in voice/data communications ranging from 
HF to satellite — and their security. Some of GCHQ's 
facilities are unique and there is substantial emphasis 
on creative solutions for solving complex 
communications problems using state-of-the-art 
techniques including computer / microprocessor 
applications. Current opportunities are for: 

Telecommunication 
Technical Officers 

Two levels of entry providing two salary scales: 
C6.262-C8.S80 and C8.420-C9.522. 

Minimum qualifications are TEGSCOTEC in Electronics/ 
Telecommunications or a similar disciptino or C & G Part II 
Telecommunications Technicians Certificate or Part I plus 
Maths B, Telecommunication Principles B and either Radio 
Line Transmission B or Computers B or equivalent: ONC in 
Electrical. Electronics or Telecommunications Engineering or 
a CIE Part I Pass, or formal approved Service technical 
training Additionally, at least 4 years' (lower level) or seven 
years' (higher level) appropriate experience is essential in 
either radio communications or radar, data, computer or 
similar electronic systems At the lower entry level first line 
technical' supervisory control of technicians Involves 
"hands-on" participation and may involve individual work of a 
highly technical nature. The higher level involves application 
of technical knowledge and experience to work planning 
including implementation of medium to large scale projects. 

Radio Technicians — 
£ 5 , 485 -£ 7 , 818 

To provide all aspects of technical support. Promotion 
prospects are good and linked with active encouragement to 
acquire further skills and experience. Minimum qualifications 
are a TEC Certificate in Telecommunications or equivalent 
plus 2 or more years' practical experience 
Cheltenham, a handsome Regency town, is finely-endowed 
with cultural, sports and other facilities which are equally 
available in nearby Gloucester. Close to some of Britain's 
most magnificent countryside, the area also offers 
reasonably-priced housing. Relocation assistance may be 
available. 

For further Information and your application form, please 
telephone Cheltenham (0242) 32912 / 3 or write to: 

Recruitment Office. Government Communications Headquarters. 
Oakley. Priors Road. Cheltenham. 
Gloucestershire. GL52 5AJ. 


Although we’ve never 
met, you probably know 
us inside out. 


Both your training and exposure to the most 
advanced equipment in use today have pre¬ 
pared you to take up a key role in industry, now 
that your're leaving the Forces And where 
better than with one of Britain's most accom¬ 
plished electronics companies 
Our projects include radio and TV broadcast 

Test Engineering 


equipment, satellite earth stations, naval 
communications, troposcatter and line-of-sight 
networks 

To meet future order commitments, we're now 
looking for men and women with experience of 
Microwave or digital systems or high power 
transmitters to work in the following areas - 

Installation Engineering 


Technical Publication Systems/Sales Engineering 

involves working as a Techmical Author or Circuit involves assessing the technical implicauons of a 
Delineator on a variety of projects covering complex sales enquiry and the translation of customer require 
electronic equipment and systems Vacancies exist ments into systems drawings and technical notes, 
in both Chelmsford and Norwich ready to make a formal tender It s a role which 

involves working closely with our customers in the 
UK and overseas 

If you’d like to know more about our work and what we can offer you. write with a brief outline of 
your service career to Ken Dumbrell. Marconi Communication Systems Limited. New Street. 
Chelmsford. Essex. Telephone: Chelmsford (0245) 353221. Ext 114 

Marconi 

Communication Systems 


involves production testing and fault finding on a 
wide range of equipment using the most sophis 
ticated test techniques and equipment 


involves the installation and maintenance of many 
of the systems described, both in the UK and over 
seas, generally unaccompanied 


NSS NEWSAGENTS LTD 

Currently have openings for 

HUSBAND & WIFE 
MANAGEMENT TEAMS 

We can offer a joint income after training of 

OVER £8,000 PER ANNUM 
PLUS: Free accommodation 
PLUS: Participation in a highly attractive bonus scheme 
PLUS: Full training with pay 
If you are looking for a variety and independence and 
a position with excellent promotion prospects, then 
this could be the job for you 
YOU CAN ALSO APPLY EITHER WITHOUT A 
PARTNER, OR WITH YOUR PARTNER WORKING 
PART-TIME ONLY 

For further details, write today quoting Ref. NN on the 
envelope, to: 

Personnel Dept., NSS Newsagents Ltd. 
Elizabeth House, Duke Street 
Woking, Surrey 


PILOTS! 

Are you leaving the Service shortly? / 

TRAIN WITH TRENT’ Vi 1^*. J 

FOR ALL YOUR CIVILIAN LICENCES^- S 

• All types of flying training for fixed and rotary wing 

• Full ground school courses for all CAA written examinations 

• CPL Correspondence Course 

All Stall Instructors ex-Service — Resident Examiners 

Deferred payment terms — details on request 

We would be pleased to advise you on civil licence requirments 


Trent 


Use OUR EXPERIENCE to 
MAKE the MOSTof YOURS 


A RECRUITMENT AGENCY specialising in placing cx 
HM Forces technicians and engineers in civilian employ¬ 
ment. Our service is confidential and free of charge. 
TECHNICAL AUTHORSHIP COURSES sponsored by 
the Government, which can be taken full time during 
your last few weeks of service — or later if you wish. 
Write now for details stating clearly whether Recruitment 
or Course or both, to: 

Chequers Bureau TECHNICAL SERVICES LIMITED 
108 High Street, Ramsey. Huntingdon. Cambs. 

Tel: 0487 812596 


What happens when 
you're an ex-sen/ice 
Telegraphist or 
Telephonist? 

Well trained? Ambitious? Due to leave the 
Service shortly? Settling in London? How are 
you going to use your skills to get a good job 
in Civvy Street? 

The answer is to contact TRG Services, the 
leading telecommunications employment 
agency. Their ex- Service interviewers know 
your problem exactly and can help you with 
guidance, advice and job prospects. Why not 
contact them today and put your mind at rest 
about the future. 

TRG SERVICES 
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living in, of near the 
Bournemouth / Poole area 


HEWLETT 

PACKARD 


ALL EX-SERVICE 
ELECTRONICS 

COMPUTERS / RADAR 
SONAR RADIO 
CONTROL MECHS. AND 
ARTS, for Civvy Street 
Careers. 

Telephone 01-656 6931 

2 Reverse charges, and 
ANSAPHONE (eve.) or wnte 
JR Personnel. 267 Portland 
Road. London SE25 (Agy). I 


JOINING CIVVY STREET? 


Ferranti Computer Systems Ltd. 


The Bracknell Division ol Ferranti Computer 
Systems Ltd ts engaged In the design and manufac¬ 
ture ol advanced computerised control systems 
which are in use by the UK and many ovorseas 
defence forces 

Product Support 
Engineer (Ref P/704) 


Providing an excellent opportunity tor career 
development in design support, the position carries 
responsibilities lor investigating equipment 
redesign through to co-ordinating total design 
packages ol naval systems 

We would like to hear from candidates with a 
minimum of HNC in Electrical Engineering or a 
recognised Engineering Apprenticeship, with 2/3 
years systems maintenance experience on Ferranti 
based equipment 

Some travel and unsocial hours work will be 


_ lareimiii 

Selling technology 


Male Clerk/Typists 


British Aerospace has requirements on its Saudi Arabia 
Support Contract for a number of experienced Male Clerk/ 
Typists to work at various locations in Saudi Arabia. 

This is an excellent opportunity when you leave the Service to earn a 
high tax-free salary as a Male Clerk/Typist... 

... working in SaudiArabia with 

BRITISH AEROSPACE 

Applicants must be able to type accurately at 40 w.p.m. and have a background 
of general administrative/clerical experience. They must also have a full UK 
driving licence. 

In addition to the high tax-free salary, successful candidates will receive 
free single accommodation, messing, medical care and other benefits, 
including travel-paid UK leave. 

Please apply in writing giving brief details of experience or telephone 
Preston 634317. 

The Personnel Officer, Saudi Arabia Support Dept. 038/NN, 

FREEPOST, British Aerospace Aircraft Group. 

Warton Division, Warton Aerodrome. 

Lancs. PR41LA. 


BUSINESS FROM HOME J* 

which may blossom into a fuB-bm* 
occupation, producing beautiful gold 

ponied business cants, playing v 

cards, matchbooks and novelty . 

items Those are produced on a 
simple British made machine no 
larger than a typewriter A complete 
installation costs only £960 winch 
can easily be recovered in a few 
months Successful operators have 
obtained a weekly return in excess 
ol £300 with no previous experience 
If you wish to run a most lucrative 
business with full backing, comploto 
details win be sent on receipt of your 
stamped, addressed envelope 
Wnto in the first instance to 
Westwlnd Promotions 
132 Cumnor Hill 
Oxford OX2 9PH 


ASSOCIATE 
NAVAL AND 
SCIENTIFIC 
CONSULTANTS 

Carmichael & Sweet Ltd. 
urgently need retired Naval or 
Scientific Officers as part-time 
Associate Consultants. 

Telephone 
Portsmouth (0705) 
739101 


EX-NAVAL 

PERSONNEL 


The Parkstone Sea 
Cadets need you 


SELL W COMPUTERS* 


Hewlett-Packard has created a X? 
superb range of computing tools for 
engineers, scientists and ■ 

manufacturers. From powerful A*-—■ - 

personal computers to the worlds 
most compact 32-bit workstation. * 

from real-time systems with / / 

immense computational ——- 

capacity to ‘factory of the 
future' concepts, HP has a product 

to help achieve excellence in every field of _ 

modem technology. 

Understanding the nature of each prospects E 8 *"! 

problem, and proposing a really pertinent 

hardware and software solution with all the > _ 

right perfonnance and growth potential, is half / 

the sales battle. It calls for a ready appreciation / ^ ^ l Z — 

of applications as diverse as CAD/CAM. V~ - 

process control — _ __ — 

and quality Xii¥\7I7 T| 

management: 000 All XV 

a good base of W-<R 

engineering expertise supported l«l IW 

by appropriate academic » 

qualifications. 

H P sales opportunities are for men A 

and women who want the challenge of 
change in their lives. Among our current 
vacancies specific opportunities exist to sell into the MOD, 
calling for familiarity with procedures and practices in addition to 
a sound knowledge of technical computer applications and the 


ability to sell. HP is stable, strongly-financed, fast- 
growing... and greatly concerned with the 
* the individual. You will find our training, in 

-the UK and Europe, excellent; your 

taigets sensible; the quality of 
- support high; your 

development prospects 
unlimited; our style of 
management enlightened. 
Last but not least, you 
will be well rewarded for 
your efforts: on-taiget 

ggj earnings are around 121,000 (- but top 

performers can more than double this -) plus 

mm _ a veiy valuable benefits package including 

VAAA a\ twicc-yearly profit-share, share-purchase 

=9“^ \ scheme, company car, and much more. 

til Our rapid growth 

i _,_means we currently 

BORROWS tsssf" 

sell to the MOD. 

■ FC I If you meet our requirements. 

and arc leaving the Services in 
the near future, we'd be veiy 
MjCm L interested to hear from you. 

Telephone Wendy Owen for your 
application form on 0734 784774. Alternatively, write with full cv to 
Judy Frank, Hewlett-Packard Limited, King Street Lane, 

Winncrsh. Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 5AR. 

Hewlett-Packard is an equal opportunity employer. 


SOLVE TOMORROW'S 
“ ENGINEERING 

PRiiKf 17 AA Q tbc near futu < 

re for men E interested to hear fn 














































LEFT — Pictured in Dallas, Texas, with World Cup referee 
Abraham Klein are members of the RN Youth soccer 
team. Back (left to right) are APP Patrick (Sultan), SA 
Riley (Neptune), Mr. Klein, SEA Travis (Dryad), WEM 


Wildman (Boxer). Front are SEA Pollard (Danae), SEA 
Bryant (Naiad) and SEA Nurding (Minerva). 
CENTRE — Neptune skipper CPO Whisky Walker receives 
the Naafi Jubilee Cup from comedy actor Arthur English. 


tained RAF Wyton at Dumbarton F.C.. 
and got off to a terrible start. A first-minute 
mix-up between goalkeeper LMEM Neil 
Blackett and SA Steve Riley allowed 
Combined Services player CpI Jeff Han¬ 
cocks to poach the easiest of goals. 

But CPO Nigel Walker, the Neptune skipper, 
pulled them round and in the second half PO 
Jimmy Nesbitt equalised with a fine individual 
effort. 

Touch-line entertainment was provided by 
LWPT Angie Goskirk and a group of Wrens who 
had trained together as cheer leaders in true 
American college style. 

SEME Bordon, the Army champions, have 
won the Jubilee Cup six times, so it was no 
surprise when they beat RAF Wyton 3—1. a 
result which meant Neptune had to score two 
more goals than SEME in their decider at 
Bordon. 

When SEME scored in the 36lh minute, there 


were few in the large crowd who would have bet 
against them earning their seventh cup triumph, 
but Neptune were to shake the centre of the 
REME Corps football with a performance of 
grit, determination and skill. 

Jimmy Nesbitt equalised before the break, and 
ten minutes into tnc second half put Neptune 

The all-important (bird for Neptune came in 
the 66th minute and again involved Nesbitt, who 
beat a defender on the flank and found PO 
Martin Soloman in the clear a yard from goal. 
Soloman made no mistake. 

The victory was well earned, for in defender 
SA Steve Riley and Jimmy Nesbitt they had the 
two best players on the field. Riley, a Navy and 
Combined Sevices Youth representative, was 
awarded the Man of the Match accolade for an 
outstanding performance. 


LADS LOSE , BUT 
WIN OVER DALLAS 

THE NAVY Youth soccer team qualified for the final stages of the international Dallas 
Cup youth tournament in Dallas, Texas, but were beaten 5—1 in the quarter-finals by the 
eventual winners of the trophy, the Canadian National League select team. 


(H MS Pl ymouth) goal. APP Barlow (Caledonia) experience, 
and STD Kennedy (Buttlcaxc) twice put them in Manager Lieu 
the lead against Nomads of California before the received a glowin 
Nomads equalised in the final minute. Flame Soccer Cli 

In their pool decider, the Navy beat Dallas ment. A letter fro 
Arsenal with another Hudson goal! APP Sinclair made a I re mend 
(Caledonia) scored the Navy's consolation goal in whose paths they 
their heavy defeat by the Canadians. the RN Youth teai 

Teams from Trinidad. Uruguay and Mexico as guests of the F 


Sub-Lieut. Terry Osborne on his way to 
victory In the Inter-Service marathon. 


RIGHT — Pictured with the South West Counties Cup are 
POPT John Gwynn (left) and POPT Tommy Johnson, the 
men whose goals gave the Navy this trophy for the first 
time, as reported In last month's Navy News. 


Osborne is 
first winner 

THE ANNUAL Inicr-Scrvicc marathon, run at 
RAF Swindcrby on May 2. was won for the 
first time in its ten year history by a Royal Navy 
athlete. 

Sub-Licut. Terry Osborne of RN air station 
Culdrosc led from start to finish, winning in a 
time of 2hr. 25min. 33sec. He crossed the line 
30 seconds ahead of Colour Sgt. M. French 
who led the Army to victory in the team 
competition. 

Although ihc Navy team finished third, there 
were particularly good runs by LMEM(M) 
Mike Dcrranc of HMS Lowestoft (2.38.04). 
and CpI Mac McCarthy (RM Poole), who 
recorded 2.39.25. 

Osborne led Naval Air Command to the 
Inter-Command title, while CTCRM 
Lympstonc won the Inter-Establishment cham¬ 
pionship. Second was RN air station Yeovilton. 
and third HMS Lowestoft, whose marathon 
team finished an impressive !9th out of 37 unit 
entries. 

Capt. Barry Heath RM won the Gosport and 
Farcham marathon in a time of 2.26.55. RNAC 
(South) won the team prize, with cx-PO Tom 
McGIcnaghan fourth in 2.35.36. L.MEM(M) 
Derranc (Lowestoft) fifth and LWTR Vic 
Tarrant 17th despite a stomach complaint. 


Close encounters 
in sunny Cornwall 


The Navy iads drew two Dallas sides and a ensured that the standard of play was high, and 
team Irom California in their pool, drawing 1—1 the Navy players, whose tour was supported by 
with the Dallas Kicks through an AB lludson various welfare funds, learned much from the 
(H MS Pl ymouth) goal. APP Barlow (Caledonia) experience. 

and STD Kennedy (Buttlcaxc) twice put them in Manager Licut.-Cdr. Mike Kimbcr has 
the lead against Nomads of California before the received a glowing tribute to his players from 


Flame Soccer Oub. organisers of the tourna¬ 
ment. A letter from the club says the Navy lads 
made a tremendous impression on everyone 
whose paths they crossed in Dallas, and invites 
the RN Youth team back to the 1985 tournament 
as guests of the Flame club. 


A HIGHLIGHT of the 
golfing season is the Navy’s 
match against Cornwall, 
played this year in beautiful 
West Country sunshine at 
Tchidy Park Golf Club, 
writes Brian Grant. 

The 9'/i—5Vi win by Corn¬ 
wall did not reflect how close 
the match was, with seven 
halved games in the 15 played. 
Honours were even in the morn¬ 
ing foursomes with three halved 
matches and a two and one win 
for Lieut. Alan Bray 
(Yeovilton) and PO Peter 
Darlington (Culdrosc). 

Unluckicst of the halves were 
Cpl Hamish Reid (Comacchio 
Coy) and LCpI Bill Parker (3 
Cdo Bdc Air Sun). whose win 
was thwarted by a monster 
30ftjwtt on the tricky 18th by 
ex-Cornish champion Patrick 
Gilbert. 

The singles went to Cornwall 
7—3, but did not show how- 
dose the games were. There 
were four halved games and a 
solitary win, seven and six, by 
Alan Bray Of the halves, 
Lieut.-Cdr. Malcolm Edmunds 
(Culdrosc), Bill Parker and 
yours truly might have won. and 


the fourth needs a special 
mention. 

This was Lieut.-Cdr. David 
Codd's last match for the Navy 
as he is now retired. He has 
given to Navy golf the deter¬ 
mination and flair associated 
with that flamboyant nature of 
his. and takes with him into 
retirement the very- best wishes 
of all of us. David is the current 
RN golf champion. 

AIR COMMAND 

The 1984 Naval Air Com¬ 
mand championships were held 
at West Cornwall G.C.. Lelant, 
on May 3-4. Superb rounds of 
66 and 72 by Lieut.-Cdr. 
Malcolm Edmunds resulted in 
runaway wins in both scratch 
and handicap individual com¬ 
petitions. with PO Peter 
Darlington the runner-up in 
both. 

Both the Fleet Air Arm intcr- 
eslablishmcnt trophies, the 
Jackdaw and Fulmar Cups, 
were won by the RNAS 
Culdrosc team of Malcolm 


Edmunds, CPO Pat Smith, PO 
Taff Ashman, Peter Darlington 
and LAEM Ricky Datta. 

More than 60 golfers enjoyed 
some fine competition and were 
rewarded from an excellent 
prize table generously spon¬ 
sored by the National and Pro¬ 
vincial Building Society. 

SPRING MEETING 

In the recent RNGS spring 
meeting, the prelude to the two 
days at Bluckmoor and Liphook 
Golf Clubs was the Admirals 
Bowl. This traditional curtain 
raiser was won by Rear-Admiral 
J. A. fevers with 35 points. 

In the main match play com¬ 
petitions. Division I was won 
for the second consecutive year 
by Lieut. Gus Strctton (DNR). 
who beat Cpl Bob Worlidgc 
(Sultan) two and one, and Divi¬ 
sion II by Licut.-Cdr. Roger 
Knight (RNWS Crimond). who 
beat Licut.-Cdr. Peter Plumb 
(Cambridge) on the 18th two 

The Navy championships are 
at Blackmoor from June 13 to 
15. and players of 12 handicap 
or better may apply through 
their command secretaries or 
direct to me in HMS Excellent 
(ext. 25171). 
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THEY'RE OFF TO THE 


OLYMPIC GAMES 

YEARS of dedicated training have paid hand- HMS Dryad had to sweat out weeks of watting 


some dividends for two Royal Navy sportsmen, before learning that ha had made the team. 
Modem pentathlete LPT Jim Nowak (right) and As if to celebrate. Nowak won the national 

boxer AB Brian Schumacher have both been triathlon championships at Crystal Palace on 
selected to represent Great Britain at the Los May 19-20 with a points tally of 3,486. With 
Angeles Olympic Games. MA3 Pat Dunleavy (Cochrane) in 12th place 

Schumacher's selection was something of a and LPT Danny Boon (Raleigh) in 30th posl- 

hm 

formality after he had won the ABA tion, the Royal Navy finished second in the 
middleweight crown on May 4, but Nowak of team competition. 




SENIORS 


SLUMP 



Brian gets 
ticket and 
title double 


Summer 
ski trip 
planned 


A DEPLETED Royal Navy side slithered to a 50-run defeat 
against Oxford University at The Parks in their first outing of 
the season, writes Derek Oakley. 

Die Navy were dogged by 
drizzle and a wet outfield after 
Oxford had elected to bat. .md 
with opening bowlers CPO 
Kelson Brooks and Lieut. Peter 
Bowden both away, the bowling 


A SKI-ING trip is being organ¬ 
ised to the Pit/al Glacier in the 
Austrian Tyrol. Departure will 
be from London on August 4. 
to return on August 12. Cost 
will be £165, including the lift 


Marshall (3 Air Sqn RM) 
claimed six wickets (five caught, 
one stumped) behind the 
stumps in a thrilling last-over, 
one-run win against Hertford¬ 
shire U-25. 

Earlier, after a poor start. 
Mid David Higgs (BRN 1 ) 
scored a determined 34 
Navy side also produced v. >e 
top quality fielding. 

AEM Chns Campbell (Gan- 
net) bowled tightly against 
Devon U-25 at Dartmouth, 
finishing with 5-27 and limiting 
them to 179. Poor batting, how¬ 
ever. led to a 33-run defeat, as 
it did to the five-wicket defeat 
by United Services. Plymouth, 
at Mount Wise. 

STILL AVAILABLE. 

Most of last season's squad 
arc still available, so there was a 
lot of competition among the 39 
young cricketers who attended 
trials at Portsmouth over 
Easter. 

Talented newcomers include 
Midshipmen David Higgs and 
Chris Slocombe (BRNC). RO 
Roger Garoncr (Phoebe) and 
WEM(O) David Daley (Ports¬ 
mouth FMG), and there is 
much to play for in the six 
matches leading to the Inter- 
Services at Sandhurst in July. 


It was left to newcomer Lieut. 
Toby Lanyon and LWTR Andy 
Collier to spearhead the attack, 
but Lanyon could find little 
direction. The very wet ball was 
little help to the bowlers, and 
nor was the fact that AEM 
Chris Campbell had to leave the 
field ill after four overs. 

FIELDING 

That meant Lieut. Tony 
Izzard and Collier had to share 
47 of the 55 overs. The standard 
of fielding faltered in the soggy 
outfield and Bristowe reached a 
century out of 247—8 after he 
had been dropped at 21. 

Three early Ibw decisions 
went against the Navy before 
Izzard joined Lieut. Charlie 
Hobson with the score on 
27—4. These two took control 
of the Oxford spin attack al¬ 
though the Navy fell behind the 
clock as fielding conditions 
improved. 

TWO SIXES 

Hobson batted well, hitting 
two sixes and four fours in his 
55. and Lieut-Cdr. Roger Evans 
kept the score ticking over with 
excellent running between the 
wickets. The Navy were even¬ 
tually out for 197 in the 52nd 
over, a respectable start to the 


Absolute beginners arc en¬ 
couraged to take this oppor¬ 
tunity. Instruction will be avail¬ 
able for all standards. 

There arc only 37 places 
available, which can be re¬ 
served. from POA(Mct) 
Alcock. Reel Oceanographic 
Centre (MOTEC). I IMS War¬ 
rior, Northwood. Middlesex 
(HMS Warrior ext. 7232). 


AB BRIAN SCHUMACHER'S dream of an ABA title and a ticket to the Los 
Angeles Olympic Games has come true. He earned both with a superb performance 
against Scottish hard man Russell Barker in the national finals of the George Wimpey 
ABA championships at Wembley Arena on May 4. 

Schumacher's command¬ 
ing performance earned him 
a unanimous and decisive 
victory and confirmed him 
as Britain's best amateur 
middleweight. It is the 
second time he has won the 
national middleweight 
crown, a division which 
boasts such illustrious past 
champions as Randolph 
Turpin, Chris Finnegan. 

John Conteh and Alan 
Mintcr. 

Television showed only the 
final round of the contest, which 
unfortunately was Schumacher s 
least impressive. In the first he 
had produced an almost flawless 
exhibition of boxing, subduing 
Barker's early aggression with a 
succession of stinging jabs 


Daedalus in the lead 


combination. 

Twice in the second round 
Schumacher was caught in a 
comer, and on both occasions 
Barker punished him with 
hooks. But for most of the 
round the Navy champion kept 
pumping that deadly accurate 
left into Barker's face, varying 
his tactics occasionally by 
whipping in a cluster of hooks 
and crosses. 

Schumacher was so far ahead 
by the start of the third that he 
allowed himself to be pushed 
against the ropes by Barker, 
whose punches had by then 
been sapped of much of their 
explosive power. 

As his supporters were yelling 
at Schumacher not to take- 
chances. he was "chatting up" 
the Scot from behind a well- 
organised defence, a touch of 
arrogance that incurred the 
rcfcrec’s displeasure. 

But there was no doubt about 
the winner, a fact which the 
judges confirmed by scoring the 
bout 60-55 , 60-56. 60-56. (Set 
colour picture in bock page.) 

The other Combined Services 
representative. Private Carl 
Crook of 1 Para, lost on points 
in the lightweight final. 

Schumacher's Olympic selec¬ 
tion was duly confirmed a fort¬ 
night later, and he is now 
involved in a series of four five- 
day training sesions with the GB 
squad at Crystal Palace before 
flying to Los Angeles from July 
28 to August 13. 

COACH ON DUTY 

Navy coach CPO Alan Dol¬ 
man, delighted that Schumacher 
has capped a magnificent inter¬ 
national season in such style, 
has himself been called up for 
international duty. Dolman is in 
charge of five Young England 
boxers taking part in the Euro¬ 
pean Junior Championships in 
Finland from May 25 to June 4. 


circumstn 


Angling 

FISH proved to be extremely 
choosy at the RN and RM 
Angling Association's spring 
flyfishing competition on Chew- 
Valley Lake on May 16, but for 
the second year running the 

Lieut.-Cdr. David Crampton- 
Thomas and FCPO John Wood- 
side with 13 trout for 231b. loot. 


Armes 

earns 

points 


SEVERAL outstanding in¬ 
dividual performances have 
helped the Royal Navy 
Under-25 cricket team to 
win three out of five 
matches so far this season. 

WTR Paul Barker 
(C1NCNAVHOME) grafted to 
an excellent maiden century out 
of the U-25's 222 for six against 
the Royal Marines at Ports¬ 
mouth. The U-25s won by 39 


CPOWEA Phil Armes has had 
mixed fortunes on the motor¬ 
cycle racetrack in the past few 
weeks. At Easter he qualified 
for championship races at 
Brands Hatch and Oulton Park 
on the Monday, finishing eighth 
on his 250cc Yamaha in the 
240-1300cc Transnational race 

A seized gearbox caused him 
to crash out of the 250cc event 
at Snetterton on May 6, but 
frantic overnight efforts allowed 
him to race at Brands Hatch the 
next day, when clutch problems 
caused him to retire. 

Armes earned a front row 
grid position at Donington Park 
(or the third round of the 
Marlboro Clubmans champion¬ 
ship third round on May 13. 
leading for a lap and a half 
before losing power and settling 
for seventh place and four 
championship points. 


THE FIRST HMS Thunderer 
hunter trials were held on May 
12 in the grounds of RNEC 
Manadon over a onc-milc 
course which incorporated the 
ancient Devonport Lcat. 

Invited riders from four local 
hunts took part, with Service 
riders competing on their own 
horses or on horses borrowed 
from the Royal Marines Saddle 
Club. 


L)eut.-Cdr. Mike Tattersall and Miss Barbara Padfield lead 
HMS Daedalus to victory over Sea hawk and Osprey in the 
Home Air Command Cup at the Naval Air Command regatta 
sailed off Portsmouth Harbour on May 10-11. Ueut.-Cdr. 
Tattersall went on to win the Swordfish Trophy on the 
second day of competition. 

Other winners were: Championship Crew Prize — Miss 
Barbara Padfield; Best Novice Crew — LAEA Richard 
Shlngleton-Smith; Ladies Prize — Miss Barbara Padfield; 
Crews Race — CPO Nigel Levertdge and Lieut. Ian Fretwell. 


Lieut. Richard Walker (3 Cdo 
Bdc) with 68 not out and Lieut. 
Robin Hollington (City Univer¬ 
sity). with 64. batted well in a 
fivc-wickct win achieved in the 
last over against United Ser¬ 
vices, Portsmouth. MNE Danny 


Ship race 

WHILE at Stanley during her 
South Atlantic deployment. 
HMS Penelope organised a 100 
x 1 mile relay race ashore. 
Despite temperatures below 
zero and sudden blizzards, the 
relay was run in 10 hours 36 


Capital offer 

SHIPS and submarines visiting 
London whose soccer teams arc 
looking for fixtures arc invited 
to contact Mr Nicholas Foote, 
of Ham River House, part of 
the Securicor organisation. His 
telephone numbers are 01-223 
2101 (work) and 01-871 0512 


JULY 

(first week) 


Seahawk 

hotshots 

HMS SEAHAWK won fiv 
of six team competition 
which they were eligible . 
London and Middlesex 
Association's Services mi 
at Bisley. 
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CLYDE SET 
FOR BIG 
BUILD-UP 



NEW PLANS for development of the Clyde submarine base to 
accommodate the Royal Navy’s growing underwater force, including 
Trident boats, have been outlined to local authorities in Scotland. 



OLYMPIC TRIUMPH 

AB Brian Schumacher breaks into a smile of triumph as he 
receives the verdict at the end of his ABA national middleweight 
contest In Wembley Arena on May 4. Schumacher's win earned 
him a place In the British Olympic team. Also bound for Los 
Angolos is modem pentathloto LPT Jim Nowak of HMS Dryad. 
(Full story In Page 47 — main edition). 


Faslanc base and the 
Coulport depot arc due to 
be much enlarged over the 
next decade in a 
£350-million construction 
programme. 

At Faslanc the plans include 
more submarine berths, a ship 
lift (40 metres high and 185m. x 
50m ). and new berths for sur¬ 
face ships. There will also be 
new training facilities. 

It was explained that even 
excluding the Trident subma¬ 
rines, expansion of Faslanc 
would be needed to support the 
additional licet submarines aim¬ 
ing into service and the new 
class of diesel-clcctrie 
submarines. 

Road work 

Much of the extension at 
Faslanc will be on a site north 
of the present establishment and 
formerly used as a shipbreaking 
yard. Considerable road work in 
the area will be involved as part 
of the project. 

The total of 3.300 RN and 
RM personnel at present at the 
base is due to increase by 800 in 
ten years' tunc when Polaris and 
Trident will be overlapping. 
Then, the figure is expected to 
drop several hundred by about 
the year 2002. MOD civilian 

crease"by about S&) at peak and 
then to reduce to present levels. 

It is expected that up to 1500 
additional construction jobs will 
be available by the peak of the 
building programme in 1988. 


Home 

truths 

OPPORTUNITIES and rights 
of Service personnel in the field 
of housing arc outlined in a new 
booklet now being widely 
distributed. 

Aim of "Housing — a guide 
for Servicemen and 
Servicewomen" ts to ensure that 


Crews sought 
for world race 


CREWS are wanted for the Joint Services entry in the 1985-86 
Whitbread Round the World Yacht Race, due to start from 
Southsca on September 28 next year. 


which ha 


i aware ot enanges 
h have been made 
There arc items on house- 
purchase savings schemes, the 
RN Long Service advance of 
pay scheme, the discount sale 
of surplus married quarters, and 


Information is provided on 
the rules when Service person¬ 
nel let their homes, and for 


on leaving the Services. 

The guide is due to be dis¬ 
tributed to ships and establish¬ 
ments over the next few weeks. 


A new 58ft., cutter-rigger 
aluminium yacht is to be built 
specifically for the race. It was 
originally designed for the 1980 
Whitbread epic, but was shelved 
when the Joint Service entry 
became a victim of defence 


It is intended that the new 
boat will be the prototype of a 
replacement for the Nicholson 
S5s used by the Joint Services 
Sailing Centre at Hornet. 
Gosport. 

Volunteers for the crew 


What a crackerTO*CK 


should contact the Joint Service 
Project Team in HMS Excellent 
on ext. 25157 or Portsmouth 
662770. Those chosen will be on 
duty for adventurous training, 
and may be required to make a 
contribution from their pay of 
up to 25 per cent while actually 
involved in the race. 

BIG CHANCE 
In 1973 and 1978 the JSSC 
yacht Adventure performed 
superbly in the first two Whit¬ 
bread races. The new yacht, 
backed by considerable Service 
expertise and enthusiasm, 
should have an excellent chance 
of finishing the fourth Round 
the World race in the prizes. 


• At long last... the collected wit of the Royal 
Navy's favourite cartoon character. You’re in for a 
bumper laugh with this superb 96-page book of 
the best of Jack cartoons to appear in Navy News. 

• Make it the Service with a smile! Only £1.50 
Including p&p. Available from the Business 
Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, 
POI 3HH 

• A donation from profits will go to King George's 
Fund for Sailors. 

FOREWORD BY HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF WALES 



STAND BY 


From front page 

News is also awaited of any 
plans for different arrangements 
m the Royal dockyards, with 
the structure of the yards again 
being reviewed. 

Besides studies being con¬ 
ducted within MOD. advice ts 
being taken from business 
consultants 

• White Paper details In page 

16. 



GULF patrol picture of 
HMS Falmouth, which had 
met up with HMS Glasgow 
and RFA Appiclcat while 
sailing tho waters south of 
Muscat. First evolution 
was to go alongside the , 
stationary tanker to 
offload 17 drums of oil 
picked up on the way east 
— replenishment at sea 
works both ways, says the 
Falmouth. During the pas¬ 
sage from UK 60 members 
of the ship's company of 
the frlgato had on|oyod an 
overnight visit to Cairo 
and the Pyramids. 


Facing the 
firing squad 

THE 22-year-old Cbunly-dass 
guided missile destroyer HMS 
Devonshire is due to meet her 
late as a target ship. Guided 
weapons systems will be used in 
her destruction. 

No dale or location has been 
disclosed, although reports have 
said It will be in the Atlantic 
and that torpedoes and guns will 
probably be used, too. 

The 6,000-ton Devonshire 
paid off several years ago and at 
one time there were plans (or 
her to be sold to Egypt. Now 
she will provide evidence of the 
destructive capacity of modem 
weaponry, and will test the 
ability of that class of ship to 


OUCH! WHAT 
A CLANGER! 


DAVID (Olng’Em) Ring ham 
made little headway when 
ho tested his bonce against 
the ship's bell In making an 
unfortunately un-lllustrious 
exit from church service at 


departure behind the con¬ 
gregation before the start ot 
Holy Communion. 


3 off to the sick bay for 


honestly) was 
soon back In ding-dong 
form. And anyone who 
reckons that's tomato sauce 
on his face la likely to be 


Anniversary 
cover plan 

SPECIAL commemorative 
postal covers lo mark the 
fortieth anniversary of D-Day, 
and bearing colour illustra¬ 
tions of Southsrkk House and 
an invasion map, have been 
produced by HMS Dryad. The 
envelope contains a colour 
postcard of the famous Wall 

Cost of each cover, with 
special June 6 Portsmouth 
handstamp, is £1. A limited 
edition, signed by the Captain 
<>t Dryad - Capt. J. C. K. 
Staler — costs £2. 

Remittances should be made 
payable lo The Wardroom 
Mess Manager, HMS Dryad, 
and forwarded to the Philatelic 
Officer, HMS Dryad, South- 
wick, Hants. All profits go to 
naval charities. 


Business as 


usual for 


Gulf ships 

ROYAL NAVY ships continued lo patrol in ihc Gulf of 
Oman and Arabian Sea as the situation worsened in the Iran- 
Iraq war. 


In late May the current patrol 
ships, the guided missile des¬ 
troyer HMS Glasgow and the 
Lcandcr class frigate HMS 
Charybdis, together with RFA 
Apple leaf, were in Karachi on a 
routine scll-maintcnancc visit. 

Involved in the patrol earlier 
was HMS Falmouth, which was 
later due to head for the Far 
East to lake part in exercises. 

In the Mediterranean, (our 
MCM vessels - HM ships 
Brinton. Gavinton. Kirkliston 
■lid Wilton — have been in¬ 
volved in the NATO exercise 
Damsel Fair. Accompanying 
them is the support ship Oil 
Endeavour 

They were, it is understood, 
available to depart for mine 
countermeasure work in the 
Gulf area if needed, but there 
was no indication of any imme¬ 
diate plans for the ships to move 


Last Post at a 

service at Baycux < _ _ I 

sounded by the Buglers of the 
Royal Marines School of Music 
The School was also providing 
the band at Arromanchcs to 
lead the standard bearers of the 
Royal British l.cgion, Royal 
Naval Association, and other 
veterans' groups. 

Following a royal visit to the 
D-Day Museum at Arro¬ 
manchcs. there was to be a 
flypast by historic aircraft of the 
Royal Navy and RAF. 

There were plans for the Fife 
to be stationed offshore at Utah 
and Arrowmanchcs with other 
warships from many nations, 
including the giant aircraft 
carrier USS Eisenhower Thirty 
men from the British ship were 
to be flown ashore to take part 
in street-lining ceremonies 

FREE TRANSPORT 

It was estimated that 50,000 
cx-Scrviccmcn from the Allied 
nations would be present (or the 
celebrations, among them 370 
British veterans who were 
granted free transport by the 
Ministry of Defence. Simitar 
facilities were granted to SO war 

Meanwhile at Portsmouth. 
1,200 men and women with four 
military bands were parading to 
the Guildhall, where Ihc salute 
was to be taken by D-Day 
veteran Admiral Sir Desmond 
Cassidi. Commander-In-Chief 
Naval Home Command 

Contingents included those 
from the Royal Navy and RNA 
as well as the Royal Marines 
Band of CINCNAVHOME. In 
the evening the band and the 
Royal Naval Display Team were 
due to take part in a in-Service 
show at Southsca Common. 




























